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The practical cliaracter of the present volnme will 
be at once manifest. Of the four departments of edu- 
cational literature— history, criticism, theory, and prac- 
tice — the last includes two classes of works: 

1. ThoB^. fhat.Tijlste. to- inetj-action and discipline, 
and the detitila of teaching,' - Under this head come the 
arrangement of- tie ec!nfse;of'study, the programme of 
daily work, the methods of teaching and discipline. 

2. Those Uiat: relate-to. tJie organization and euper^ 
vision of schools. Under this bead we include works 
relating to school legislation, governing boards, the 
building of school-houses, and the organization of a 
corps of teachers. 

Of these jtractical matters — practical because they 
relate to the application of theory to details, and imply 
the adaptation of means to ends — the question of the 
proper construction of school-houses is justly esteemed 
to be of great importance. The scbool-botise is a per- 
manent affair. Other matters may be changed with less 
ceremony ; a building stands for two or more genera- 
tions. If it is faulty in its method of lighting, it will 
'Bend out every seyen years ita quota of children all 
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iffeeted more or Icaa with a tendency to weakneas of 
fjBB, near-Bightedness, and to nervous dyspepsia and 
ritability of temper. If the ventilation has been de- 
Kitive, and a remedy baa been souglit by opening the 
, so aa to admit eoM air from the bottom, the 
seds of future rheumatism and heart-disease have 
I sowed. If the warming has been imperfect, a 
Uong series of colds have weakened tlie lungs of pupils, 
Bid many cases of consumption resulted. 

The author truly remarks that " the greatest necessi- 
ties are often not felt as wants." Our early experience 
In a school-room that faQed in these essential particu- 
lars has left on our minds, perhaps, in most cases, the 
impression that we did very well in the old-fashioned 
school-house. We *eDe'not'-at)l6 lhtfii;to,-trace causes 
and effects in these niraltlerB'on aco6uiit--oi"ignorance of 
hygiene. We have seen""SYil enqugJllhefaU onr com- 
panions in their life subs&iiienc'Co iite school, but it has 
not occurred tons to tr^e-jt-'tp-JSfej&xjwsure incident 
to improperly constrncted school-"bmIdIiiga. 

It is believed that the present work furnishes a good 
text-book and book of reference to be used in normal 
institutes and normal schools. A short course of lessons 
or lectures will suffice to quahfy a teacber to judge cor- 
rectly in matters of ventilation, and to act efficiently 
under all circumstances. When this is considered, it 
will be seen that every corps of teachers should be 
taught the theory and practice of warming and ven- 
tilating according to the experimental or investigating 
method. 

I have drawn up the following syllabus of topics 
I Jtnd euggeetiouB for a course of eight lessons, covering 
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the most important items of the subject. I have also 
added a full analysie of the contents of the volume : 

Lesson I. — The general principles of hygiene as re- 
lated to ventilation. The necesaity of pure air. Analj- 
m of air. What impurities are found in the air of 
unventilated eehool-rooms. Paeteur's esperiments. Ef- 
fect of breathing impure air- — etupor, headaches, diaeasea 
of tbe lungs, dyspepsia, nervous affections, etc. (Chap- 
ters I, II, III). 

Lesson IL — How to test the purity of tbe air (Chap- 
ter IV). The proper degree of moisture in the air — 
73 per cent of saturation (Chapter III). How to test 
tbe degree of humidity (Appendix A, page 161, Glai- 
sher's factors). Amounts of moisture in the oufwioor 
air at different temperatares (page 162) : at 80° Tabr., 
elastic force 1-023; at 70°, -733; at 50°, -361; at 32°, 
■181; at 20°, -108; at zero, -044. If out-door air at a 
temperature of 20° Fabr. is heated in tbe scliool-room to 
70° without adding moisture to it, it is seven times as 
dry^ — -that is to say, its capacity to absorb moisture baa 
become seven times as great as before. Hence tbe dele- 
terious effect on tbe mucous membrane of the air-paa- 
eages and even on the skin of the body. 

Lesson HI. — -Tbe proper amount of light for a 
Bchool-room. It should be lighted on two sides — from 
tbe rear of the pupils and from tbe left-hand side — not 
from tbe rigbt-Iiand side, because of the shadow of the 
hand upon the paper when writing or drawing. The 
windows sbould extend to the top of the room, or at 
least as high as one half the width of tbe room, in order 
to light sufficiently the pupils sitting farthest from the 
windows. Hence tbe room should not be too wide — 
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mot over 24 or 28 feet when the windows extend 14 feet 
above the floor. Tlie length of the room may be 32 or 
34 feet. There should be three windows on the side and 
two at the end of the room. Double windows are very 
desirable for ventilation purposes (Chapter X), and for 
protection in very cold weather, when a current o£ 
chilled air falls down the surface of the window. If a 
room happens to be seated so that light comes from the 
right hand of the pupil, the desks may be changed so 
as to bring it from the left hand and rear. A school- 
building is ill constructed if its rooms have windows on 
one side only, unless the rooms are very narrow, and 
receive light solely from the north, as such rooms are 
sometimes constructed in Europe for advantages in 
drawing-lessons. Rooms on the south, east, or west side 
of the building must exclude the direct rays of the sun 
during some portion of the day by curtains or shutters, 
and the consequence is that pupils sitting remote from 
the windows get too little light, unlesa thin white cur- 
tains are used and the windows are very large, and in 
height equal to two thirds the width of the room. 
Pupils sitting in twilight (the shutters being closed) 
become near-sighted in consequence of straining tJieir 
eyes, or because they acquire a habit of holding the 
book too near the eyes. The correct form of school- 
building requires four rooms to each story— one on each 
comer. Two or three stories at most is enough, and a 
Bchool-house should not stand nearer than 70 feet to 
another building, on account of the obstruction to light 
occasioned by it, especially to the rooms of the grouitd 
Btory. 

Lesson IV. — The amount of air required per pupil 
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*— 2,000 feet per hour (Chapter V). The average school- 
room, 2S X 34 X 14, with 50 pupils, furnishes fresh air 
enough to last 7 minutes. Methods of calculating 
the size of Tentilators necessary, and the rapidity of the 
movement of the currents of air admitted through 
them (Chapter V). The registers for the entrance of 
fresh air properly warmed should be distributed around 
the room, Natural ventilation depends on the fact that 
heat«d air is lighter and rises ; passing out of the top 
of the room, it sucks in fresh air through the inlets 
below (Chapters T and VI). The inlets should be 
placed near the floor. Why! (Chapter YII.) Size of 
flues admitting fresh air for 75 children— 10 square 
feet of total area. The foul-air flues should have an 
equal area. Importance of frequent cleaning of the 
foul-air shafts (Chapter VIII). 

Lesson V. — Aspirating chimneys — what they are, 
and how large. The velocity of the column of air as- 
cending to be 7'7 feet per second. Discuss the two 
methods : (a) Drawing the foul air out of the bottom of 
the room into the aspirating chimney ; (J) out of the 
top of the room (Chapter IX), The theory that im- 
pure air falls to the floor incorrect (Chapter VII). 
Method of drawing down pore air through a ventilating 
shaft. Necessity of heating the column of air in a foul- 
air shaft to secure its efficient movement. The best 
plan to build large aspirating chimneys with iron smoke- 
Btacks passing up through the center to heat the foul 
nir. 

Lesson VI. — Ventilation by windows (Chapter X). 
Inconveniences of such ventilation— dust, smoke, waste 
of heat, cold drafts, etc. On account of defective plans 
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for acbool-buildrngs, 99 per cent of the school-houBea 
depend on windows and doors for ventilation. Always 
lower the windows from tlie top, except when the out- 
door temperature is above 80° Fahr., when thej may 
be also raised from the hottom. In very cold or windy 
weather the windows should be lowered only one inch, 
or even less; in moderate weather 12 inches, or even 
more. But all windows should be lowered alike, so aa 
to move all the air in the room ; otherwise the ventila- 
tion will be very imperfect. If a window is opened 
too wide in cold weather, a chilly current poors in 
upon the neclts and shoulders of children, and produces 
colds or rheumatism. If the windows are lowered only 
slightly, the cold fresh air moves down the surface of 
the wall and gets warmed somewhat in its descent by 
contact with the heated air. The devices of oblique 
boards fastened to the sash (Chapter X). The effects 
of the wind when strong sometimes require the windows 
on one side to be nearly or quite closed. 

Lesson VII. — The most efficient means of ventilat- 
ing is a fan or blower (Chapter XII). It should be 
placed in the flues for fresh warm air (plenum move- 
ment), and not in the impure-air shaft {vacuum move- 
ment) (pages 79 and 80). The action of Kittenger's 
fan (pages 84^87 and Appendix C) ; of the Blackman 
fan (Appendix F). The method of calculating the 
efficiency of the aspirating chimney (Chapter XI and 
Appendix E). 

Lesson VIII, — The proper temperature of a room, 
70° Fahr. (Chapter XVI). General methods of warm- 
ing : conduction, i. e., by stove-pipes ; convection, i. e., 
by hot air from furnace or steam-coil ; radiation, i. e., 
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by open fire-place, standing coil, or stove. Importance 
of using large stoves or furnaces to avoid the neces- 
sity of overheating. The poisonous gases that escape 
through iron when heated to redness. Great advantage 
of radiant heat. Nearest to solar heat Dr. Amott's 
smokeless grate ; open fireplaces (Chapter XYII). The 
Buttan system. Advantages and disadvantages of steam 
heating (Chapter XVIII). Direct radiation from steam- 
coils not good for the school-room, because it does not 
provide for moving the air of the room and for supply- 
ing fresh air ; warms the same air over and over ; diffi- 
cult to provide for moistening the air; needs a ventilat- 
ing fan to render it efficient. Prof. Morrison's ideal 
plan for warming and ventilating ; distributes his steam- 
coils underneath the floor with many small registers 
opening into the aisles of the school-room; foul air 
escapes at the top of the room into an aspirating chim- 
ney. 
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movement ; place in the foul-air duct an extracting fan or blower (p. 79) ; 
or let the blower force the fresh air into' the room, a better method tie- 
csnse it ftlls the room with pure air, whereas the exhaust fan draws out 
the air from the room, but does not regulate the quality of the inflowing 
air; hence impure urmay come in through windows and doors as well as 
fresh air; the " plenum movement " forces the fresh air into the room, 
the propeller being placed in the inlet duct ; the air forced into the room 
— perflation, blowing through — can be regulated perfectly in all cli- 
mates (p. BO); the plenum movement bj far the best method of ven- 
tilating. 

Chaiteii XIIL Air-Propellert. — Revolving tans used for the moat 
part ; Dr. Arnott's ventilating propeller (p. S3); Hittcnger'a fan (p. 34); 
Comb's fan (p. 87) ; Blackmon's fan as modiBed by Hope Brothers ; pat- 
ent of Hendry and others (p. SB). 

Chaptkr XIV. Ezpeiue of the Flenian Moiimiertf.—'TMe of tem- 
peratures ; number of mouths that fire is required in twenty-eight cities (p. 
SI) ; B thermal unit, the amount of heat roqairedto raise the temperature 
of one pnund of water Twill raise 48 cubic feet of air 1° (p. B2); IfiO.OOO 
feet I'equired io one hour in a scfaool-room of AO pupils; hence, to raise 
that temperature 35°, the average amount for Chicago, 13I,2flO thermal 
units per hour are required ; the loss of heat through (he walls exposed 
to external ur, for 4 walls, 7,937 tliermal units per hour (ji. 9!i); luu 



ANALYSIS OF CONTENTS. 



oar, for ] 



1, through 6 niDdows, 3,572 thermal units, making trotal loss per hour, 

ir and walls, 142,769 thermal units, requiring 18 pounds o( coal per 
for seven motitha, a lO-room building woald cost $312, if coal ia 
■:$fi per ton (p. B4) ; this about the actual average coatof fuel in buildioga 

t do not secure ventiiatian, but use the same ur 30 U> 60 minuteB 
1. BO) ; the heat is ordinarily wasted by windows, doors, too small heat. 
P ing-aurfacea, and the failure to introduce warm ur at different points 
m (p. 96). 

ChaPtKB XV. Coil of Ventilating Apparalits. — Cost nf Aspirating 
Chimney (p. 97) ; to secure a veiocitj of 8 feet per second far the ur in 
tha chimney requires 21 pounds of coal per hour, wliich is 3 pounds 
more than ia required to heat the room, making the aspirating chimney 
expensive unless heated by the smoke-ataclc (p. 99); diagram of aspt-: 
rating chimney healed by smoke^staclt (p. 100) ; auch oliimoeys usually 
made too small ; should furnish at least 6 square feet of sectional area 
for each room, and for H rooma be 9 feet square (p. 101) ; cod of the 
plenum movement Ip. 102); the Riltenger fan requires one horse-power 
for each room, and G la S pounds of coal per hour ; the Blackman fan 
and the Hope wat^'i'-motor fan much cheaper (p. 102); acivontagea of 
plenum movement — acta in all weathers and estabUshea current of fresh 
air independent of nindows or accidental openings (p. 103). 

Chaptee XVI ll'ornitn^. — Temperature of the room should be 70' 
for Bchool-rooms (p. 104) ; with sluggish circulation of blood, a person 
needs a higher temperature; transraiasion of heat by conduction, con- 
vection, and radiation (p. 105); heaters should be Ui^e, so aa to avoid 
overheating of surface; poisonoas gases escape from a red-hot stove; 
Btovea, e(«am-pipea, and stove-pipes heat by conduction ; an open fire id 
a grate heats by radiaUon; radiant heat the healthiest (p. lOfl); spec- 
tram analysis (p. lOTj ; sanitaiy efthcts of radiant beat — it warms the 
body without heating tha air (p. 108); but warms only one side at a time 
(lOS); convection is the method of conveying heat by the movement of 
currents of warm air (p. 110). 

Chapter SVII. Mfl/ioda of Warminp.—The open fireplace !n the 
Cityof London High.School (p. Ill); Dr. Arnott'a smokeless grate (112); 
description of it (p- 113); would use 4 pounds of coal per hour for a 
Bchool-room 30x30x14 feet; Boyd'a open fireplace provides for ad- 
mission of cold fresh air and wanning it (p. 114); if stoves are used, 
large ones ahould be selected, so as to avoid overheating, and should be 
lined with fire-brick — long smoke-pipe, extending round (he room, so as 
to economize the heat (p. 116); stovea the cheapest 
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Dt. ArnaU'a eelf-re^lating slove (p. 11!); flmolte conBiinied by 
with s drum (p. 119) ; iiDproTed stoTCB by A. M. Hicka 
■nd A. Sisbman, of Kentackv ; Baltimore UeatLT (p. 130) ; the Rutlsn 
Bjstem discuBHfid ; Sniead'a invention for miiinij hot and cold fresh ak 
(p. 122) ; escape of foul ur at the bottom of the room in the Kuttan sjb- 
(em (p. 125) ; neoesailj of strong draft to secura proper veotilation by 
this ajBt«Ln; vaate of heat id the top of room (p. 126); ncDesaitf of 
deansing foul-air passages \ mistakes or neglect of builders. 

CfiiFTER XVIII. Slcam-F/caling.—Eagtiah House of Caramnns heated 
bj means cf furaacc-nanned air, on a modified plan of Dr. Reid (p. 129); 
hol-air chamber beneath the Soor, foul-air Sues at the top of the room ; 
of beat conTCjed bj steam ; experiment to prove the ratio of 
latent heat in water tu sensible heat (p. 132) ; upon condensation, alt the 
latent heat of Eteam becomes sensible heat ; Mr. Hollj's method of in- 
■ulaCing steam-pipes; t,6U0 feet of S-inch pipe lost bj radiation only 2}- 
per cent (p. 134) ; one pound of coal converts 9 pounds of water into 
Bteam, and realizes B.fliO thermal units; henco lfl*U6 pounds of coal 
nccessaty to supply a room for an hour, being 2 pounds less than by 
furnace heat (p. 136); direct radiation bj Htcam-ooils condemned, unless 
ventilalJon is provided ; plan of room with proper Tentilation (p. 138) ; 
Washington Bchool-buildinj^s heated by direct radiation and without reu- 
tUatlon (p. 139); steam-pipes eitending round the sides of the room 
near the floor (p. 140); heating of ?ame air over and over ; indirect ra- 
diation by Hteam-coils placed beneath the floor, and fresh air warmed by 
passing over them and into the school-room ; needs a good aspirating 
chimney or a ventilating fan ; Bleam radiators placed under windows, in 
order to counteract cold currents, or near the inside waits of the room, to 
■are loss of heat (p. 143); but the heat ascends to the top of the room, 
•nd is not distributed properly. 

Chaptsb XIX. Ideal Plan for Warming aitd YeidUaling.—T^t, feet 
sboold be kept warmer than the head (p. I4G) ; plan described for warm- 
ing and distributing fresh air through the floor (p. 146) ; chimney 8 feet 
square, with foul-air flues opening into it from tbc tops of rooms ; fresh- 
air shaft bringing down the air from the top of the building ; registers 
along the aisles by the side of the desks (p. 148); method of cleansing 
the registers (p. 150); method of creating a draft in warm weather 
(p. IG8) ; three pi[)es to regulate the amount of heat supplied (p. 153) ; 
double joists in the floor ncceSBary for this plan; sufficient ventilation 
without resort to the windows ; plan of la-room school-house, two stories 
iiihiaiglit(p, 106) ; chimneys placed between the rooms ; iron ladders Iiulda 
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the chimneys (p. 167) ; one half size for 8-room building ; plan for a d- 
or 12-room building (p. 158). 

APPENDIX. 

A. Mr. Glaisher's observations on dry- and wet-bulb thermometers ; 
his factors for testing the moisture of the air (p. 161). 

B. Simple form of aspirating chimney (p. 164) ; formulae for calcu- 
lating its efficiency. 

0. Formulae for constructing Rittenger's fan (see pp. 84-87). 

D. Conducting powers of materials ; copper more than twice the con- 
ducting power of iron and zinc, and nearly five times that of lead ; 19 
times as great conducting power as marble ; 100 times that of brick ; 
800 times that of oak. 

E. Radiating and absorbing power of bodies ; silver lowest and oil 
highest (p. 168). 

F. The Blackman fan with author's improvements ; drawings show- 
ing formation of the blades (p. 170) ; description of devices to prevent 
back-flow of air (p. 171). 



PEEFACE. 



The following pages are not intended to " fill a long- 

|fe1t want," The greatest neceBsities are often not felt 

B wants. If an individual Buffers from a cause which 

lis unknown to him, he feels no want, necessarily, to re- 

imove that cause. If a man sickens from a want of pure 

air, without knowing the cause of his ailment, he never 

longs for a more salubrioos atmosphere as a cure. 

I am fully convinced that people are prematurely 

I dying by thousands simply from a lack of correct and 

I positive convictions concerning impure air ; for, when 

Fthe true nature of a danger is fully appreciated, the 

requisite means to avert it will generally be found. 

Every teacher, or other person who works in a viti- 
ated atmosphere, has doubtless noticed the pecuharly ex- 
hilarating effect of going into the open air after a day's 
indoor confinement. My own experience in this respect 
is BO marked that I seldom step from a crowded room 
into the open air without reflecting on the nature of that 
invisible cause which made possible a change so sudden 
and BO marked. This reflection is always followed by 
the mental query : Can not this great difference between 
the qualities of outdoor and indoor aii be. te^asASiiAX 



This experience, together with almost daily ofcser^ition 

of the attempts of builders to ventilate houses, wherein 
the simplest physical laws are commonly ignored, has 
led to the writing of these pages. 

The work is eonlined to the coDsideration of school- 
buildings for three reasons : 1. I am better acquainted 
with the needs and present condition of school-houses 
than of any other class of buildings. 2. These build- 
ings, because of crowded occupancy during successive 
days, are most in need of perfect ventilation. 3. 
Knowledge of the correct principles of scliool-house 
ventilation is knowledge equally applicable to all build- 
ings, as the same principles underly all. 

Correct theories and their successful application to 
the arts of life can not be conceived and executed in 
a day. Our knowledge of warming and ventilating 
is a growth to which each generation has probably in 
some measure contributed. Any contribution, there- 
fore, to be of value, must be made in the full light of 
what has preceded it. In preparation for the present 
task, therefore, I have carefully read the writings of 
the following authors who have contributed to this sub- 
ject : Parkes, de Chauraont, Kitchie, Hood, Morin, Ed- 
wards, Eassie, Reid, Amott, Tomlinson, Billings, Galton, 
Leeds, Schumann, Baldwin, Draper, and Lincoln. I 
also procured from the United States Patent Office 
drawings and specifications of thirty different ventilat- 
ing appliances which have from time to time been pa- 
tented. Whatever the Bureau of Education has fur- 
nished has also been read. The best, therefore, that has 
been thought or done on this subject has been earefnlly 
studied, and whatever is valuable has become ossinii- 




1 into tbis work, in so far as it infonned, invigorated, 
and corrected my own thought. 

The chapter on window-ventilation will, I think, be 
nseful to teachers. While windows at best can famish 
only partial and imperfect ventilation, it ia only by tlieir 
ekillful management that even so much may be real- 
ized from them. 

I The discussion in this book of some of the modem 
aystems of warming and ventilating is made from an in- 
dependent and unbiased study of their merits, and with- 
out any interest in advertising either their excellences 
or their defects. 

The ideal plan described and illustrated in the last 
chapter was not conceived until nearly all preceding it 
had been written. It may be regarded, therefore, as the 

I result of a long and exclusive application to the subject. 

I For valuable suggestions, I wish to acknowledge my 

' obligations to Prof. Wra. Jones, Professor of Chemistiy 
in the Ivansas City Medical College, for reading the 
manuscripts on the chemical examination of the air ; to 
Prof. L. Wiener, of the Kansas City High School, for 
reading the mathematical discussion of ventilating 
fans ; and to Prof. J. M. Greenwood, Superintendent 

I of Kansas City Schools, for reading the same and other 

I portions of the manuscripts. 

G. B, MORBISON. 
Kamaa City, Ho. 
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NEEDED IHFOEMATION. 

Advice regarding ■' fresh air " has not been lasting 
in amount. Even the most ignorant have some indeSnite 
notion that there ia such a thing as "bad air," and that 
it is not good to breathe it. Teachers of hygiene pro- 
claim to pupils the virtues of pure air, shut up in school- 
iionses where it ia impossible to get it. Physicians 
adTise their patients to take fresh air, and this by going 
out of doors, thus tacitly realizing that it can not be 
found indoors. Preachers in chnrclies, where deadly 
gases from the lungs and poisonous organic emanations 
from the skin arc imprisoned from week to week, em- 
phasize the importance of properly preserving the physi- 
cal body. There is a universal recognition that it is bad 
to breathe impure air ; there is an ignorance no less uni- 
versal of the conditions of how to avoid it. When the 
nature and composition of a deadly drug are known and 
marked "Poison," it is properly avoided. In the nest 
section we shall see that much of the air wo breathe 
old be labeled with skull and cross-bones. 
I Where ia the impure air ? What makes it impure? 
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13 VENTILATION AND WARMINQ OF SCnOOL-BUILDINGS. 

"What are the nature and amonnt of the itnpurities ? 
These are important questions which, among the edu- 
cated, are tolerably well known. But when these im- 
purities exist in an occupied room, how are they to be 
eliminated and replaced by pure air of the proper tem- 
perature ? These are questions which are no lesa im- 
portant ; but they are questions which are seldom an- 
swered. Kow to know where impurities exist ; how to 
expel them as fast as formed, and supply their place 
■with the pure, life-giving element, is a problem second 
in usefulness to none other. Of the difficulty of the 
problem we have ample evidence in the fact that it has 
been but partially solved, and in general practice almost 
wholly ignored. True, we hear men talk of "good 
ventilation" and "poor ventilation," but how little thia 
generally means we hope, at least partially, to show in 
the pages of this little book. 

Of the lack of definite information on this all-impor- 
tant subject we have abundant evidence. We often hear 
the questions: "What is the beat way to ventilate a 
Bchool-room p Where should the foul air escape ? Where 
should the pure air be admitted?" These questions, 
among the first to be met in ventilation, show that even 
the first principles of matter and its properties are not 
commonly applied to the gas we call air. 

The school-houses throughout the United States, while 
they are elegant, tasteful, and costly, are in the main de- 
ficient in their sanitary requirement of warming and ven- 
tilating. Whoever may be disposed to doubt the truth 
of this statement has but to visit the nearest scbool-honse. 
Probably in nine tenths of all the school-housea in this 
country ventilation liaa heen ignored altogether, leaving 
that important function to be performed by the doora 
and windows. But ventilation should be independeot <4 
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!oora and windows, wiiich are primurily intended for 
ther pnrposes. How many school -rooms in the land 
could maintain a school with doors and windows made 
air-tight ? Probably very few, and in the majority snffo- 
cation would result in less than thirty minutes I It is a 
sad traTesty on our Bcliool architecture that we owe our 
lives to the mistakes of carpentry, which mistakes are 
usually sufficiently ample to supply, in a crude, unwhole- 
some, and unsatisfactory way, the deficiencies of direct 
ventilation. 

This want of suEBcient and definite information re- 
garding the ventilation of school-houses is not peculiar to 
any locality ; it is wide-spread and general. Even the 
District of Columbia, which is under the direct control 
of the Central Government, experiences the embarraaa- 
menta which this all-importanfc hut vexed problem pre- 
sents. By a resolution of the House of Eepresentativea, 
dated February 30, 1883, a commission was appointed for 
the purpcae of investigating the public-school buildings 
of /the District of Columbia. A few quotations from the 
report of this committee will be to the point: "The 
principal defect, fi-om a sanitary point of view, in all these 
buildings is in regard to the frosh-air supply, which is en- 
tirely insufficient. The method adopted for this purpose 
is to admit the air through a perforated plate placed be- 
neath the sills of four windows in each room. Having 
passed through this plate, the air is supposed to pass 
downward through a narrow slit in or behind the wall, 
and to enter the room at a level with tlie floor and then 
pass up through a steam radiator which is placed against 
the window. The sum of the clear opening in the exter- 
nal plate of each window is from twenty-two to twenty- 
five square inches, so that the area of clear opening for 
the supply of pure air to the room is from eighty-eight to 
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1 14 VENTILATION AND WARMING OF SCEOOL-BUILmNGS. 

one hundred square inches, giving an average of about 
two thirds of one square foot. When it is remembered 
that this is intended to supply fresh air for sixty children, 
each of whom should have aa a minimum thirty cubic 
feet of air per minute, it will he seen that it is simply im- 
possible to obtain such a supply through the openings 
provided, which in fact will hardly furnish five cubic feet 
per minnte per pnpll." 

This report has not been quoted from to show the beat 
that has been done in school-house ventilation, but rather 
what may he considered a fair representation of the aver- 
age state of affairs throughout the country- 
Something toward a rational system of warming and 
Tentilattng is said to have been accomplished at the Bos- 
ton High School; also at Denver, in this country; bat 
more especially at the City of Loudon High School, and 
the High School of Vienna, in Europe. 

When first contemplating the preparation of this vol- 
ume, I thought to wi-ite to several superintendents, in 
cities having a reputation for good school-houses, asking 
them to furnish me with descriptions of their system ot 
heating and ventilating, that I might use them as a feat- 
ure of my work, incorporating them as models of the best 
modern types of school-honse architecture. Some an- 
swered by sending a pamphlet in which ventilation is bare- 
ly referred to ; others by letter ; but the average signifi- 
cance of them all may be given in the exact words of 
one of them : " Our high school is a showy building on 
the outside, but it is not well wanned and ventilated." 

Few things are more needed than a systematic dissemi- 
nation of the best that is known of proper methods of ven- 
tilation, as well as stimuli to investigate the underlying 
principles. A subject so vital to the health and safety of 
the growing generation shonld be investigated by every 
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iher of phjaicH, and the known laws of fluid preeaure 
and motion be directly applied and taught. It should be 
a theme for the educated physician, whose duty it is not 
only to cure disease but to prevent It. It should be tho 
duty of every school-house architect not only to make the 
best practical use of the best that is known on the sub- 
ject, but to furnish annual reports of the conditions of 
the school-buildings, a description of each building, the 
cost, method of warming and ventilating, the air-space 
for each pupil, the percentage of heat which is utilized 
in the consumption of fuel, etc. The people's right to 
information on any subject should be measured by the 
value and in dispen sable ncss of the information ; and 
surely nothing is of more universal importance than the 
air we breathe, aSecting as it does our health, life, and 
future condition. 

The importance of this kind of information has not 
been wholly ignored. The Denver report of 1883 con- 
tains a chapter on school architecture in which the stu- 
dious labors of the architect, Mr. Robert S. Eoeschlaub, 
are laid down for the consideration and enlightenment of 
tho public. Many valuable hints on the general subject 
of warming and ventilating have been given by different 
writers on hygiene, among whom may be mentioned Pro- 
fessors Parkes and Draper. From a pnrely scientific stand- 
point probably the most has been done by Dr. de Chau- 
mont. The governments of France and England have 
contributed much knowledge on the subject by health 
commissions appointed to investigate the sanitary condi- 
tions of barracks occupied by soldiers ; the reports of 
General Moran being especially valuable. But it is to 
Dr. Noil Arnott, the famous Scotch educator and physi- 
cian, that humanity owes most for practical knowledge 
on warming and ventilating. Deeply versed in physiesj 
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beiDg the author of a valuable text-book on that Bub- 
ject, he understood the principles and laws under- 
lying the subject. A physician, being one of the most 
eminent in the realm, he well understood the vitiating 
effects of impure air. A practical inventor, he put his 
theories in practice by inventing many heating and venti- 
lating appliances, among which may be mentioned the 
Amott stove, the smokeless grate, and an automatic 
valve for admitting fresh air to flre-places. A philan- 
thropist, he gave his thouglits aud inventions to the 
■world free of charge, refraining always from securing 
patents and copyrights. He did not overlook the needs 
of the schools; he applied his principles to the "Field 
Lane Bagged School " — by a method to be noticed here- 
after — with escellent results. 

A little reflection will answer why a teacher should 
undertake to contribute to this important subject. The 
heaviest blows in any cause have always been struck in 
self-defense. The teacher is defending himself in en- 
deavoring to better the atmospheric condition of the 
school-room where he spends tiie most of his active life. 
Whatever may be said in the defense of children who are 
submitted to the contaminating influences of an impure 
atmosphere, the same may be urged with tenfold em- 
phasis in the defense of teachers ; for while the pupil's 
school life lasts only a few years, the teacher's term is a 
life-time. While it is the duty and desire of all good 
men to help others, the sternest efforts are always made 
in the direction of self-preservation, which, if successful, 
will increase the capacity to help others. I offer no 
apology, therefore, for contributing to a subject in which 
all humanity, and especially all teachers, are so deeply 
interested. 



rTQE EFFECTS OF BRKATIiTNG IMPURE AIR. ^^H 

CHAPTER II. ^H 

THE EFFECTS OF BREATHING rMPUEE AIH. ^^H 

None except he who haa given special study to the 
facta begins to realize the injarious effects of breath- 
ing impure air. Every one knows that a disagreeable 
feeling accompanies the breathing of impure air ; that a 
feeling of stupor, inactivity, drowsiness, and sometimes 
nausea, headache, and vertigo, result directly from the 
occupancy of ill- ventilated rooms. These sensations are 
temporary, and are experienced only while the cause ia 
active, and usually the only thought is to temporarily 
relieve the inconvenience by a recess or a break for fresh 
air. Seldom do persons reflect on the ulterior effects of 
these violations of Nature's laws, and when the outer 
air is reached, and long draughts of the pure element 
relieve the depressed sensations, and send the invigorat- 
ing oxygenated life-blood current coursing through the 
system, raising the spirits and clearing the brain, their 
reflection usually end with relief, and, when more or less 
resuscitated and rescued from the fatal stupor (I use the 
phrase advisedly), the unsuspecting victims crawl back 
into their "Black Holes," again to fill the system with 
gaseous poisons, thinking of it only as an unpleasant 
duty, the immediate endurance of which will bring sub- 
sequent freedom and relief. But this is a great mistake ; 
the temporary suffering consequent on the act of breath- 
ing vitiated air ia but a small part of the objection to 
be urged against it. The principal charge against the 
breathing of impure air is that it sows the seeds of dis- 
ease and death, the length of time in which the subject 
will succumb being in proportion to his strength and 
power of endurance. 
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No Biibject has been more carefully and intelligently 
studied than the direct and ultimate effects of impure air 
on the human system, and on no ephject is there more 
unanimity of competent opinion. Besides the general 
debilitating and weakening eifeets, which render the sys- 
tem susceptible to infectious diseases, breathing impure 
air is believed by the best authorities to be a direct 
cause of phthisis (consumption) and its accompanying 
diseases — catarrh, bronchitis, pneumonia, and many oth- 
ers. \ 

The individual effects of breathing separately the 
foreign gases usually found in the atmosphere need not 
be considered here, but it is their combined effect, com- 
bining as they do with organic emanations from the skin 
and lungs, that chiefly coneema us in considering the 
effect of impure air made so hy respiration. Carbon- 
ic dioxide, COe, is commonly considered the poisonous 
Bubstance in the atmosphere ; this is in the main untrue, 
for moderately large quantities, when pure and mixed 
with air, can be breathed with impunity. COg, by its 
inability to supjiort life, will produce asphyxia by shut- 
ting out the needed oxygen, but it can not be regarded 
as a poison. Substantially the same conclusions have 
been reached by Demarquay, Angus Smith, W. Muller, 
Enlenberg, and Hirt, all of whom have made close in- 
vestigations. It is when mixed with the organic emana- 
tions from the skin and lungs that the poisonous quality 
seems to be present ; and Gavarret and Hammond found 
that the organic matter when taken alone is "highly 
poisonous." It seems, therefore, that the |principal poi- 
soning agents in impure air are organic. ,' Never thelees, 
the amount of 00, in the air is highly important, for its 
presenceisa very good index of the amount of the organic 
impurities, and to measure the percentage of OOj is indi- 
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rectly to measure the degree of vitiation of the air./ (See 
Examination of the Air.) 

On the disease-prod uciing effects of air rendered im- 
pure hy respiration we Lave a host of authorities. The 
following Btatistica are from the English sanitary record, 
given by Ransom, showing the comparative death-rate 
" from pulmonary diseases in different localities where the 
relative impurities are known to vary in about the same 
ratio as is shown in the death-rate. For all England, 
1865-'r6, 3-54 ; for Salford, 5-18 ; Manchester, 7-7 ; West- 
moreland, one of the healthicBt counties, 2'27; North 
Wales, a '51. It is, of course, not to be forgotten that other 
causes, such as intemperance, inanfficient and improper 
food, sedentary pursuits, etc., also conspire in these unfa- 
vorable localities to produce the final result, " But," as 
Dr. Parkes remarks, "allowing the fullest effect to all 
other agencies, there is no doubt that the breathing of the 
vitiated atmosphere of respiration has a most injurious 
effect on the health." Consumption is commonly attrib- 
uted to sadden and undue espoaure to wet and cold, want 
of sufficient food, clothing, etc., but Baudelocque says that 
"impure air ia the great cause of consumption, and that 
hereditary predisposition, un cleanliness, want of clothing, 
bad food, cold and humid air, are by themselves non- 
effective." The following paragraph from Parkes's "Hy- 
giene " I copy for the weight of authority in the eminent 
names mentioned therein : 

" Carmichael, in his work on ' Scrofula ' (1810), gives 
some most striking instances where impure air, bad diet, 
and deficient exercise concurred together to produce a 
most formidable mortality from phthisis. In one in- 
stance in the Dublin House of Industry, where scrofula 
was formerly so common as to be thought contagious, 
there were in one ward, sixty feet long by eighteen feet 
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wide, ttirty-eiglit beds, each containing four cliildreny 
the atmospliere was so bad that in the morning the air of 
the ward was unendurable. In some of the schools exam- 
ined by Carmichael the diet waa excellent, and the only 
causes for the excessive phthisis were the foul air and the 
want of exercise. This was the case also in the house and 
school examined by Neil AjTiott in 1833. Jjepelletier ■ 
also records some good evidence. Prof. Alison, of Edin- 
burgh, aud Sir James Clark, in his invaluable work, lay 
great stress on it. Neil Arnott, Toynbee, Guy, and others, 
brought forward some striking examples before the Health 
of Towns Commission. Dr. Henry MacCormac has in- 
sisted with groat cogency on this mode of origin of phthi- 
sis ; and Dr. Greenhow also enumerates this cause as oc- 
cupying a prominent place." 

Gavin Milroy, in his pamphlet on the " Health of the 
Royal Navy," expresses his belief that the extraordinary 
mortality from consumption on some of the ships was due 
mainly to improper ventilation. Tbe writer on the sub- 
ject of " Consumption " in '•' Chambers's EneyclopEedia " 
saya : "Among the determining causes of consumption 
in large populations the best ascertained are those coa- 
neoted with overcrowding- and bad ventilation." Lan- 
genbeck, an eminent anatomist, says that the prime cause 
of consumption is breathing impure air. 

Impure air is also believed by the best authorities to 
be one of the principal causes of epidemics. Dr. Carpen- 
ter, than whom there is no abler authority, says : "It is 
impossible for any one who carefully examines the evi- 
dence to hesitate for a moment in the conclusion that the 
fatality of epidemics is almost invariably in precise pro- 
portion to the degree in which an impure atmosphere has 
been habitually respired." The Board of Health of New 
York conclude that forty per cent of all deaths are caused 
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"by breathing impure air. la Tiew of each alarming facta, 
this Bame board declarRs : "Viewing the causes of pre- 
ventable diseases, and their fatal results, we nnhesitatingly 
state that the tirst sanitary want in New York and Brook- 
lyn is ventilation." Direct experiment doscribed in an- 
uther place, no less than the direct evidence of the senses, 
proves that the air in our school-rooms is impure in al- 
most all cases, and in a majority of them to a degree far 
beyond the dauger line. 

In view of these facts, and the resnlta as proved by 
the authorities above cited, why is it regarded by the 
public with such indifference ? When a school-house ia 
blown down by a hurricane, killing and maiming a score 
of children, it is justly regarded as a great calamity ; a 
vacation is given to quiet the excited fears of parents and 
.children ; investigating committees are appointed to lo- 

ite the responsibility, and the faces of the whole poi> 
are blanched with apprehension. Why is this? 
ly does the inteUigent parent send his child to a 
school-room poorly ventilated and crowded with chil- 
dren, some of whom are breathing into a stagnant air 
the germs of disease and death, while others, from un- 
washed bodies, are delivering into it their deadly ema- 
nations, and all without a protest on the part of those 
even who provide proper hygienic conditions at home ? 
It is because the effects of the one are immediate, occupy 
little time, the number killed can be actually counted, 
and the exact magnitude of the calamity estimated all at 
once. In the other case the process is slower, but of far 
greater extent ; the actual results are by the general pub- 
lic less definitely known, and ciistom and attention to 

;her matters divert the attention, and the deadly de- 
letion of the innocents by impure air goes ou silently, 
itly, and powerfully. While noisy demanatratioos 
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like that of the cyclone attract attcntioD, aad inspire fear 
and terror, it is in the silent forces that the danger lies. 
Nature's most destructive forces, as well as her strongest 
oonstructiye ones, are silent in their operations ; hut when 
Science detects a silent, insidious enemy to human welfare, 
it is not only our duty to assume an attitude of self-defeuise 
and self -protection, bat it should be regarded as folly 
not to do so. Could the real effects of breathing impure 
air be fully realized by the public, and the actual amount 
that is really breathed be definitely known, such a knowl- 
edge would constitute a most powerful stimulus toward 
solving the problem of ventilation, as well as create a dis- 
position to provide the means necessary thereto, 

The effects of breatliing impure air thus far consid- 
ered are pathological, but it has its pedagogical and eco- 
nomical aspects. Every observing teacher knows the 
immediate relation between the vitiated air in the school- 
room and the work he wishes the pupils to perform. 
Much of the disappointment of poor lessons and the tend- 
ency to disorder are due directly to this cause. The 
brain unsupplied with a proper amount of pure blood re- 
fuses to act, and the will is powerless to arouse the flag- 
ging energies ; the general feeling of discomfort, dissatis- 
faction, and unrest which always accompanies a bad state 
of the blood breeds most of the school-room squabbles, 
antagonism, misunderstanding, and dislike which are 
wont to occur between teacher and pupil. The pnpil 
apparently at variance with his teacher is really at war 
with his own feelings, caused by an impure and stagnated 
condition of the blood. / The teacher who sometimes 
thinks the pupils are all conspiring against him, and who, 
with dizzy and clouded brain, says the wrong thing at 
the wrong time, is really struggling with the poison which, 
on account of his long seclusion from l:he cheerful air, has 
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taken possession of him. Teachers observe how much 
more satisfactory is the work of the first hour of the day 
than that of any subseqaent hour ; this is not because of 
weariness of the pupils, it is because they arc made stupid 
and obtuse, and the teachers made uneasy and freffnl, by 
the accumulating poisons from skin and lungs. / 

From au economical standpoint it would, of course, 
be impossible to estimate the financial waste ot-breathing 
impure air, but it can not but be enormous. | In a com- 
fortable atmosphere of proper temperature and purity 
aa ranch mental labor can be accomplished in one hour 
as can be accomplished in six in an atmosphere rendered 
impure by respiration. / This is, of course, but a random 
estimate, hut I am quite sure that whatever of error it 
contains is on the side of an dereati mating the deteriorat- 
ing influences of impure air rather than of overestimating 
the value of pure air. If, then, we suppose perfect ven- 
tilation possible, and that this estimate is not overdrawn, 
the conclusion follows that in those school-rooms where 
ventilation is imperfect and the air impure six sevenths 
of the money expended to educate a child is wasted. 
Doubtless this will appear to some as an exaggerated 
statement ; but, if wo accept the premises {and this will 
readily be done by all who have tried to think in an un- 
ventilated room), the conclusion is inevitable. This con- 
clusion supposes that perfect ventilation coats no more 
than imperfect or no ventilation ; while this is not strictly 
true, the difference is insignificant when compared with 
the loss we are considering. In any discussion of the 
feasibility of incurring the additional expense of the most 
perfect ventilation, this loss occasioned by the want of 
fach ventilation mast not be ignored. 
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The Composition of (he Air. — The gaseona envelope 
which surrounds the earth, and which we call air, is one 
of the couditions of animal and plant existence. It is 
evident, therefore, that a definite knowledge of its com- 
position and properties is all important. In order to in- 
vestigate the abnormal conditions which often precail, 
with a view to correcting them, we must first know the 
normal conditions. 

; The air is composed mainly of two gases, oxygen and 
nitrogen, in the proportion of about 21 of the former to 
79 of the latter. The following, from Parkea'a " Hygiene,'" 
is probably as exact as has jet been ascertained ; 

Oxygen 209'6 per 1,000 volumes. 

Nitrogen 790-0 

Carbonic dioxide (COj) '4 

Watery vapor Varies with the tempcrati 

Ammonia Trace. 

Organic matter , 



Variable. 



Ozone. 

Salts of sodium 

Other mineral substances 

Pare air is usually considered as consisting exclnsively 
of oxygen and nitrogen, all other eiemeuts existing aH 
impurities in it. But as the air is a mixture of the 
constituents, and not a chemical compound, and as the 
proportion of these elements is variable, it seems more 
reasonable to regard as the true normal air that propor- 
tion of the different elements which beat conserves the 
ordinary uses of air in the snpport of plant and animal 
life. v''Without the COj, small though it be, the air would 
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e vauting in that constituent whicb plants most need ; 
and a certain amount of watery vapor is equally indis- 
pensable toT the use of animals. It seems, therefore, tliat 
COj and watery vapor, in the proportions abovo men- 
tioned,* are really as truly constituents of air as oxygen 
and nitrogen. 

Impuritirs in the Air. — ^There are many substances, in 
many forms and from various sources, constantly passing 
into the air, tending to make it impure and unfit for 
respiration. Of tbese, those which nidre especially con- 
cern us in consideration of the condition of our school- 
houses are vapors and gases from the skin and lungs, 
principally COj and vapor of wat«r ; solid particles of 
Bcaly epithelium from the skin, fibers of cotton, wool, 
etc., bits of hair, wood, coal, chalk-dust, and many other 
things which have a tendency to enter the blood through 
the delicatfl air-cells in the lungs, if gaseous, and to lodge 
in the air-passages or be drawn into the lungs if solid, 
there to irritate by their presence, and poison the system 
by their decay. V 

But Nature, when not hampered by man, has provided 
a compensation for this poisoning process by a counter 
process of pnrification. The winds scatter the impurities, 
diluting them with large quantities of air, oxidizing them 
into simple compounds, and rendering them harmless. 
The tendency which gases have to diffuse causes poison- 
ous substances to be rapidly diluted, to snch a degree as 
to destroy their destructive power. It is evident, then, 
that wherever the contaminating process is active there 
also should the purifying process be active. Wherever 
an unusual amount of unwholesome matter is being 

• The exnct amount of wntery tapor in Ihe air nliich beet servea Iha 
parposea of respirsiian is not doGnkelj bnoim, but, aa far aa iiECcrtiiincd, 
it u oon^ered to be almiit aevent; per oeut of Eaturatioii. 
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evolYGfi, there especially should the purifying conditions 
be present ; air in such places, to remain pure, must be 
changed in rapid succession, in order that dilution, diffn- 
aioE, and oxidation may fulfill their legitimate funetiona. 
In a school-room the contaminating process can not but 
be rapid, and wherever ample provision is not made for 
rapidly changing the air of the room a dangerous con- 
dition of affairs is sure to exist. 

In addition to the inorganic substance suspended in 
the air there is a vast number of organized bodies. While 
some of these organisms are to be found in pure air, they 
are vastly more numerous in impure air, and more espe- 
cially in that impure air made so by animals. Ammonia 
seems to be tbe great supporter of the countless hosts, so 
much so that the amount of this gas found present in the 
air at any time and place is thought to be a fair indication 
of the relative number of organisms there present. More 
than tv?o hundred distinct forms of microscopic animals 
have been discovered in the atmosphere* (Ehrenburg). 
The precise effect of these organisms on health is not 
known, but it is generally believed the effect is detri- 
mental. Bacteria of many forms, and spores of fungi, 
are also found in the air, and all these organisms are 
known to thrive iu the organic impurities found in the 
air. Painstaking investigations as to the disease-producing 
power of these organisms have been in progress within 
the past few years by Drs. Koch and Paeteur, and while 
it is generally believed that these organisms and certain 
diseases are related as cause and effect, no definite germ 
theory of disease has yet (1886) been accepted by the 
medical profession. The facts that are known, how- 

• The pregence of organic malter In the nir may be ahown by the 
aeroKCope, or by forcing air throLigh strong aiilphuric add, when, if pre«> 
eat, the arguilc outtei will lura tbe udd dack. 
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eter, and in which we are here interested are : That a 
large number of impurities exist in the air — that these 
impurities congregate in inclosed, nnventilated apacea 
where they are produced, and that they have a detriment- 
al inSuence on the health. 

The external air from which the school-room must be 
supplied has impurities peculiar to. itself and to the lo- 
cality whence obtained. Dust and smoke exist in the air 
in large quantities, as well as the products of decaying or- 
ganic matter from the surface of the earth, /Equal quan- 
tities of these imparities are not found in all parts of the 
air. Dust and smoke, owing to their tendency to settle, 
will be found in larger quautities nearest the earth. In 
a series of analyses on street-dust, at different elevations, 
Tichhorne found that the amount of dust was not only 
inversely proportional to the elevation, but that the per- 
centage of organic matter that it contained decreases with 
the elevation ; atreet-duat near the ground containing 45 '3 
per cent of organic matter, and that at the top of a pillar 
134 feet high only 29 '7 per cent. The same must be trne 
as to the relative quantity of organic impurities at-different 
elevations. (Oases rising from decaying matter on the 
earth mast rise a certain distance before they can come 
into contact with sufficient pure air to dilute and diffuse 
them. The reason why "ground-air" is unwholesome 
is thus seen to he evident.1 The importance of tbeae facts 
will appear when we come to consider the source of the 
fresh-air supply in ventilation. 

\ There are other sources of impurities, not to be over- 
looked, always existing in rooms heated by stoves or by 
the direct radiation of steam-pipes. The most serious of 
these is found in the use of stoves, which give off, when 
hot, a poisonoua gas. The blue flame sometimes noticed 
in stoves, when coal is first put in, is due to the buxn.vt^ 
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of carbonic monoxide — CO — a very poisonoas gas. Iron,' 
when moderately hot, is not perTious to this gaa, which 
then passes harmlessly up the chimney ; but, when 
Btrongly heated, iron loses the power of retaining it, be- 
comes pervious, and allows the poisonous gas to escape 
into the room. 

Another source of impurity, which is common both 
to stoves and to steam-piiM^s, where the latter are exposed, 
is in the burning and charring of small particles of or- 
ganic matter which settle on them. This burning is 
known to have a very injurious effect on the breathing 
qualities of air in a room, and should be rememberfcd 
when considering the choice of the method of heating, ' 

Humidity of the Aw. — The quantity of watery vapor 
found in the air varies with the locality, temperature, 
and various local conditions, and is importaut from a 
sanitary point of view. The right proportion of moist- 
ure in the air constitutes one of the conditions of a 
healthy climate. In the heating and ventilating of build- 
ings, where the proper proportion of watery vapor ia 
found not to be present, it may be supplied by artificial 
means. A knowledge, therefore, of the proper condi- 
tions of humidity, as well as a knowledge of the means of 
supplying them when absent, is thus seen to be impor- 
tant, 

In crowded school-rooms the symptoms of fainting 
often evinced by pupils is thought to be partly or wholly 
due to an insufficient amount of moisture in the air of 
the room, i Other physiological symptoms of an atmos- 
phere too dry are parched lips and tongue, a dry, fever- 
ish condition of the skin, and, in those children predis- 
posed to lung diseases, a hacking cough, resulting from 
the desiccating effect of excessively dry air on the lunga 
and bronchial tubes. '. 
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Tbe drying power of air depends not bo mach apon 
tho actual quantity of moisture already in the air, as 
upon the capacity of the air, under certain conditions, to 
receive more ; these conditions being mainly the varia- 
tions of temperature. If the air of a room containing a 
certain amount of moisture be raised in temperature sev- 
eral degrees, its capacity for more moisture may he much 
increa^d, while the actual amount already present may 
not be materially diminished. ' Hot air expands, and is 
thereby rendered thirsty, greedily extracting water from 
everything moist with which it comes in contact. Air at 
any temperature, when it contains as much vapor of water 
as it can hold without depositing it in the form of dew, 
fog, etc., is said to be saturated, but it is plain that air 
which is saturated at one temperature will cease to be so 
at a higher temperature unless more moisture be added. 
This point of saturation is called the dew-point. The 
dew-point — the temperature at which the vapor in tbe 
air condenses — is, therefore, variable, and always depend- 
ent on the amount of vapor of water in the air. The 
dew-point is taken as the standard in estimating the hu- 
midity of the air, and is taken as 100 per cent. 

Tbe sanitary condition of the air, as influenced by 
bnmidity, has not received the attention that its im- 
portance demands, yet enough has been done to enable ua 
to estimate within limits fairly narrow. Dr. de Chau- 
mont, in some experiments in various rooms containing 
air of standard respiratory purity, found that the average 
humidity is 73 per cent of saturation. This, it must be 
remembered, was taken in England, where the climate is 
much more moist than that of America. ' Probably an 
humidity somewhat less would answer for our climate, but 
in any case a given standard must be regarded as only 
provisional, changing with the temperature of the room 
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&t the time of testing ; 63° Fahr. was the temperature used 
in the experiments of de Chaumont, 

Some obseryations have been made in this country by 
, D. L. Huntington at the Barnes Hospital, Washington, 
I and by Dr. Cowles at the Boston City Hospitah The 
r results are as follows : " First week in December, 1877. 
Average externa! temperature 38^° ; average temperature 
of the wards, from 71° to 76° Fahr. Average rehitivo 
humidity, from 44 to 49 per cent of saturation ; of outer 
air, 74," This, it will be noticed, shows a much lower 
per cent of moisture in the room than that given by the 
English standard, yet it was claimed that notwithstand- 
ing this small quantity "a peculiar feeling of freshness 
and purity was perceived by those who entered tbe room," 
This "peculiar feeling" which is always eqierie need 
in passing into a warm room in winter is, I think, hard- 
ly a trnstworthy test of the atmospheric pnrity ; and it 
Beems farther unreasonable to suppose that the best sani- 
tary conditions would admit so great a diHereuce as 74 
and 44 percent between the outer and inner air. This 
opinion will be further strengthened if we accept the 
statement of Dr. Parkes, that "warmth and great hu- 
midity are borne on the whole more easily than cold and 
great humidity." There is little doubt that some differ- 
ence exists in the amount of atmospheric moisture re- 
quired by different individnals, but arrangement should 
always be made to suit the average needs of the majority. 
From what I have been able to learn from study and ob- 
servation, I believe that 70 to 75 per cent may safely be 
taken as a provisional standard of humidity for the air 
of school-rooms. 

In rooms where the air ia too dry, it may be moistened 
in winter by placing shallow vessels of water on stoves, 
on heating coils of steam or hot-water pipes, or in tha 
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»t-alr ducts. In summer, moistening by art,iGciii1 meuna 
will seldom be reqaired, but when, on acconnt of imuHual 
dryness of season, the conditions eo require, it may be done 
by sprinkling floors (not a very adrisable method), or by 
ejecting cold water in spray through a series of small holes. 
The humidity of the air may be determined directly 
by means of an hygrometer, or indirectly by meaus of wet 
and dry bulb thermometers. In most hygrometers a bright 
surface is cooled till dew is deposited thereon, and the 
temperature then noted. Owiug to the sensitiveness of 
bair to changes in humidity, it is sometimes made use of 
as an hygrometer ; hair shortens in dry and lengthens in 
moist air ; and if a hair he fastened by one end to an in- 
flexible support and the other end attached to one end 
of a needle bung on a pivot, the other end of the needle 
moving over a graduated scale, it will form a tolerably 
accurate measure of humidity. The method used by me 
is that of the wet and dry hulh thermometer with Ghvi- 
sher'B factors. (See Appendix A.) 

I - I 

^^r EXAMINATION OF THE AIR. ^^^| 

Microscopic. — The microscopic examination of bodies 
suspended in the air is rapidly growing in importance- 
While the work may still be regarded as in its infancy, 
much has been done by Koch, Pasteur, and others, to- 
ward determining the effect on the health of organic 
microscopic bodies in the air. 

It is, of course, not to be expected of one who is 
merely testing the respirability of the air in a school- 
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room to Bearcb for specific diseaae-prodneing germs ; but aa 
large quantities of dast, smoke, etc., Euspended in the air, 
tend to make it irrespirable in proportion to tbe amoant 
of these impurities existing therein, a knowledge of the 
reJative quantity of Buspended matter, as well as tlie nature 
of it, becomes a necessary part of the work of testing the 
fitness of air for respiration. A fair knowledge of the 
respirable quality eaa be obtained without microscopia 
testa ; but as these observations are otherwise interesting 
and instructive, 1 here describe the method used by me, 
which is only one of the many now in use by microscopists, 

Arrange a series of Woulfe's bottles containing pun 
distilled water, connected by tubes, and pass through this 
the air to be examined. The air in passing through the 
water leaves its suspended particles in the water, a drop 
of which can be examined under the microscope. If the 
water was pure distilled, all matter found in it in the 
experiment came from the air.* 

As a means of passing the air through the water, aa 
air-pump or aspirator may he naed. I use an air-pump 
which is so constructed as to admit the easy attachment 
of a small tube. The cubical capacity of the cylinder 
being known, the amount of air drawn through tbe water 
may be found by multiplying the capacity of the cylinder 
by the number of strokes. Should such a pump not be 
accessible, an aspirator may be made by taking a tin vessel 
of known capacity, with an opening at the top to receive 
the tube, and a tap below to let out the water. Fill this 
with water, attach the tube and open the tap ; as the 
water runs down, the vessel will be filled with air drawn 
through tbe water. 

• It Is not, 119 some BuppoBB, a native clmraoteriatic of water to oon- 
tain " live things." Pure wiiter 19 abaolulely devoid of eTciything except 
its two coiutituent elements, oijgeo uid hydrogen. 
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The nature of the orgiinisins in the air can be farther 
studied, if desired, by passing the air through a cultivat- 
ing solution, which is set aside and the germs carefully 
studied from day to day as tliey develop. A solution of 
isinglass, two parts in 400 parts of pure distilled water 
'(Fodor), makes a good medium. 

Chemical. — A complete analysis of impure air compre- 
hends the quimtitative and qualitative tests for carbonic 
dioxide, COj, free ammonia, NH3, and other nitrogenous 
matter, oxidizable matters, nitrous and nitric acids, and 
hydrogen sulphide, HsS ; but for ordinary practical pur- 
poses the determination of the COg is by far the most 
important, and is ordinarily the only one which need be 
made. While the poisonous qualities of the air are not 
wholly due to the presence of the Copper se, the amount 
of this gas found to be present is, in air made impure by 
respiration, generally a good measure for other impurities 
to which the poisonous quality is principally due. Owing 
to this fact, a careful test for the amount of CO^ contained 
in a given atmosphere is generally the only one which 
need be made where air is tested merely to determine its 
respiratory purity. 

The mere preaence of CO2 in the air may be tested by 
exposing baryta-water in a shallow open dish ; if COj is 
present, awhite deposit of barium carbonate will be formed 
on the surface of the liquid, the amonnt and ra]iidity of 
the formation being proportional to the amount of GOj in 
the air. The exact proportion of OOj in a given quantity 
of air may be determined by different processes ; but that 
of Pettenkofer, which is familiar to me by use, is probably 
as good as any. Briefly it is as follows : Take a glass bot- 
tle of about one gallon capacity — i^ litres ; fill the bottle 
with water in tho place where the air is to be tested. 
four out the water, allowing it to drain. This expels tha 
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air formerly in the bottle, and fills it with the air of the 
room. Now pour into the bottle 60 c. c. (cubic centime^ 
tres) of clear lime- or baryta- water ; close the month air- 
tigJd, and shake. Allow this to stand eight hours if lime- 
water, or one hour if baryta-water. The COg will all be 
absorbed by the water, the causticity of which will be 
lessened in proportion to the quantity of COg in the 
vessel ; the COg, being acid, neutralizing the lime hy 
forming a neutral carbonate. If now the causticity of 
the water be known before aud after the COj has been 
united with it, the difference will show the amount of 
lime which has united with COg. To find the caieticity 
of lime, prepare an oxalic-acid solution.* Take 30 c. c. of 
fresh lime-water, like that used in the first part of the 
experiment, and mix with it just enough of the oxalic 
solution to exactly neutralize it.f The amount of the 
oxalic solution whioh will bo required to do this will be 
somewhere between 34 and 41 milligrammes, the amount 
■varying with the temperature. Now take 30 c, c. of the 
solution in the large bottle, aft«r the expiration of the 
prescribed time, and try how much of the oxalic solution 
it takes exactly to neutralize it. The difference between 
this and the preceding shows the number of milligrammes 
of lime which were united with the CO^ contained in the 
air in the bottle. Multiply this difference by 0*795,t 

* This aolution is prepared by diBsolving 2'SD graminea of mstallined 
oxalic ajnd in one litre of pure tllstiUed water ; 1 c. c neutraiizos 1 milli. 
gramme of lime. 

f It nilt be neutralized when it doca not change tbe color of tu 
paper dipped into it. 

% The moleDular weight ot CaO (lime) is B8, and that of CO,, 44, the 
weight ot CO, being tberofore JJ that of lime. The ratio between weight 
snd volume at 32° Fahr. ia -BOB. Th<?n JJ x -506 k 2 = "796, the factor 
used above. The reason for multiplying by 2 will be evident bj re 
iug Uut only 30 a. c. of the lime-water was used out of the GO o. o. put la. 
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■ffhich gives the number of c. c. of COj coDtaioed in the 
air examined. Piud tlie amount of air in the bottle by 
subtracting the volume of the lime-water put in, 60 c, c., 
from the total capacity of the bottle expressed in litres. 
The CO. of COs divided by the volume of air will give the 
number of c. e. of COj in 1,000 parts of air. The follow- 
ing general formula will be found useful in solving ex- 

amples : x =■- ^^ . Reference: a:=c. c. of CO, per 

litre; « = first alkalinity of lime-water; a'= alkalinity 
after exposure to air in the jar ; c = capacity of the jar ; 
d = space occupied by the lime-water. When the air is 
Bereral degrees either below or above the freezing point, as 
will generally be the case, a correction for temperature must 
be made, as a given volume of air when expanded by heat 
is less dense, and when contracted by cold more dense, 
than normal. " Air expands or contracts -2 per cent for 
every degree it deviates from the standard " ; hence '3 
per cent added to the result for every degree above 33° 
Fahr., or subtracted for every degree below 33° Fahr., 
■will be a sufficient correction for temperature. At ordina- 
ry elevations a correction for pressure wil! not be necessary. 
The following example, selected from a series of ex- 
periments made by me, will be sufficient to illustrate the 
process. By first testing tho alkalinity of the lime-water 
(1=38; after exposure a'=30 ; c=4,500 c. c, (/=60 c. c 

Then X = ^^!Tf»' lT^ =l-432 c.c. of CO, per 1,000 vol- 
4,500—60 

nmes of air. Correcting for temperature, which was in 
this instance 80", or 48° above 32°: 48X'002-l-lXl'43a= 
1'569. As there are only -4 c. c. COj in air of standard 
purity, the above test shows a bad condition of air- 
Prof. William Jones proposes the following modifiea- 
;tioQ of this method, which will give the same results. 
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lessening somewhat tlie work of calculation where a large 
number of testa are made. If we take the molecular 
weights of COb aud IlaCaOj + ZHaO (oxalic acid), which 
are 43-89, and 135 '7 respectively, wo see that one part by 

weight of COj is equal to r;- , or 2 '8639 by weight of 

HjCeO^ + SHjO ; and as one part bj weight of CO, ia 
equal to 0'5089 part by volume, then each 2'8639 parts of 
oxalic acid are equal to 0'508C part by volume of carbonic 
acid. Therefore 0-5086 : 28,639 : : 1 : 56,309, or 5 -6309 parts 
by weight of oxalic acid are equal to 1 volume of caj-bonic 
acid ; consequently, if we dissolve 5 "63 graina of crystal- 
lized oxalic acid in 1 litre of distilled water, 1 c. c, of this 
aolutioD will be equal to 1 c. c, of COa, thua indicating the 
volume of COb present in a given amount of air by the 
dilEerence in the number of cubic centimetres of oxalic acid 
Bolution required to neutralize a given amount of lime- or 
baryta-wator before and after shaking with the air, with- 
out any more calculation ; except that if we use only one 
half the amount of lime-water that has been shaken with 
the air, it will be necessary to multiply the result by 2. 

In the absence of tlie means for chemical tests, the 
sense of smell by a healthy person may be employed with 
fair results. Dr. de Chaumont states that '4133 parts of 
COb per 1,000 volumes of air can be barely perceived by 
the sense of smell carefully exercised. When O'S'i'OS of a 
part is present the organic matter becomes disagreeable, 
and when 0'9054 of a part is present it becomes offensive 
and oppressive. After this limit has been reached, and 
the air becomes loaded with still more impurities, the 
sense of smell becomes unable to detect shades of differ- 
ence. He concludes, from a long series of such experi- 
ments, that "0-2 per 1,000 in round numbers is the maxi- 
mum of respiratory impurity admissible in a properly 
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^^ TeotiUtedair^ace."* It must be remembered that after 


the first few minntes in the room the sense of smell be- 


comes unreliable. This test can be applied only by per- 


sona of keen sense and close and discriminating judg- 


ment, and then only at the moment of first entrance into 


the room from pure external air. 


EXPEKIMBMTAL TESTS. 


Time of dor at which 


1 


' 


3 


4 










dr was taken 


11 A. H. 




11 1. u. 


4F.1I. 


Ho. of pupUB in the 












GO 


65 


46 


KI 


Ko. and condition of 


8, all open 


6, three of 


8, three of 4, on oppo- 


nindowB. 




them being 


Ihem raised site sides 




below. 




from the 


and all 






bottom. 


bottom. 


open. 


External temperature. . 


60° 


76° 


eo= 


70° 


!.„„., »p.jjx: 


80" 
68° 


16' 

72° 


88° 
76° 


70° 
68° 


Condition of the wind. 


Strong 


Calm. 


Gentle 


Gentle 




breeze. 






breeze. 


No. ot parts of 00s in 










1,000 pang of air 










taken from near ceil 










ing 


3 063 


S-3S7 


2-ISS 


1'066 


No. oi parts of CO, in 


I.OnO parts of air 










taken from near the 










floor 


l-6fl9 


l'B23 


1-S42 


■B418 


No. of parte of CO, in 


1,000 pnrtfl of exter- 










nal air taken outside 










the building 


■BOl 


■BI3 


■4S3 


■4Bfl 


Method of heating. . . . 


Steam— 
direot r«. 
diatioa. 


No fire. 


Steam— 
diation. 


No fire. 


Method ot ventilating. 


One oQtlet/By windows 


One oatlel, 






lOiia in., 1 only. 


lOsie in.. 






inlo a shaft, 


Into a shaft 






without 


without 






heat. 


heat. 




* EoMoe found in a school of tiilj-aoTea bo;g S'l piuil of COt 9" . 
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The accompanying tabulated record shows the resii^^^ 
of a few testa made by me oa specimens of air taken from 
different school-rooms. 

These results show — first, that all the rooms from 
, which air was taken contained an amount of COj consid- 
erably aboTe the limit of respiratory impurity (t. e., -i -\- -3 
= ■6 parts in 1,000 parts of air); secondly, that the amount 
of COj is due not so much to the number of hours the 
room had been occupied as to the conditions of ventila-. 
tion. In Experiment 4, where the purest air waa found, 
the room bad been occupied all day, but on this particu- 
lar day the weather was fine, with a breeze from the west. 
The windows were on opposite sides, east and west, bo 
that a current of air was passing directly through the 
room. On some other day, when the windows might have 
to be closed on account of bad weather, and the wind 
happened to blow in some other direction, this room 
wouid have no ventilating advantages over the others. 
Thirdly, that COj was in every case found in the largest 
Lqnantities at the top of the room ; and, fourthly, that the 
Ffixternal air is generally pure, so far as COg is concerned. 
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"When decided by examination that the air of a school- 
i.room is unfit for respiration, the question naturally pre- 
' Bents itself, How may this air be renewed, and what should 

1,000. WeaTcT found in b girls' school in LpiccatCir, Englnni). G'28 parts 
P« 1,000. Fetteakofer found in au occupied n>om T2S paHa per l,OO0i. 
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"be the rate of this renewal in order that it may be main- 
tained in a state of respirable purity ? Let us consider 
the latter question first : The amount of COj evolved by 
one person in one hour is — adult males, 0'7 of a cubic foot ; 
adult females, 0-6 ; children, 0'4. If we take 0-3 COg 
per 1,000 Yolomes of air as the extreme admissible limit 
I of vitiation (and this is as much as is safely admissible), 
I the number of cubic feet of fresh air which will be viti- 
I ated by each person in one hour may be expressed by the 

formula " = -tj where v = the required amount of fresh 

air per hour ; a = the amount of 00^ exhaled by each 

person, and i = the limit of admissible impurity. In the 

I case of children, where the amount of 00^ exhaled is O'i, 

1 0'4 

[ we have by substitution ^-^ = 2. 5 in the formula is ex- 

[ pressed per thousand volumes ; therefore v represents the 

I number of thoumnds of cubic feet of air. 

The number of cubic feet of air vitiated by each child 

I in one hour is 3,000. In high-schools, where pupils are 
large, it would be more nearly correct to use 0'6 of a 

' cubic foot as the amount of COj evolved by each ; and in 

I colleges 0'7 of a cubic foot, the amount given off by 
adults. These conditions, then, would require, respect- 
ively, for smalt children, 2,000 cubic feet per head ; for 
high-school pnpils, 3,000 cubic feet ; and for college stu- 
dents, 3,500 cubic feet. In a school-room of ordinary 
size there are 28 X 34 X 14 = 13,328 cubic feet of air. 
From the foregoing it was seen that each child requires 

I 2,000 cubic feet of pure air per hour ; sisty children — 
about the average school number — will therefore require 
the same amount in one minute. It is plain, then, to see 
that the air in the average school-room, were there no 
means for ventilation, would become vitiated in less thao. 
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- 13,328 -^ 2,000 = 6-66+ min. It ap-' 
pears evident, then, that in order to meet the require- 
ments of perfect ventilation the air in the room must be 
changed every seven minutes, and the total amount of 
fresh air which must be passed through a school-room of 
ordinary capacity and occupancy is 2,000 X 60 = 120,000 
cubic feet per hour. 

After the first few minutes — the time required to viti- 
ate the amount of air the room contains — the size of the 
room makes no diSerence in the constant amount re- 
quired. It is the number and size of the oeenpanta which 
must regulate the amount neeessary for ventilation. The 
size of the room, and the number of cubic feet to bo sup- 
plied each pupil, are important ^qly for the fact that a 
given amount of air can be passed through a large room 
without producing strong currents more easily than the 
same amount through a small room. The size of the 
room, therefore, and the number of cubic feet per head, 
are no indicafcious of the respiratory quality of the air 
therein contained. 

Mow to Estimate the Amount of Air passing througk 
a Room. — The air passing through a room may be esti- 
mated either by measuring it a^ it comes in or as it passes 
out. Before making these measurements they should be 
made intelligible by an understanding of a few funda- 
mental properties of fluids, of which air is one- 
All movement in the air is caused by an inequality of 
pressure in diflierent localities due to inequality of heat 
Wind — air in motion — is simply tJic movement of the air 
of one locality toward another locality containing air of 
less density. As heat expands the air, making it lighter, 
the movement of the air will always be in the direction 
of the warmer temperature. The air, being matter, haa 
weight, and is subject to the same laws of pressure and 
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falling as other matter. If the atmosphere were of uni- 
form density from top to bottom, it would form an on- 
yelope aroand the earth about five miles in depth. 

The velocity which a body acquires in fulling is ex- 
pressed by the formula v = V'igU, where v = velocity, 
H = height through which the body falls, g = the accel- 
eration due to gravity. This is nearly equal to eight 
times the square root of the height, and for simplicity 
may be so expressed : Sy'II. 

The particles which constitute a fluid, as water or air, 
have no friction among themselves, and exert pressure in 
all directions. Another fundamental law following from 
this is that fluids will pass through an orifice below the 
surface with the same velocity that a body would acquire 
in falling a. distance equal to that between the surface 
and the orifice ; and that, when passing through an orifice 
in a partition separating the fluid from another fluid of 
different height, the velocity will be equal to that of a 
body falling a distance equal to the diSerence of the 
depth of the fluids on the two sides. The pressure of the 
air on any surface near the earth is about fifteen pounds 
to the square inch, and is the weight of a column of air 
five miles in height. Air, then, would rush into a vacuum 
with a velocity which a body would acquire in falling five 
toiles. It would rush into a room containing air of a less 
pressure, which may be considered as a partial vacuum, 
■with a velocity due to a height which represents the dif- 
ference between outside and inside pressure. Kow, a di- 
rect relation exists in any substance between weight and 
density, and as a volume of air increases regularly witli 
the temperature, lessening its density and weight in the 
game ratio, a means for measuring the difference of press' 
ure by comparing the temperature of the air on either 
of ihe partition is thus afforded ; and this, together 
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with a comparison of the relative height of tho entrance 
and exit orifices in a room, enables us to calculate the 
velocity with which air is passing. 

Air expands ^Vr "^ '''^ vohime for every degree Fahr- 
enheit. The height through which a body would fall 
having the required velocity which we are considering 

ia expressed by the formula H = -75-.— > where H = the 

height through which a body would fall to acquire the 
velocity under consideration ; h = height from the en- 
trance to the exit orifice ; t = the difference in tempera- 
ture between inside and outside. By substituting this 
value of H in the general formula {c = 8 y' H) for falling 
' FxT 
491 
Example ; Suppose h = U tt., t = 30° ; then v = 

Sy ■ - j. — = 6 "033 + ft., the velocity of the air per sec- 
ond. An ^lowance of from one sixth to one half of the 
theoretical velocity must always be made for friction,* 
according to circumstances aud special peculiarities of the 
openings and ducts or tubes leading thereto. Having 
found the velocity, the amount of fresh air may be found 
by multiplying the velocity by the sum of the areas of 
the openings expressed in feet. 

These calculations are equally true whether the open- 
ings are windows or apertures constructed especially for 
ventilation. When windows are used, a difficulty arisea 
in making the computation, due to the difficulty of ascer- 
taining where the air enters and where it leaves the room; 
windows on different sides of the room, being of the same, 

* For dtAcuagJoD of parttcutar cnxes nnd piactionl formulis for d 
tainiog volodtj, Bee Appeodii ** B," 
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distance from the floor, and their openings at different 
times varying in position and size to suit the freaks of 
the occupants, are inlets or outlets according to the cir- 
enmstances. The same window may be inlet and outlet 
at the same time, producing cross-cnrrents and strong 
draughts, the disagreeable natnre of which is well known 
to all victims of window-ventilation. 

The simple conditions governing the possibilities of 
this method of measuring the amount of air which is 
passing through a room are, that the air in the room 
must he of a higher temperature than that outside ; the 
air must pass in from below and pass out above. In sum- 
mer, when the outside temperature is equal to or higher 
than that inside, this method is not available. It is also 
unreliable when the wind is blowing, unless the openings 

I are properly guarded against the unequal pressure due to 

Lihis cause. ^ 

I The Anemometer. — When the wind is blowing, or any 

L«of the conditions of the above method of measuring the 
velocity of the air are otherwise not complied with, the 
anemometer must be used. Of these instruments many 
kinds are now in use, but in principle they are all essen- 
tially the same. They consist of fans revolving on au 
axis (after the manner of a wind-mill) which is connected 
by wheel-work with an indicator showing the velocity of 

^the air which is moving the fans, 

In»ufficiency of ordinary Air-Supply. — School-housea 
Which make pretensions to ventilation other than by 
3 of doors and windows commonly have a single 
register for the admission of fresh air, and one for the 
(exit of foul air. These are variously situated— some- 

nimes at the top of the room, sometimes at the bottom, 

■" See " Regulating the DraflB of Openinj-a," page 50. 
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and at other times midway between floor and ceilin™ 
The nroper position for these ventilating openings will be 
flousidered iu auotlier place ; bat, supposing them to be 
situated properly, we are ready from the foregoing to con- 
sider the efficiency of these breathing- holes. 

These regietera are usually about 16 X 18 inches, and 
sometimes mneb smaller; tbia gives a total area for the 
entrance of pure air of 388 square iucbes. or 3 square feet; 
multiplying by 6, the nnmber exjiressing the velocity in 
the example previously given (where the height of the 
room is 14 feet, the difference between the temperature 
of air outside and inside 30°), we have 12, the nnmber of 
cubic feet of air passing into the room per second ; mul- 
tiplying this by 3,600, we have 43,300, the number of 
cubic feet of air passing into the room per hour. We saw 
above that each pnpil requires 3,000 cubic feet per hour 
in order that the degree of vitiation may not exceed the 
limit, 0-3 of a part of 00a per 1,000 parts of air ; and that 
sixty pupils require 120,000 cubic feet of pure air per 
hour. It thus becomes evident that this amount of open- 
ing will ordinarily supply only about ono third of the 
quantity of air required. Air passed through an opening 
of this size, in order to be sufficient, would have to move 
at the rate of about eighteen feet per second, or about 
eight and a half miles per hour. When air is moving 
two miles per hour, it becomes perceptible to the senses as 
wiod ; and if it were passing into a room at the rate of 
eight miles an hour it would be a breeze which would be 
dangerous to the pupils sitting near it, especially if it was 
not warmed before passing in. This velocity of air would 
be neither tolerable nor possible, unless it should be first 
warmed and then forced into the room by means of asjii- 
rating chimneys, or by mechanical means deacribod in 
another place. 
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^H The Distribution of Air. — No leas important than the 

^^B adequate qaantitj of air to be supplied to a room is its 

^^m proper distribation. This is impossible where but a sin- 

^^1 gle opening is furnished for admission, and the same for 

^H exit. Under these conditions the air may pass through 

^H the room in a narrow current, without being utilized by 

^H mixing with the vitiated air of the room. 

^^m In considering these single openings of the ordinary 

^H Btze, I have supposed the conditions such as to make them 

^H connt for their greatest possible utility ; but when we 

^^1 remember that they are often misplaced — that the diSer- 

^^B ence in internal and external temperature is often not eo 

^H favorable as the case considered ; that the passages through 

which the air must pass before reaching the room, and in 

making its final escape in leaving it, do by friction greatly 

lessen the amount given by the theoretical estimate; and 

that these passages are often neglected and impure — we 

are forced to the conclusion that this much provifiion for 

furnishing pure air to a school-room is in its effects, if not 

absolutely nil, so very little that it maybe ignored. The 

further conclusion is, that what air pupils generally get 

cornea in through windows and doors. 



I Ha VINO learned something of the nature and require- 
ments of the air we breathe, of the source of its impuri- 
ties, the amount needed, and the way by which it may be 
measured, we are ready to consider how a room is to be 
supplied with air of the requisite quantity and quality, 
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and how its proper temperature may be maintained. How 
to remove the air from a rooiu as fast as it becomes viti- 
ated, and to supply its place with pure air of the proper 
temperature, are questions in engineering, to answer which 
ia at ODce necessary and difficnlt. 

The difficulties which attend the auswering of these 
questions are in part theoretical and in part mechanical ; 
theoretical, in that all devices and means to accomplish 
the ends of ventilation must rest on general principles, 
and conform to the known laws of matter and motion ; 
mechanical, in that the successful application of the most 
obvious general principle implies good workmanship. 

The most perfect theory of ventilation, based on cor- 
rect physical principles, might be totally defeated in its 
ends by a bungling carpenter. These important ques- 
tions, then, can be mot and answered only by accurate 
and skillful workmanship, baaed on correct theory. 

A secondary difiiculty attending all efforts to engineer 
air is that it is invisible. Could the air and the impuri- 
ties which it contains he seen, we should at every turn 
receive practical hints how to move it, as well aa constant 
admonition that it is to our best interests to do so ; but, 
instead of the advantages which the visibility of the air 
would afford, we have to rely on our knowledge of its 
properties and laws, and on our reason in interpreting ex- 
isting causes and their attendant effects. 

Warming and ventilating are antagonistic processes— 
the one is addition, the other subtraction ; the one a giv- 
ing, the other a taking away. But, as the two processes 
are inseparably connected and mutually interdependent, 
it will be necessary, partially at least, to treat of them 
together. 

Natural and Artificial Ventilation. — So many differ- 
ent devices of warming and ventilating have been em- 



1 



m GESEHAL PRINCIPLES OF VENTILATION'. 47 

' ployed, some of which make nse of mechanical meana 
to move the air, that ventilation is ixBUally considered 
nnder two classes — natural and artificial ventilation. 

In natnral ventilation the openings are so constructed 
and arranged as to make the natural forces in the rising 
of warm air, and in the falling of cold air, do the work of 
changing the air of the room. 

In artificial ventilation, the air is forced into the room 
by mechanical power. 

This c lass ifl cation, while convenient enough, is, after 
all, entirely arbitrary. All ventilation is in one sense 
artificial, and in another sense all ventilation is natural. 
"Natural" ventilation is artificial, as it requires art in 
making the openings of the proper construction and po- 
sition ; "artificial" ventilation is natural in that natural 
laws must be utilized and directed. 

Illuslration of the General Theory of Veniilaiion. — 
As the laws of motion and pressure governing fiuids are 
equally applicable to air and to water, the following in- 
teresting experiment illustrates the general theory of 
Tentilation : 

Take a large glass jar and fill it with clear water to 
represent the externa! atmosphere. Fill a large square 
bottle, having apertures near the top and bottom, with 
colored water to represent the internal air of the room 
and its impurities ; see that it ia of the same temperature 
as the water in the Jar, and then suspend the bottle in 
the water in the jar. On carefully opening the apertures 
it will be noticed that a mingling of the clear and colored 
waters takes place very slowly. This is due to diffusion, 
and illustrates what takes place in the air when the in- 
ternal and external temperatures are equal and the at- 
mosphere quiet. If now the colored water he heated to a. 
temperature several degrees above that of the clear water. 
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^^ it will be seen to rise and pass out of the upper apertnre^^^ 
the outaido clear water, being heavier, flowing in at the 
lower aperture. The colored water soon paasea out, leav- 
ing the bottle filled with the pure water. This illustrates 
ventilation in winter, when the air of the room is warmer 
than that outside. If the colored water in the bottle be 
cooled by ice or a freezing mixture, and the outside water 
be warmed, tlie current will be reversed ; the heavier, 
cool colored water will flow out at the lower aperture, 
and the outside clear water will flow in through the upper 
one to fill the space thus left. This illnatrates the action 
of the air in summer, when the air of the room is cooler 
than the air outside. 
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I Position of Ventilators. — The question is often asked, 
Where should ventilators be placed ? Some say at the 
top of the room, others say at the bottom; the experi- 
ment described in the foregoing chapter answers this 
question. When only the conditions of ordinary natural 
ventilation are present, there can be but one answer — 
ventilators should ie at the top of the room. The air in 
the room, when warmer than the outside air, must come 
in at the bottom and go out at the top ; and, when cooler 
than the outside air, must come in at the top and pass 
out at the bottom. 

This movement may be reversed, but it must be done 

Bby means other than that afforded by natural ventilation; 

ind, even in the plenum movement described in another 
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place, it is always the part of economy to work with Na- 
ture, and not agiiinat her. 

Ventilators are often placed near the floor because of 
the erroneous idea that the foal air is bolow. The fact 
that COg is a little heavier than air has led to the hasty 
concinsion that it at once settles, and is to be found near 
the floor. The facts are that COj forms a very email per- 
centage of each expired breath, and its temperature, aa well 
as that of the air from the lungs with which it is mixed, is 
when leaving the mouth much higher than that of the sur- 
rounding air ; it is therefore lighter, and at once rises; and 
the tendency it has toward rapid diffusion prevents its sint- 
ing even after it has become as cool as the air of the room. 

The tendency which gases of great differences of den- 
sity have to diffuse, even against the force of gravity, may 
be illustrated by taking two bottles, filled, one with hy- 
drogen, tlie lightest gaa known, and the other with the 
heavy COg gaa which we are considering. Connect the 
bottles by a glass tube passing through the cork stoppers 
of each. Leave them for a time with the light hydrogen 
above and the heavy COj below, and in a short time they 
will be thoroughly mijied, the heavy gaa having risen 
against gravity to mix with the hydrogen. 

In certain modern systems of heating and ventilating, 
to be described hereafter, the ventilating ducts are placed 
near the iloor. This is thought by the inventors of these 
systems necessary to prevent the too rapid escape of the 
fresh air as it enters the room and immediately rises to 
the top. If this warm air were properly distributed as it 
entered, it would be sufEciently vitiated to require its 
removal on reaching the top of the room ; hut, as this is 
seldom the case, the diEBculty is met by placing the out- 
lets below, allowing the upper hot air to press the cooler 
air down and out. 
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As a justification for this arrangement, the autliore 
these syetems have tried to persuade themselves and the 
public that the foul air of a room ja at the bottom, and 
hare conducted some curious experiments to prove this ; 
among which may be mentioned those of Mr. Leeds, of 
Philadelphia. 

He first takes a large glass tube, with perforated caps 
at each end, as represented in Fig. 1. Smoke is blo'tvu 
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into the tube through the rubber tube T. It will i 
rise to the top of the tube, but on cooling it soon settles 
to the bottom and Bows out at A. This smoke is intended 
to represent the carbonie-acid gas, COs, from the longs, 
which it is claimed by this experiment will fall like the 
smoke at a temperature of from 60° to 70°. 

This, with no further knowledge of the nature of 
smoke and COj, would readily pass for a legitimate com- 
parison ; but a moment's reflection reveals a fallacy. 
Smoke is solid matter in a flue state of division floating 
in warm rising air. When the air cools and ceases to 
rise, these solid particles by their superior specific gravity 
fall. But COg is not a solid; it is a gas ; and gases have 
tlie property oE rapid diffusion. The relatively small 
quantity of COa at any one time rising with the heated 
air will have more than time thoroughly to diffuse in the 
air before the latter cools sufficiently to allow the settling 
of a similurly suspended solid. 

Another alleged proof, by the same author, consiBta 



Ldmittiag some GO^ Id an undiluted state into an in- 
closed space io which tapers are burning at different 
heights. The 00^ being heavier than air, when thus 
poured in, of course sinks to the bottom, and extingnishea 
the lower lights first, which is given as suEBcient proof 
that foul air is foand at the bottom of the room. Here 
the quantity of COb used, and the time given for its dif- 
fusion, are all out of proportion with the actual con- 
ditiohs ever existing in an occupied room. 

Experimental demonstration does not always demon- 
strate. Nothing may be more misleading in its teaching 
than an experiment which is only half interpreted. Shonld 
this reasoning be thought insulBeient. the facts may be 
easily ascertained by examining the air for CO2. (See 
Experimental Tests, page 37.) 

kCHAPTEB Tin. ^^M 

INLETS. ^^^1 

Position. — Inlets, as before intimated, should be placed 
near the floor. It is sometimes claimed that in order to 
avoid cold air on the feet the inlets should be placed seven 
to nine feet from the floor, so that the cold air on entering 
may sink and mingle with the warmer air of the ixiom as 
it descends. Too much can not be said against submitting 
the occupants of a room to cold drafts of air ; and where 
the air is allowed to enter without being warmed, or with- 
out provision being made for its warming as it enters, it 
is perhaps less objectionable to admit the air from above ; 
but, as it should be a settled principle in building school- 
hoiiseB that the air should never enter viithmi aomb "^^ 
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^Bvtjti'on for its warming, the objection to ita admission 
^^ftfrom below diBagipeura, To ndciit it from anywhere else 
^Via practically to destroy the upward direction of the cur- 
[^ rent, upon which the regular change of the air of the room 
mainly depends. 

In Biimmer, when the inside air is sometimes cooler 

than the outside, the ventilation will be downward, and 

the inlet and outlet openings at the bottom and top of 

I the rooms respectively will change fnnctionS) the air com- 

ting in at the top and going ont at the bottom ; but this 
ia not often the case, especially in school-houses whore 
school is not in session during the hottest weather. 
Total Size and Distribution of Inlets. — Inlets should, 
of course, be of sufficient area to admit the requisite 
amount of air without requiring so high a velocity as to 
cause drafts. The total area may be easily approximated 

, where A equals the sectional 

area of the inlet ; V equals the volume of air passing 
through the inlet per hoar ; v' equals the velocity of air 
in feet per second through the inlet ; 3,fi00 equals num- 
ber of seconds per hour. It is generally more convenient 
to let A represent the number of cubic feet of air required 
per hour by each pupil, then the amount required for 
any number of pupils can easily he obtained. The valae 
of V has already been discussed. (See Appendix " B.") 
Example : 

Wiiat will bo the total sectional area of inlets required 
in a room capable of accommodating 75 pupils P If each 
pupil requires 3,000 cubic feet per hour, and the velocity 
■with which the air can he admitted is found to be 7 feet 

second, then A = ' — = = -119 square foot = lt-1 

iqiiare inches for each pupil. By referring to the exaio- 
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in Appendix " B," it will be seen that 7'7 is the Te- 
locity attained when a gnod aspirating chimney is' used. 
It often happens in ordinary conditions of natural venti- 
lation that the velocity is not more than 5 feet per second. 

Uaiog this number in the above problem, A = ■— ' = 

-| square foot, or 24 square inches. Counting 60 as the 
number of pupils to be supplied, the total area of inlets 
will be 60 X 24 = 1,440 square inches. This is eqiial to 
one inlet 37'8 inches square, or 10 square feet. About 
the same area ia required for outlets, making 20 square 
feet as the total area required for inlets and outlets in an 
ordinary school-room. 

Distribuiion of Inlets. — The air should never he ad- 
mitted through a single inlet, hut should be so distributed 
around the room that free diffusion may occur. To pass 
air into a single opening of a large room, and allow it to 
pass directly out at another opening, n ly be likened to a 
waiter who would feed a company by carrying a quantity 
of food through a dining-room without stopping to pass 
it around. One foot square is large enough for one 
opening. In the example given above we have then ten 
openings, which should be equally distributed around the 
room ; the same number of outlets would not be re- 
quired, thongh they must be equal in area. 

Source of the Air supplying Inlets. — It ia an im- 
portant matter, thongh often overlooked, that the air 
which furnishes the supply to inlets should come from 
a pure source. It is generally understood that tlie sur- 
face condition of any locality determines largely the 
condition of the air which comes in contact with that 
surface. A wind, if blowing over an icy region, will he 
cold ; if across a dry and arid region, it will be dry, des- 
iccating, and parching; if over a swampy, wet l^Kaii.^, 
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where large quantitiea of organic matter are in a state of 
decay, it will be laden with sickening vapors and mala- 
rial germa. 

In full knowledge of these universallj recognized facts, 
the air which furnishes the inlets is often drawn from 
near the damp ground, and sometimes from the vicinity 
of back yards and alleys, where all kinds of filth and ref- 
use pollute this "fresh supply" before it enters the 
school- room. 

Unless the school-hoVie is estremely fortunate in its 
location-site, and at some distance away from all other 
buildings, the air supply should he drawn at some dis- 
tance from the gronnd, by means of upright shafts or 
tubes of the height determined by the circumEtanees of 
each case. Fig. 3 illustrates the movement of the air 
down the shaft, through the room, and out at the venti- 
lator. A, downcast tube, with conical -shaped cap in- 
verted ; B, entrance shaft ; 0, n]X!ast cowl, with conical- 
shaped cap erect ; D, outlets in the ceiling ; E, registers 
admitting air into the room ; E, room ; W, windows. 

The chief objection to the use oE down shafts for the 
purpose of getting pure air is to be found in the retarda- 
tion due to the friction. This may he entirely overcome 
hy means of aspirating chimneys, but even when these 
are absent the friction may be largely compensated for by 
properly arranging the shape of the shafts and ventila- 
tors. Reference to Fig. 3 will show how this may he done: 
the wind striking the inclined surface of the inverted 
conical cap is deflectefl downward into the shaft, thua 
increasing the amonnt of air entering the room. In the 
ventilator 0, on the other hand, the wind striking against 
the oppositely inclined surface of the erect conical cap, as 
well as the flange C below, is deflected upward, causing 
an upward draft in the ventilating tube. 
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'^ Lobster-backed '^ cowls are sometimes used on yenti- 
lators to increase their aspirating power. These revolye 

Fio. 2. 




with the wind, keeping the back to the windward, thus 
preventing the wind from blowing down the tube \ the 
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liability, however, of these cowls to get oat of order haa 
led to their disuse. 

All shafts and tubes leading to the room should he so 
constructed as to reduce friction to a mioimum, and ad- 
mit of frequent cleaning ; they should therefore be lined 
with some smooth, hard material, and bo made accessible 
to the brush of the janitor. Neglect in this particular is 
often a considerable source of vitiation. EongU brick and 
mortar shafts and ducts collect large quantities of dirt 
and organic matter, which by its decay forms a source of 
pollution, and, being by their construction inaccessible, 
their vitiating action is constant. 

tWB have discussed in another place the nature and 
Telocity of air passing throngh inlets and outlets, when 
caused by the inequality of internal and external temper- 
ature, and the difference in height between inlets and 
outlets. But the results thus obtained will nearly always 
be modified by the action of the wind, which is oBually 
blowing in some degree, and which mnst be in some man- 
ner compensated for by properly arranged inlets. 

The action of the wind is to increase the pressure of 
the air on the windward side of the room, and by the aspi- 
rating power which a moving air-current has on neigh- 
boring air to decrease the normal pressure on the leeward 
Bide. The extra pressure exerted by the wind may be 
[ estimated by first ascertaining the velocity by means of an 
Lanemometer (q, v.), squaring and multiplying by '005. 
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This ia espressed by the empirical formula jr^X '005 =; P, 
where v = velocity of the wind, P = pressure in poundi 
per square foot, and -005 = a constant. 

When an anemometer is not accessible, a tolerably 
correct estimate of the wind's pressure may be obtained 
by Beaufort's classification of winds : 1, faint air; a, light 
air ; 3, light breeze ; 4, gentle breeze ; 5, fresh breeze ; 6, 
gentle gale; 7, moderate gale; 8, brislt gale; 9, fresh gale; 
10, strong gale; 11, hard gale; 13, storm. In this classi- 
fication the force of the wind is estimated by the scale 
to 13, which represents all degrees from a calm to a hur- 
ricane. In using this, any estimate divided by 3, and 
tlie result squared, will approximately represent the wind's 
pressure in pounds. Example: Suppose a "gentle breeze" 
is blowing. Ecforring to the classification above, it is 
seen that " gentle breeze " is No. 4 ; then (|)^ = i, the 
number of pounds pressure on one square foot of surface. 
Again : If a "strong gale" is blowing, then {^y = 25 
pounds. 

In the absence of an anemometer, the velocities of the 
different winds above enumerated may be calculated by 
finding the pressure in each by the method last given, 
and then substitute this value of P in the first formula, 
from which then find the value of v. For convenient 
reference I have made the calculations, which may be 
considered as simply a popular translation into the com- 
mon language of terms used in referring to wind : 



1. Faint air. 


7 miles per hour. 


8. Light air, 


14 " 


8, Light breeze. 


21 " 


i. Gentle breeze, 


28 " 


5. Fresh breeze. 


35 " 


6. Gentle gale. 


42 " 


7. Moderate gale 


, 49 " " 
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^H 8. Brisk gale, 5G miles pi?r hour. 

^H 9. Fresh gale, 63 

^B 10. Strong gale, TO " 

^ 11. Hard gale, 78 " " j 

12. Storm, 85 " " ■ 

If action of the wind is not anticipated and providedw 
for, it will defeat the most carefiilly laid plana for venti' ' 
latioQ ; but, if properly controlled, it may by ita perflat- 
ing, aspirating, and motive power be made an aid inst«ad 
of being u hindrance. By ita perflating power it may be 
used in counteracting friction by directing the current 
downward through entrance shafts, as shown in Fig. 3 A. 
By its aspirating power it may increase the upward draft 
of a ventilator chimney by blowing directly across the 
top, or by being directed upward by means of a deflecting 
surface (Fig. 3 C). 

When inlets are not preceded by down-shafta, but only 
by short tubes ol ducts coming directly from the outer 
air, they should be guarded by means of gujtrds or valves, 
to prevent strong gusts of wind from entering the room, 
which might otherwise occur. The heat possible arrange- 
ment for this purpose would be a modified form of Dr. 
Arnott's current-regulating air-valve, which he invented 
for regulating the draft of closed stoves. A sectional 




diagram of this ingenious device is here represented (Fig. 
3), The bounding lines II E I K represent the outside 
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walls of the tube to be fitted into the inlet duct. The 
arrows show the direction of the air-current ; A I is the 
opening of the inner extremity of the box, and D II the 
opening to the outer extremity. G E represents the edge 
of a lever-frame balanced acrosa the partition C B. F 0- 
Ib a door attached to the lower extremity of the leyer- 
frame EG. W is a sliding weight on the rod extending 
from F. The half of the lever-frame shown by the broken 
line E is covered by a wire screen, through which the 
air-cnrrent flows in its passage into the room. If the 
cnrrent is strong, it is resisted somewhat by the friction 
against the wires. This resistance causes the screen end of 
the frame to be depressed, and the ojjposite end, carrying 
the door F, to be elevated — thus partly closing aperture 
H D, The size of the opening will tbua always be in- 
versely proportional to the strength of the wind. When 
out of proper balance, it may be corrected by moving the 
weight W. This device is remarkable for its ingenious 
Biraplicity, and it is also remarkable that it has never 
been utilized as a current-regulator in ventilation. 

Various devices have been contrived at the inner ter- 
minus of inlets for preventing a perceptible draft on the 
■windward side of buildings, among which may be men- 
tioned the Shirringham valve, which gives the wind a de- 
flection upward as it enters the room. Other forms have 
been made by Messrs. Bayle, Weaver, and Ellison. All 
these, however, most be regarded as so many attempts to 
correct what ought not to exist. If the velocity of wind 
is not checked before it reaches the inside of the room, it 
is then too late to manage it satisfactorily. The wind 
might be successfully managed, and the air at the same 
time be freed from many of its suspended impnrities, by 
constructing, outside tho building to be supplied, large air 
Tecentaclea supplying the inlets. These receptacles would 
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serve a purpose in supplying air analogous to that of oar 
large reservoirs in supplying water. The entrance to 
those receptacles could be guarded by filters for abstract- 
ing suspended impurities; and the fluctuating air pressure 
due to the wind could be regulated by automatic valves. 

Admitting Air at the Top. — When a room is situated 
BO as to make the admission of the air at the bottom in- 
convenient, it may be admitted fi'om the top. Pig. 4 
represents McKinnell's circular tube, wliich is probably 
the best arrangement for this form of ventilation. The 
heat of the room causes the air to rise and pass out at the 
inner tube, as indicated by the arrows. The addition of 
the cowl A would teud to promote the same upward cur- 
rent. The partial vacuum thus formed will be filled by 
the outside air flowing in at the largo encircling tube, the 
action of which would be further promoted by the addi- 
tion of the inverted flange B. The horizontal flange C, 
at the lower extremity of the inner tube, deflects the in- 
flowing air along the ceihng, distributing it before it falls 
to mingle with the warm air of the room. 

This method of admitting the air has some advantages. 
The cold air, by its contact with the warm air near the 
ceiling, becomes warm before reaching the occupants of 
the room. By its admission through a tube encircling 
the warm inner tube, the infiowing air, if cold, heeomes 
warm by contact. This tube will not always act as an 
outlet. If the windows .are opened, cold air vrill come in 
from below, supplying the place of the ascending warm 
air, which will then pass out at both tubes, making them 
both outlets. 

The conditions of natural ventilation may be sum- 
marized briefly ; The air of the room, made warm by 
artifieial means, and by the heat of bodies, has a tendency 
to rise ; that it may pass out aa fast as yitiated, this too- 
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dency mast not be resisted, but promoted by openings 
from above into aspirating cowls or chimneys. Fresh air, 
whicb supplies the place of the outgoing air, must be so 
admitted as to facilitate the same moTemeot by atiliziug 
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It^ properly constructed Talvcs. ^^^^h 

I CHAPTEE ^^^^^H 



its power to push. In order that it may be pure, it n 
be taken from an elevated source by means of an upright 
ehaft. The regularity of the supply must be regulated 
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The primary office of windows ia to admit light ; but 
owing to a lack of proper provision for the passage of 
fresh air, they must also serye the secondary office of 
ventilation. It has already been shown that, where ven- 
tilators exist, they are usually only nominal, their size, 
position, and construction making their utility almost 
wholly imaginary. As windows, then, in school-houses 
already existing, are our only source of fresh air, and 
furnish us the only means that we may soon reasonably 
hope for, it behooves ua to make the most of them. 
Where the means are meager, their skillful manipulation 
becomes still more a necessity. Generally speaking, win- 
dows are poor ventilators. On a balmy day in spring, 
when the sky is clear, the dust having been laid by a 
light shower, and a gentle zephyr is blowing, all the 
windows may be raised (or dispensed with entirely), and 
the air allowed to circulate freely through the room. 
Under such circumstances, windows are the best pos- 
sible ventilators, unless it were possible to remove the 
walls also. To ventilate a room on such a day re- 
quires little forethought. The common instinct of a 
school-girl to throw open a window is all the art or phi- 
losophy which the case requires. But when the bitter 
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winds of winter are Wowing, or rain or snow is pelting 
one Bide of the house, or perhaps clouds of dust and 
smoke are rolling toward the house, the case is different ; 
the instinct which throws up a window to escape a stifling 
atmosphere, throws it down again to escape a worse ovil, 
^ When wind has any of the disagreeable accompani- 
ments above mentioned, the windows should, when possi- 
ble, be opened on the leeward side. The aspirating power 
of the wind has a yacuum -forming tendency on the side 
opposite its direction ; the air wiU, therefore, if windows 
be opened on that side, flow out of the room, and suffi- 
cient air to supply tho vacancy thus made will work its 
■way through cracks and crevices on the windward side. 

It often occurs that windows are all on one or two 
Bides of the room ; we then have our choice between the 
enflocation of closed windows or braving the olementa 
admitted by open ones. Where the only windows happen 
to be on the windward side, and the wind must be ad- 
mitted, it is better to open them at the top. The wind 
will blow in, forcing some of the impure air out. 

Just where the outlets will be can hardly be guessed. 
Abont half of the openings to a room, when there ia move- 
ment of the air through them, must of necessity be ont- 
leta. Where the outlets are will depend upon the posi- 
tion of the inlets and the freaks of the wind. A single 
opening will sometimes be both inlet and outlet where 
shifting cross-currents are irregularly passing. The air 
which thus enters Will in some measure mix with the 
vitiated air of the room, diluting the exhaled poisons. 
The air which is forced out will carry with it some of the 
imparities ; the amount, however, depending on local and 
changing conditions. This kind of ventilation may bo 
likened to the imperfect blood-circulation in the cold- 
blooded reptiles, which have a single ventricle for both 
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pure aod impure blood, which ib sent through the systei 
in u mixed Btate. 

The force of the wind admitted through open single 
windows may be partially cliecked by fastening a piece 
of board to the top eash and extending into the room ob- 
liquely upward ao as to retard its fall on the heads of the 
I pupils. In Fig. 6, a, the arrows show the direction of 
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the air deflected upward as it passes into the room, B,, by 

the oblique board, a, attached to the upper sash ; b, on the 
other aide, represents a board fitted between the caaJnga on 
the window-stool, and serves a similar function. 

No set roles can be given as to whether windows should 
be opened from the top or from the bottom. This will 
depend entirely upon the circumetauces — upon whether a 
window when opened is intended for an outlet or an in- 
let. This requires close observation on the part of the 
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I well as careful stndj and ao intelligent under- 
standing of the existing conditions. When the wind is 
not blowing, all the windows should be opened, both top 
and bottom ; the size of the openings being regulated to 
suit the temperature. In this way the air of the room, if 
it 13 warmer than the ontside air, will rise and pass oat at 
the top ; the outside air, being heavier, will flow in at the 
bottom. In aummer, when the air of the room is cooler 
than that on the outside, the eurreot will be reversed. 

When the internal and external temperature is about 
equal, and when no wind is stirring, the windows should 
be opened about equally from above and below, and aa 
wide aa possible, giving diffusion, the only means for ven- 
tilation which is under the supposed conditions existing, 
as much freedom as possible. 

i when the wind is blowing that the greatest diffi- 
culty ia fonud in ventilating by windows, but by skillful 
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PmanagemeTit mncb more can be done toward establishing 
ft constant cnrrent than is generally supposed. The moat 
favorable condition is when windows are on opposite sidea 
of the room. Fig. 6 snppoaes thia case, where & \a.<QS!«£~ 
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ate wind is blowing from the direction iudieiited by the 
large arrows. Bj opening the window on the windward 
aide at the top, and the one on the leeward side at the 
bottom, a current is established as indicated by the larga 
inside arrows ; this direction being the resultant of two 
forces — one the horizontal force of the wind, the other 
tlie greater specific gravity of the cold air. This current, 
as it passes through, will have an aspirating power to 
draw the air of the other parts of the room toward it. 
This IB simply the Tacuum-forming tendency which fluida 
always possess when moving. The small arrows show the 
direction of the air in the various parts. Now if the win- 
dow at D he slightly raised, and the one at C slightly 
lowered, the vacuum-forming tendency within will initi- 
ate a sufficient current through these openings to supply 
the vacancy. Admitting the cold air at the top, and let- 
ting the foiJ 33 out bel w, seems to contradict the uata- 
ral theory of ent lat n a before described ; but it must 
be remembe d t! at h e the force of the wind is utilized 
instead of th equal w ghts of columns of hot and cold 
air. A furtl ad a ta is here realized in the cold aic 
being warmed bef t t kes the occupants of the room. 

It more frequently occurs, especially in school-houses 
containing several rooms, that the only windows are on 
two adjacent sides. In this case it is generally best to 
make the principal top openings on the side of the strong- 
est wind, and the principal bottom openings on the re- 
maining side. The wind will then after entering be 
deflected by the opposite wall in the direction of least re- 
sistance, which will be toward the largest openings on the 
adjacent side. 

When windows are only on one side of the room, 
the difficulty is still further increased. In this ease it is 
generally better to make the principal opening at the tofc 
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and a smaller one at the bottom. The purpose of this is 
illustrated by Fig. 7. When the wind is very strong, the 
upward tendency of the inside air may be comjt«ract«d 




ty a large opening at a The air, being thus forced in, 
will seek the lines of least resiataoce m escaping By 
making a small opening at B it will become an outlet, as 
it has less to oppose than at «, where the momentum of a 
large inflowing qnaiiti ty would be encountered ( Prom the 
laws of fluid pressure it would at hrst appear that the 
tendency of the outside air to enter at B would be as great 
aH at a, and, indeed, even more, owing to the greater 
depth below the snrfaee; but, when it is remembered that 
the relative friction which fluids have to overcome in 
passing through small orifices is so much greater, it is 
plain that in the case of the present example the relative 
absence of friction in the larger top opening gives to the 
wind when passing through a momentum which is enifi- 
cient to establish the current. If, howover, the wind is 
of only moderate Telocity, the onrrent will be V\ke\^ \» wi^ 
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the other way — will enter at the bottom, and pass out 
the top. In this case the size of the openings must be 
eoited to the temperature, the number of pupils in the 
room, as well as their capacity to bear hardship. 

When the wind is not strong, and the location of in- 
lets and outlets is not evident, they may generally be 
fouDd by the aid of a feather fastened to the end of a 
poioter, which, held in front of an opening, will indicate 
the direction of the passing current. 

The beat possible window ventilation requires the use 
of double windows. Ideal window ventilation would re- 
quire double windows on four sides of the room. Such 
conditions would afford a fair degree of purity. By means 
of double windows the wind may be admitted or kept out 
when and where desired. Its force could be broken by 
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being made to pass perpendicularly between the windowB 
before entering the room. Inlets and outlets CQuld be 
made at the top or bottom as required by the circum- 
stances, and the strong drafts unavoidable in single win- 
dowB avoided. Fig. 8 illustrates a aingle case, vhioh, <d 



m VENTILATION BY WINDOWS. 69 

coarse, permits of iDdefinite modification to suit existing 
circ LI m stances and changing conditions. Here tbe air 
enters at A by the upper outer windoiv being lowered; 
descending, it enters the room at B, by the inner lower 
sash being raised; passing over the heater H, it is warmed 
before striking the pupils ; rising, it passes through the 
room, and escapes at C, by both inner and outer windows 
being lowered. 

SuppoBo another case, that of a stove situated in the 
oiddle of the room. Fig. 9 illustrates an instance where 
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a single opeuing aerves both as inlet and outlet By 
making large openings at A c and B D, bv lowenng the 
outside windows and raiding the mside ones and the 
Bmaller openings a and b by slightly lowenng the inside 
windows it IS possible to divide the cold and hot a r cur- 
rents, as indicated by the arrows — the chief controlling 
principle here being the unequal weight of hot and cold 
air. Without multiplying instances, suffice it to say that 
in window ventilation the place and relative size of open- 
ings must be conditioned by the direction of the wind, 
the velocity of the wind, and the position of the heater. 
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ABTrpiCIi-L TENTILATIOtr. ^^^H 

As distinguiahed from so-called natural ventilation, 
where the air is changed by means of doors and windows, 
or other openings, the moving forces being the wind and 
the unequal weights of hot and cold air, certain additional 
or artificial means may be used whereby the change of air 
may be made to take place more rapidly, and the regu- 
larity of the movement more certain, than is possible in 
natural ventilation. 

The changes of temperature both in frequency and 
amount are in this country so marked, and the direction 
and velocity of the wind bo various and fickle, that even 
the most carefully worked plans for the use of the natural 
methods above described are attended with constant em- 
barrassment and partial defeat. 

Something has been done toward an intelligent solu- 
tion of the all-important problem of how to measure out, 
warm, and furnish to the occupants of crowded rooms air 
of the proper quantity and quality; bat the subject has 
not received a tithe of the attention that its merits de- 
mand. To know exactly bow much air is needed by a 
Bchool, and to furnish it by exact mechanical nicasure- 
^L ment, is not a very severe probleni, and is one with which 
^M the designers of buildings should be familiar. To meas- 
^P nre the amount of water, and estimate its velocity, which 
ia necessary to do a certain amount of work, is a problem 
of etery-day experience with the civil engineer. Now air, 
% no less than water, is matter, and subject to nearly the 
same laws of weight, motion, and measurement ; and to 
manipulate it m the manner required by the conditions 
and oeceasities of ventilatioo, providing at the same time 
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for its esigencies, is an element in school-house construo- 
tion plainly poaaible, and shuuld bo recognized as a part 
of the duty of hitn who ia intrusted with this important 
function. It is as easy to measare air as to measnre any 
other Bnbstance; and, owing to its extreme mobility, its 
movement is effected more easily than most other matter. 

The different ways by which this movement may be 
effected may be conveniently considered ander two gen- 
eral heads — the vacuum movement and the plenum move- 
ment. 

TJie Vacuum Movement — Aspirating Chimneys. — The 
act of animal respiration is a pumping or vacuum-forming 
process. As the respiratory cavity is enlarged by muscu- 
lar effort, the air rushes in to fill the vacancy thus made. 
Chimneys which serve the purpose of removing smoke 
from a fire, or the foul air from a room, are therefore 
called aspirating, because they imitate in a certain way 
the breathing out of the internal impurities. 

The vacuum-forming power in chimneys, instead of 
muscular action, is the expanding power of heat, which 
lightens the air in the chiraoey when the outside heavier 
air pushes it upward. The use of the aspirating chimney 
is evident. It is plain that if the air of a room has com- 
munication with a chimney by an opening leading into 
it where the air is hot, rare, and rising, it will be drawn 
out and up to the outside air. 

The velocity of the air-currents produced by natural 
ventilation, described above, can by this means be greatly 
augmented. The utility of downcaat shafts for the pur- 
pose of securing pure air is in ordinary natural Tentilation 
greatly lessened by the friction which air encounters in 
passing through them ; so much so, indeed, that they 
sometimes have to be discarded, being, when the friction 
ia in excess of the drawing power, obatructionista inatesd. 
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of promoters to rentilation. By the use of the aspirating 
chimney this difficulty may be overcome. 

In Fig. 10, the fire on the grate G prodncea an npward 
(mrrent through the chimney B, This draws the air 




from the tube E, into which the foul air of the room flows, 
through the openings/. The partial vacuum thus formed 
in the room causes the air to flow down the shaft B. The 
downward and upward oast cowls, a and c, described 
aboTe, aid farther in facilitating the movement. The 
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figure is only intended to iilnstrate the principle. The 
dutails must, of course, be modified in each case to suit 
circnmstances, without violating anyof the laws which 
give to the aspirating chimney its main value. 

The main principleB which the figure illustrates are : 
the air is taken from au elevated source, it is admitted 
below, and is distributed around the room. It rises and 
passes out naturally at the top of the room into the par- 
tial vacuum made in the chimney by the heat from the 
fire at G-. The tube E is sometimes carried down to the 
base of the chimney before entering it ; the object of this 
being to prevent the reflux of smoke sometimes resulting 
from sudden changes of conditions, as the wind, rapid 
lowering of the temperature, etc., producing a temporary 
reversal of the current down the chimney. This may be 
effectually prevented by adjusting at the aperture H a 
valve V opening toward the chimney. This, when unin- 
fluenced by currents, should hang naturally, closing the 
aperture by its owu weight, yielding readily to a slight 
pressure of a current from the direction of the room, and 
closing effectually against a pressure from an opposite 
current, thus shutting oft the smoke resulting from down 
draught. This method of removing the fonl air was first 
put in successful practice by Dr. Keid in his class-room in 
Edinburgh, The English House of Commons ia venti- 
lated on the same principle. 

There are other advantages in carrying the foul-air 
tube directly into the chimney instead of carrying it down- 
ward. The friction resulting from lengthening the tube, 
and the inclusion of two more elbows, would materially 
lessen the draught; furthermore, it has been proved by ex- 
periment that the draught in a chimney is greatest near the 
top, directly under the roof. This may be due partly to 
the increased velocity of the hot air in the chimney near 
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^Khe top, cnused by an upward acceleration acquired m 
^^psing, and partly to diminiE-hed resistanee to tlie air aa 
^nt neara its point of release from the coufining walls of 
the chimney. 

It may at firat appear contrary to known laws that the 
velocity of a rising column of air should be accelerating, 
but a moment's consideration will be sufficient to under- 
stand the paradox. Acceleration will always occur when 
a body free to move is acted upon by a constant sufficient, 
as the action of gravity on falling bodies. 

The space passed over in unit time, taken at any period 
of a body's movement, will be measured by the initial 
velocity due to the constant, plus the velocity previously 
acquired. Now, a body which has a tendency to rise will 
accelerate so long as the tendency is constant. Thus, a 
cork, or other light body, in rising from a great depth in 
water, would have a greater velocity when near the surface 
than when it first began to rise. The cause of its rise 
is the difference between the pressures on its upper and 
lower surfaces, but as this difference is always tlie same, 
whether at a great depth or near the surface, it is a con- 
stant which augments at every instant the velocity already 
attained. 

Montgolfier'a formula, v — '\/''igh, is, under the sup- 
posed conditions, as trne of rising as of falling bodies — 
remembering that g, instead of being 33 feet, now repre- 
sents the distance the body would rise the first second. 
This would, of course, depend on the specific gravity of 
the substance, and would need be determined experiment- 
ally. The case of the air in the chimney is a little differ- 
ent from the one supposed, unless it be that the source of 
the heat be equally distributed along the whole length of 
the chimney. When the source of heat is as usual at the 
bottom, each particle of air loses some of its heat, and 
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therefore Bome of ita tendency to rise in passing out ; but 
the retardation due to this cause is slight in comparison 
with the momentum which has been stored up by previous 
impulses. Even this loss of heat may not occur if we are 
to credit the testimony of practical architects. E. E. 
Rice, of Washington, inventor of a system of ventilation, 
says : "I find in jiractice the highest temperature imme- 
diately below the level of the roof." If this he true, it 
furnishes still further reason for upward acceleration. 

In some systems of heating and ventilatiug now in 
nae the foul-air tubes are carried down and admitted to 
the chimoey beneath the fire. It might at first seem that 
this arrangement would give a stronger draught, on ac- 
count of the fact that this air is depended upon to supply 
the combustion in the chimney, but when wholly de- 
pended upon for this purpose the fire will lack much of 
that vigor of combustion a]nu which the aspirating power 
of the chimney will mainly depend. Air which has already 
been robbed of much of its oxygen, and been contaminated 
with the products of respiration, is a poor supporter of 
combustion. It appears, therefore, that in order to give 
the chimney its greatest aspirating power, the fire should 
be fed with pure air. It is as poor economy to feed a fire 
with COb as to feed pupils with it. Whatever intensifies 
the fire increases the draught. 

The power of a strong upward current of air in a 
chimney to abstract air from tubes opening into it will 
be better appreciated by remembering that some of the 
most effective air-pumps are constructed on precisely this 
principle. An almost perfect vacuum can be made in a 
vessel leading by a tube to another tube through which a 
column of water is falling. In Bunsen's pump, con- 
8truct«d on this principle, water is used ; and in Spren- 
sl's, mercury. In an aspirating chimney the moving * 
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onrreot is gaaeona instead of liquid, and, although 
efEective, is snfficiently so to create a powerful draught 
In view of this fact, it might be better in a house above 
one story to carry all the ventilating tubes to amain tube 
extending up nearly to the roof before opening into the 
chimney. 

Owing to the fact that the momentum of columns of 
air is proportional to their volume, aspirating chimneys 
should be built as high as convenient. Where buildings 
are heated by steam, the draught in aspirating chimneys 
may be created by carrying steam jets into them ; the 
escaping steam causing a partial vacuum, which is filled 
by air coming from below toward the direction taken by 
the steam. See Fig. 11, where represents the aspirating 
chimney, B the boiler, F the furnace, D the air-duct. 




The arrows show the direction of the current. The steam 
thus issued into a chimney will set in motion a body of 
air about 217 times its own buUc When steam is used, 
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le foul-air tubes would perhaps better be placed below 
the jeta, as it would in this case be no interference to eom- 
bastion, and the chief vacnuni-producing power is, in 
this case, where the steam is escaping. 

In baildiuga furnished with burning-gaa, a few jets 
kept burning in a chimney are often sufficient to produce 
the requisite dmught. In summer this will be all-sulfi- 
cient. General Morin found that one cubic foot of gas ia 
Bufficient to set in motion 1,000 cubic feet of air. 

Where buildings are heated by steam, it is better to 
run a coil of steam-pipe into the base of the shaft. The 
following formula, deduced by Prof, W. P. Trowbridge, 
may be found useful for determining the amount of 
steam-pipe necessary to be put at the base of an aspirat- 
ing chimney in order to maintain the desired draught : 

8= __ — Xl,500, where S = number of square feet 

in exterior surface of the coil at the base of the chimney; 
Ta = absolute temperature of the external air^that is, 
the common or thermometric temperature plas 459'4°;* 
W = weight of air in pounds which is discharged in 1 
second ; H = height of flue ; Ts = absolute temperature 
of the steam in the pipe. The constant 1,500 is deter- 
mined from other constants which were employed in de- 

• Tha absolute toraperatare is obtained from tlie relations whicli ei- 
.bt between the temperature of a bod; and ita rate of oi[jaD9iDQ. If air 
♦t 0° C, be heated, ita volume will be inoreaaed jhs ot its original toI- 
for every degree raised. Tiien its volume will be doubled when 
is reached. If it be cooled below 0°, ita volume will be diminished 
j+j- for every degree lowered. If this diminution shauld prooeed at the 
ume ratio till — 273° is reached, its volume would be nothing. This is, 
of oourse, true only theoretically, as it is impossibte to freeze matter out 
of existence. But this point is taken as abaoliiie lero, which nhea naed 
makea all temperatures positive. Boduoed to the Faiirenhdl Boalc, It is 
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duciag tbe formala ; they were : the force of gravityi 
specific heat of air, ratio of transfer of heat to air by 
coils, and the ratio between the theoretical and actual 
Telocity in the flue. 

Steam-coils are used for the parpose here named in 
Columbia College, New York, where the heating and ven- 
tilating apparatus was arranged by Prof. Trowbridge. 
They are also used in the Johns Hopkins University ol 
Baltimore, 

It is always best when possible to have the ventilating- 
flne combined with the smoke- chimney, bo as to utilize 
the heat of the waste products of combustion. When 
heat from this source is insuEBcient, it can be supple- 
mented by the use of the steam-coils. 
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THE MOVBUENT OF TFB AIB BT MECHANICAL MBANS- 



The Vacuum Movement. — A current of air through 
room for the purpose of ventilation is sometimes produced 
by putting into the ventilating or foul-air duct an extract- 
ing fan, Archimedean screw, pump, or blower. Such aa 
arrangement may take the place of an aspirating chimney, 
or by being put into the chimney become a part of it, sup- 
plementing its draught-producing function. The func- 
tion of mechanical propellers, when put in the foul-air 
duct, is always the same, that of producing a partial 
vacuum in the room by extracting the foul air, thus 
making room for a fresh supply, which will find its way 
in by openings provided for that purpose. 

When mechanical means are thus made use at, it o2 
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conrae makes no difference, in the rapidity of change 
which the air in the room will undergo, whether the pro- 
peUer he placed in the foal-air duct and draws the air 
through the room, or whether it be placed in the fresh- 
air duct and pushes the air through the room, for in 
either case the propeller moves the same quantity of air. 

Whatever is forced in must find a way out, and what- 
ever is drawn out must be supplied by inlets. When air 
is thus drawn out, it is a vacunm-forming process, and 
the pressure of air on the inner parts of the room will be 
somewhat less than that on the outside. Currents of air, 
therefore, through small openings, craclfs, windows, as 
also from halls, closets, etc., will be inward ; the quality 
of the air, therefore, will be determined by the character 
of the inlets, and the function of the intended inlets may 
be usurped by an open door delivering air too cold, an 
open closet delivering impure air, or an elevated crack or 
other opening delivering air too high up to be utilized, 
and so drawn out unused. 

Another objection to this manner of drawing the air 
through the room, especially where the draught is from 
aeveral rooms, is that the draught will not be equal. In 
rooms which have their inlets through tubes compara- 
tively short, where the incoming air encounters very little 
friction, the supply will he ample and at the expense of 
more remote rooms to which the air must pass through 
long tubes and perhaps pass abrupt angles. The relative 
draught will also fluctuate with changes in the force and 
direction of the wind, sometimes favoring one side of the 
house, sometimes another. 

The Plenum Movement. — Instead of drawing the foul 
air from the room by placing the propeller in the esit 
shaft, the pure air may be forced in by placing the pro- 
peller in the inlet duct. This may be called the plenum 
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movement, and produces in the room a perflating inste^^*--*''* 
of a vacunm-forming tendency. 

The plenum has many advantages over tbe vacauK. *^ -""^ 
movement. In this moTement the atmospheric fnllnea.^* deat 
in the room, produced by perflation, causes all eurrenfc -*^*-*'''* 
through accidental openinga to be outward instead a::* °* 

inward, thus preserving the air of the room from tht^-*''^ 
incidental external impurities of closets, cellars, bas^*^"*" 
mente, etc. 

The plenum movement haa not received the attentiot«:*^^''' 
which its usefnlneaa demands. Much as may be said in* * '" 
favor of natural ventilation, and evident as it is that al. t-*u 
successful voutilation must depend on a studious anifc* *'' 
skillful conformity to the few natural laws underlyin^^. -& 
the whole process, it will still remain questionable, aftec*^ '*'" 
everything possible haa been done to produce draught:*' ^ 
by differences of height and temperature, whether its^** , 
is possible to supply at all times a large school-house ^^ 
full of pupils with air of the necessary quantity and 
quality. 

We have seen in preceding pages how fast air mast 
pass through a room in order to supply the requirements 
of respiration. We have also seen that this current must 
be properly distributed and be of a certain temperature 
and humidity. Now these conditions are approached in 
different degrees by different systems of heating and ven- 
tilating ; bnt in no system has ike ideal been reached 
viithout the aid of mechanical means. 

There are many good systems now in use, the in- 
ventors of which deserve great credit for much good ■ 
work toward solving the great problem of warming and ■ ■' 
ventilating. But the efficiency of none of these systemSj 
is quite commensurate with the claims of their inventora.M 
The comparativa merits of some of the best systems uaflT 
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in use are diseuseed in another place, where the prin- 
ciples involved in each are examined. 

The assertion which I liere venture, that perfect 
warming and ventilating has not been attained without 
the aid of mechanical means, is easily demonstrated on- 
general principles. What is implied in perfect ventila- 
tion ? As tin example of it, we might suppose the case 
of a balmy spring day, when a gentle breeze, barely per- 
ceptible, ia passing through the wide-open opposite win- 
dows of a room sitnated in a salnbrions locality. In thia 
ease the air ia of a genial warmth. It has not been blown 
across a burning desert or through an artificial furnace. 
It does not enter the room scorching hot, where it mixes 
with otlier air icy cold. It is not kept in the room till it 
haa become dangerously impure ; but in passing directly 
through it gathers the impurities of the passing breath 
and carries them away aa fast as formed, leaving the 
room while atill in a state of respirability. 

Now this may be produced artificially, by warming 
the air to the proper temperature and forcing it through 
the room by mechanical meana, bnt by any other means 
now in use it ia impossible. A little reflection will make 
this plainly evident. 

We have previously seen that when adequate ven- 
tilation is maintained by an upward current through 
the room, it is caused mainly by the difference between 
the internal and external temperatures and the vacuum- 
producing power of aspirating chimneys. But how ia 
thia difference of temperature in very cold weather to be 
produced ? If by stoves, the temperature in different 
parts of the room will be unequal — some parts hot, and 
other parts cold ; if by the direct radiation of steam 
pipes, the entering air is cold, and, although it he warmed 
by passing over the heater, it will be warmed unecyiall^ 
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and imperfectly. If by warm air entering the room, i 
must enter fast enough to change the air in the room 
about every seTen minutes; but air of this temperature 
will not enter thus rapidly by any ordiDary medium of 
ijjipes and tubes, on account of friction, etc. 

The main cause of the inflow of the warm air is the 
difference of ita specific gravity due to heat. For the ^ 
inflow to be rapid the heat must be great, but hot 2ic:=*i 
murit be ruled out of the legitimate conditions of perfect" - ' 
ventilation. It is. I thinit, possible to pass air not abo'V^ 
a temperature of genial warmth when it enters, in suC^^' 
cient quantities to serve the ends of ventilation, a^rr^a 
suflSciently to warm the room in cold weather, but it z — ^^ 
quires a different arrangement of pipes and farnaces th^^^ 
has yet been put in practice, and might exceed in co3t=;^^ 
good plenum movement. 
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The problem of setting in motion quantitieB of air 
"enfficient to supply the requirements of ventilation, and 
to so direct this air as to approximate a maximum of 
movement with a minimum of expended power, is a me- 
chanical problem which becomes important in considering 
the plenum movement, both from the standpoint of work 
accomplished and the economy of accomplishing it. 

Of propellers for moving air, many kinds have been 
nsed, among which may be mentioned those of Combe, 
Eittenger, Hales, Letorot, Howortli, Roots, Glepin, Ar- 
aott, Ohapliu, Perrigault, Lloyd, Femie, Hendry, Hop«^ 
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Most of these are in some form of revolv- 
ing fan, the floats of which are so placed as to set in motion 
the air outward radially, thereby creatinga partial vacuum 
icar the axis, thus setting more air in motion as it is filled. 
The object of a propeller is not only to set in motion 
arge quantities of air, bnt to set it in motion in such a 
nanner as not to produce loss by opposing counter cur- 
■eiits and by useless friction. Air, on account of its ex- 
■reme mobility, requires primarily very little power to 
nove it, but when it is forced through small apertures, 
»r set in motion in such a way as to produce cross cur- 
■ents, great power may be required to accomplish a little 
ffork. Dr. Amott observed this in the working of re- 
volving fans, and invented a ventilating pump which he 
put in operation in a hospital. So conserved was the 
power by the construction of his propeller that the entire 
building was supplied with air by the motive power de- 
rived from the descent of the water used in the building 
from a high reservoir to the basement. It may be re- 
marked here that everything which Dr. Arnott devised for 
the improvement of ventilation possessed singular and 
unusual merit.* Since Dr. Arnott's time, however, con- 
siderable improvement has been made in revolving fans 
and other- propellers. 

* Aa before mentioned, Dr. Amott never secured the exclusive right 
to bis inTentioQS bj letters pntenl, but iu a true philaalbropic spirit 
gave the results of his labors to the world. It is douttfui, honercr, 
whether this did not liinder rather tiian promote the propngntion of hU 
ideas. It is noteworthy that while these inTentions are acknowledged to 
be superior to moat others, aud are free to evcrjbodj, the)' have been 
comparnlively little used. Had the worthy author secured his inventiona 
by letters paleut everybody would bo ready to scrutinize their merits aod 
paj the price ; but when a gift ia offered it ia little regarded, to prone 
is human nature to think it impossible for a man to giro away that which 
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The objection which has heretofore been made to the 
pleDnm movement is its expense. Owing to the extreme 
mobility of air, the power reqnired in mereij moving it is 
theoretically almost nothing ; the expense, then, must 
result from the manner of moving it — from forcing it 
through small apertures, and from friction and collision 
due to misdirecting it. The construction of the machines 
for propulsion is, therefore, of so much importance in 
the economy of mechanical ventilation that I shall notice 
at some length the construction and efficiency of some of 
the earlier and later types of revolving propellera. 

Rittenger's Fan. — Fig. 13 represents Rittenger'a fiin. 
A is a side view showing the shell y, which is of the form 
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of an Archimedean spiral, beginning at e \ the radina ol 
the inlet r-i, the outer and inner radii of the vanes r and 
r', the radii / of the curve of the vanes ; the angle z° be- 
tween the radius and the initial line of the vane. B is a 
section on the line xx'. The arrows show the direction 
of the current. 



^B AIR-PROPELLERS. 

The construction of this fan shows that its design ib" 
first, by the angle z, to produce a motion of the air ra- 
dially, producing a vacuum-forming tendency at the cen- 
ter, causing the air to be pushed in toward that point 
from the outside ; and, second, by curving the vanes 
forward, to direct the tangential motion of the air as far 
as possible toward the outlet duct. 

To understand the action of the Tanes on the air, sup- 
pose a single particle of air at p struck by the vane as it 
reaches that point in its revolution. If the angle z° were 
0, then the particle would be impelled forward on the 
tangent p' p; but as the angle z" increases, the direction 
taken by^ will be more radial, the amount of this change 
of direction being proportional to the sine of z", the rela- 
tion holding between and 90". If the vanes be straight, 
increasing z will give the air a receding tendency ; tliis 
the curve is intended to prevent. Now, the nature of 
this curve is of course important. Its radius of curvature 

is expressed by Rittenger by the formula I = 3 — ■ . - ' ^ , 

where r = outer radius of the vanes, r, = inner radius of 
the vanes, z° = the angle between the radius and the 
initial line of the vane, and I ~ radius for the curvature 
of vanes. The formula shows that as the vanes are nar- 
rowed, or as r' — r' is diminished, I will decrease. Refer- 
ence to the figure, with a httie mechanical conception, 
will prove the general correctness of these relations. For, 
if we imagine r' to be increased, thus narrowing the fan, 
the particle of air p will have its distance from the shell 
diminished, so that when deflected radially by increasing 
z° it would have a sharper curve to give it the required 
forward impulse than when it started from a greater dis- 
tance, giving more time for deflection. 

The formula shows^ further, that as sine z° (or g") ia 
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iDcreased I will be diminished. Referring to the figore 

iLgaJD, the reaeou becomes evident. For as z° is increased 

the particle of air p will be deflected more radially ; to 

■oounteract this before the circumference is reached the 

Kurve must be made sharper — I must be lessened. 

W The effect which in this fan ia realized in practice ia 

"about forty per cent of the power expended. Yet this is 

one of the best fans whicli have been thoroughly tested. 

Surely there ia an open field in the economy of applii 

power for the mechanical engineer. 

In this fan, it appears to me that mnch of the loss of 
effect comes from beating the air too much radially, and 
not enough tangentially ; or, rather, that the radial and 
tangential forces are not properly distributed. In this 
case the direction of the impulses is too much outward 
on the shell, and not enough forward toward the duct. 
Now, this can be partially corrected in making the curve 
of the vane elliptical instead of circular, where each vane 
comprises one fourth of the ellipse. I would therefore 

propose the following modified formula : I = ^ : ' ' - „ , 

° 8 r, sine z ' 

where I = semi-major axis of the ellipse, e = the ratio be- 
tween the major and minor axes, and r, r„ and z" = same 
OB in the preceding. This relation shows that e increases 
with the width of the vanes, and also with the length of 
the semi -diameter of the curve. 

The amount of work which is required to deliver any 
given amount of air by means of fans may be calculated 

V i.i_ i 1 TT 62-5 100 ^ , , „ 

by the formula Hp. = -^ x — X V h, where Hp. = 

number of horse-powers, 62 '5 = weight of a cubic foot of 
water, 550 = number of pounds in one second by one 
horse-power, x = per cent of efficiency, V = volume of 
lur delivered in cubic feet per second, h = the relatiTa 
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weight of the air comi)ari?d with an equal bulk of water. 
As the air is denaer thiin uormal when heiiig forced 
through the ducts, h must be determined by the ma- 
nometer. V can be foand by means of an anemometer. 
(See Appendix C.) 

ComWs Fan is of differfeut construction, but as its 
per cent of eiBciency ia gomewhat less than that of Eit- 
tenger's it will not here be discussed. 
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Blttckman'» Fan {see Fig. 13), — As an example of mod- 
eri] improvement iu revolving fans, I copy from the 
patent-ofBoe specifl cations the description of what seems 
to me oue of the best yet constract«d (see Appendix F). 

The Hope I^n. — An improvement on the Blackmail 

Pan has recently (188C) been patented by Hope Brothers, 

of Kansas City, Missouri. The improvement consists of 

slight modification of the vunea, and the conversion of 

L6 whole fan into a water motor, which is the power 

led. 

This fan motor undoubtedly possesses some advan- 
!;es over any other yet devised. It can he naed either 
! an exhauster or a perflator, and, by being placed di- 
rectly at the entrance into the room, the loss from fric- 
tion of moving air through long ducts is prevented. By 
applying the power at the circumference of the wheel, 
instead of near the center, as is usual when belting from 
an engine, much power ia gained, especially when a rela- 
tively small quantity of water is used under high pressure. 
Of course, when other things are equal, no gain would 
be realized by applying the power at the circumference, 
as what is thus gained in power would be lost in velocity, 
but iu the case supposed, where a small stream of water 
under high velocity is used, much of the effective power 
will exist in its vis viva as it strikes the buckets. Now, 
as the vis viva is proportional to the mass of the moving 
body, and to the square of its velocity, the increase of 
velocity will be more effective than an increase of mass. 

One of these fans is adequate to move the air of a 
school-room of ordinary size. It can be run for five cents 
per hour, as proved by actual experiment in Kansas City, 
when the water pressure is eighty pounds. 

Patent of Hendry and Others. — One of the most ad- 
vantageous arrangements is to put the fan in the angle of 
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baft and ventilating duct, as illnatrated in Fig, 14. 
idvantage gained in this arrangement conBiets in car- 




the entering air only one fourth of a revolution be- 
sleasiufr it. 
I the figure, the arrows show the direction of the 

revolution, and also the direction taken by the air. 
ID vane a ia moving forward in its present position it 
M in front of it the air in the lower part of the shaft 
he tangential motion which the revolution gives to 
lir will, when one fourth of a revolution has been 
t send it through the duet B. This manner of plac- 
he fan ia used by A. J. Hendry, of Georgia, in an 
ition patented in 1883. The amount of friction 
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use or 



irhich this arrangement obviates would allow the 
clock motors which could be wound up at stated inter- 
vals. A shaft and tube could be axipplied each room, and 
the motors thus distributed would furnish ample power 
for propulsion. 

The plenum movement, so far as at present attained 
in practice, will deliver from fifty to one hundred and 
fifty cubic feet of air per horse-power par second. But 
these estimates have been made irrespective of accompa- 
nying effects of natural ventilation. In arranging for the 
plenum movement every provision should also be made to 
derive all possible aid from natural movement. When- 
ever it is possible to ventilate by natural means, the me- 
chanical means could be suspended. It should be the 
object of the plenum movement to supplement the natu- 
ral, not to replace it. By working with Nature as an aid 
the amount of power required would be greatly lessened. 



CHAPTER SIV. 

CAS THE PLENUM " MOVEMENT BE AFFORDED? 



^F In order to answer this question understandingly it 
will be necessary to enter into somewhat lengthy detail 
concerning the amount of heat needed, the amount of 
unavoidable waste, and the amount of fuel necessary to 
the supply ; then to consider the cost of adding thereto 
the cost of the plenum movement, and to compare the 
total estimate thus made with present expenditures. 

In making these estimates I shall consider a single 
room, of average size, and supposing the average conditions- 
as to exposui-e, number of windows, locality, etc. The 
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table on page 91 shows the miDimum and mean tempei 
tures of each month, compiled from observations of the 
Signal Seryice, U. S. A., and Blodgett's " Climatology of 
the United States." Aa the table shows, the amonntof 
heat required depends partly on the latitude and locality 
of the place. I select for our estimate that of Chicago, as 
representing a high average, but, of course, at places far 
north or south, other figures will be found in the table 
which will be more appropriate, 70° is taken as the tem- 
perature of comfort, and to which existing temperature 
must be raised. Taking seven as the number of months 
fire is required ; the average temperature of those months 
35° ; then the average number of degrees of temperature 
to be raised will be 70° — 35° = 35°. Taking the average 
number of pupils in one room as 60, the cubic feet of air 
required in one hoar will be 60 X 3,000 = 180,000. A 
thermal unit, or unit of heat, is the amount of heat re- 
qiiired to raise one pound of water one degree. By careful 
eiperiment and comparison of the specific heats of air and 
water, it is established that this amount of heat — one 
thermal unit — will raise 48 cubic feet of air one degree. 

Then — ~ — = 3,750 = number of thermal units neces- 
sary to raise 180,000 cubic feet of air one degree, and 
3,750 X 35, the average number of degrees to be raised, 
equal 131,350, the number of thermal units necessary to 
supply the occupants of one school-room one hour. 

Loss through the Walls. — The formulas which it will 
be necessary to use in making these estimates may seem 
diflicult, but they have been dedneed from well-known 
laws and properties of matter familiar to every physicist, 
and formulated by the best European mathematicians. 
They are in practical nse by skilled engineers everywhere. 
The loss of heat through walls, when all sides of the build- 
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ag are exposed, may be calculated from the formula U laJ 

* . , , ^- , - , , where TJ = total units of heat loBt pel 
) (2 l,+r}+ekq 

Lonr per square foot ; ^ = losa by contact of air for fl 
.itference of 1° = '4913 when the air is moving ; C = coq-| 
ueting power of material (see table. Appendix D, page 
67); r = radiating power of material (ace table, Appendix ' 
C, page 168) ; q = r + h; T = temperature of air in the 
oom ; Tj = temperature of external air ; e = thlckuesa of 
fall in inches. The loss of heat through floors and ceilings 
rlien not exposed to the external air ia usually regarded 
3 null. Taking 26 feet X 34 x 14 as the size of the 
verage school-room, 130 x 14 = 1680, area of walla in 
quare feet. Counting six windows, each 9 X 3i^ feet, 
1 X 3^ X 6 = 188, area of windows ; 1G80 — 188 = 1493 
quare feet of wall surface. The wall is supposed to be 
8 inches thick. 

The values in this example to be used in the above 
ormula will be h = -4913 ; c = 4-83 ; q = r+l,= ■?358 
f ■4912 = 1'327; j-=-7358; c = 18 inches ; T = ?0''; 
r, = 35°. Then 

•49 13x4-83xl-337x35 _ 101-8 8_ 

4-83 (3X4-913+ •7338)+18x4-913Xl-33r~19-13"~ 
)-33 = thermal units per square foot per hour ; 5-33 X 
1493 = 7937'44 = thermal units lost through the walls in 
me hour. 

Loss Ihrough Windows. — When the windows are not 
more than ^ inch in thickness the following formula is 
used for finding the value of U : fJ = q (T — /J, where 
fj = tem^Terature of the glass ; q = r-\-h : r = radiating 
power of the glass ; U = loss by contact of air for a differ- 
snce of 1° = -4912. 

The values in this example are, 5" = (f + Zi) = ("5 
+ -4913)= 1-086, T = 70''i ^, = ^=17-5; then Ua 
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1'086 X 1?'5 = 19 = thermal units per square : 
Area of sis windows = 188 square feet X 19 = 3572 = 
loss through the windows in one hour. 



"2 = 

4 



- X 'wK-= 18'3+, number of pounds of coal re- 



I Total Loss. 
From incoming fresh air 131,250 i 
From walla 7,937 
From windows 3,572 
Total thermal units 143,759 

Now. in the burning of one pound of coal 13,000 ther- 
mal units are evolved. The efficiency of a heating appa- 
ratus depends upon the amount of stirfaee exposed and 
skill in firing. In practice, the efficiency of heaters is 
from 38 per cent to 80 per cent of the wholo heat evolved. 
Taking 60 per cent as a fair average of efficiencj, 
143,759 ^ 
13,000 ■ 

quired for one room for one hour. From this aa a unit the 
cost for a building of any number of rooms may he obtained, 
For example, counting seven the number of fire 
mouths, eight as the number of hours per day in which 
fire will be needed, $5 the price of a ton of coal, the cost 
of heating a building of ten rooms would he, 
18-3 X30X7X8X5X10_ ^„. 

3000 *^^^' 

Now, under the conditions supposed, this will be the 
necessary expense ; any leas would imply that the chil- 
dren and teachers are fed on impure air. To heat such 
vast quantities of air as the conditions of sufficient venti- 
lation necessitates requires large expenditures of heat. 
There is no help for this. The rations of pure, life- 
giving air measured out to children shut up in close 
houses should be as certain a quantity as the daily allow- 
auce ot bread and butter^ 
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By examining reports of school boards from various 
cities I find that the espenditure above calculated is 
not far from the actual average cost of supplying such 
school-houses similarly conditioned. That is to say, the 
present expenditure for fuel is sufBeient to supply the 
most rigid demands of sanitary ventilation. 

We are not ready, however, to conclude that all is 
well. The coincidence of these facts proves nothing. 
There would have to be an important additional element 
to make these two first facts possess a causal relation to 
each other. If the school expending this amount of fuel 
should be visited by an expert who, after examining the 
air, testing for COs and noting the rate of renewal, found 
that the air was being renewed every six to seven minutes, 
and the COi not above '2 per 1000 of air, then the con- 
clusion would follow that the expenditures had been made 
economically. 

But, unfortunately, this important third element is 
wanting. The real facts are too well known to admit of 
any mistake here. Instead of the air of the average 
school-room being changed every six minutes, it is not 
changed oftener than once in thirty minutes, and more 
freqiiently probably not oftener than once per hour. In 
thousands of houses it is not changed at all, just enough 
air working its way in by diffusion to prevent immediate 
'death byauffocation. 

These are the facts. It would be tedious to enumer- 
i commissions which have from time to time in dif- 
terent parts of the world been appointed to investigate 
fliis subject. While there is variety in the character, 
dumber, and locality of these investigations, there is 
singular unanimity of results. The invariable verdict 
of all may be epitomized as bad, bad, BAD ! Some are 
better than others (or, rather, some ore not so bad as 
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H«thers), but the difference is rather in degree than in 
■:kind. 

^1 The qaeation wliich now confronts us is, What became 
^Kof the heut from all of that cool ? There is but one an- 
^B swer : // was wasted. There may be many sources for 
Vtbie wast*. Windows and doors are thrown open to re- 
lieve the temporary inconvenience of a depressing atmos- 
phere. These openings, especially when near the heater 
or incoming warm air, at once become outlets, setting 

»tbe current toward them, and drawing out the warm, 
pare air as fast as furnished. 
Too small heating surfaces or unskillful firing may 
also be causes of waste. Overheating the air and con- 
fining in the top of the room (as is the practice of some 
hot-air systems) till it cools down to the temi>erature o( 
, comfort is a positive waste by conduction through the 
■ upper walls and windows. The only way to utilize the 
xcess of heat in supra-heated air would be to thoroughly 
aix it with such an amount of cold air as would be re- 
quired to reduce the temperature to that of comfort. 

In view of this statfi of the case, what is the remedy ? 
How is the heat which is being expended to be utilized ? 
I The answer is evident. There must be some means 
f whereby the air in a room may be changed with requisite 
I frequency, aud this independent of the doors and win- 
dows. The heating surface must be properly propor- 
tioned to the amount of fuel consumed in order to lessen 
the waste through the smoke chimney. Air must not be 
L heatfid much above the temperature at which it is to be 
Insed, in order that there may not be loss in cooling. 

We return now to the original question. Can the 
plenum movement be afforded ? Can the extra expense 
of moving this air through the building be assumed by 
the people ? This, it seems to me, is much like the 
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question of a man who, after having puid a high price for a 
stove, asked his wife if they could aiford the coal to build 
a fire in it. Not to provide the means of utilizing ex- 
pense already incurred is siinplj to waste this expense. 

I am aware that many economize by an exact count 
of dollars and cents concerned in immediate expenditures. 
But to this question true economy has but one answer : 
This air viusi in some way be moved. If it can be done 
by aspirating chimneys, of proper size and construction, 
very well ; if not, it must be moved by mechanical means. 
At all eYents, it m'ust be moved by some means. 



r 
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Cost of the Aspirating Chimney. — Let us approximate 
the cost first of the aspirating chimney. We have seen 
(see Appendix B) that where the fresh-air inlets are of 
adeqnate area the velocity of the air in the ducts should 
be at least '!'■? feet per second, say 8 feet. Assume the 
height of the aspirating chimney to be 70 feet. 

To find the sectional area of an aspirating chimney 
which is to take away all the air that passes in one hour, 

V 
we have A = „„ „„„ , where A = the sectional area of the 
00, wu V 

aspirating chimney ; V = volnmeof air passing through 

the chimney per hour ; v = velocity of air per second in 

dncts ; 3,600 = seconds in one hour. Then the sectional 

area of a chimney required for a single room in our exam- 

, . . , 180,000 ^ „ t i. Tu 

pie above IS A = -3-7-—-- = 6-3 square feet. The ve- 

0^ uUU A o 
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locity of the air will depend upon the difference of tent- 
perature between the air la the chimney and the air 
outride. 

Now, the nnmber of degrees temperature which the 
sir in the chimney will have to be raised in order to 
produce a velocity of 8 feet (or other given rate) maj 

be formulated : /, = ^^ ^ - (f, - ')- 

2gh 
where /, = increaee of temperature by fire ; v = velocitj 
of air 11 feet per second in ducts ; e = expansion of «r 
per 1° ti'mperature = '00203 ; t = external temperotnre; 
'= co-efficient of friction in ducts; i= total length ot 
diicta ; d = diumeter of ducts ; ^i = internal temperature 
of room ; g = accelerated gravity ; h = height of chim- 
ney ; /i = co-efficient of friction in elbows. 

The corresponding values in our example are : v" = 
8^ = 64; e= -00203; i; = 35°;/= -05 (for rough flues) ; 
/i =4'5 (assuming three square elbows, which is proba- 
bly a fair average) ; I = 180 (this includes the height of 
the chimney, the height of the pure-air shaft, and the 
ducts) ; 180 ia a fair average ; d=%'5 (for estimate made 
on necessary size of total inlets, q. v.) ; g-= 32'16 ; A = 
70 feet ; t' = 70°. Substituting these values : 

64 (1 + -00303 X 35) (l + -05 ~ + 4*5) 

"^ ~ 3^ 3216 X 70 X 00303 ~ 

!3-7795 .. „„„.„ 
^:j3gg-- 35 = 33-35. 

The quantity of coal necessary to produce any given 

t sW 

temperature is expressed K = ' ■ , where K = number 

of pounds of coal per hour ; s = specific heat of air = 
■338 ! W = weight of air in ponads oar - 
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u = units of heat utilized in one pound of coal when 
burned on a grate = 6000 ; % = per cent of loss by radia- 
tion through wall of chimney = '9. 

Present Taluea : t, = 33 -SS" ; s = '338 ; W = 14,i00 
pounds (weight of Icabie foot of air at 35° being -08, then 
180,000 X -08 = li,400) ; jS = -9. Substituting : K = 

33-35°X -SSSX IMOC n, ^t. v * j » 
e " . in '~~~ ~ ^') *^^ number of pounds of 

coal necessary to bum per hour on a grate in the chimney 
in order to secure sufficient ventilation. 

This, it will be observed, is more by nearly ,3 pounds 
per hour than was found to be required toi, heating. 
Evidently, then, coal burned on a grate in ao aspiratir^ 
chimaey, for the purpose of creating a draft, is expensive. 
Can it be aSorded ? If there were no better way to ac- 
complish the same work there would bo but one answer : 
Yes, of course, it can be afEorded, for the children and 
teachers must have air. 

But this supposed expense is not necessary. Instead 
of heating the aspirating chimney, as heretofore described, 
it may be combined with the smolte chimney, which will 
generally, if properly constructed, be sufficient to heut 
the aspirating chimney to the required degree. Thia 
may be done, has been done, in various ways. The foul- 
air dncta may lead to an aspirating chimney built around 
the smoke chimney so as to be warmed by it. They may 
open directly into the smoke chimney, either above or 
below the fire, or they may be carried up to near the top 
before entering. On account of a possible tendency to 
smoke in windy weather, it is probably best to have the 
chimneys so arranged that the heat from the smoke chim- 
ney may bo utilized in the aspirating chimney without 
direct communication between them internally. To effect 
this, Iwotild suggest that the smoko and eacs.Y'Vi^'MssS. 
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from the heater be carried off through a. large nnmber 
Bmall metallio tubes extending up throogh the chimat 
The large surface thus exposed to the air inside the chi 
ney would thoroughly heat it to the temperature requii 
in an aspirating chimney. 

In Fig. 15, represents the wall of the chimney ; 
the furnace ; the lower arrows, the course through t 




tubes taken by the smoke ; D, tlic foul-air duct loadii 
from the school-room ; the upper iirrows, the course I 
tween the tubes taken by the foul air. A number 
small-sized stove-pipes would answer well for the tubi 
In this case the chimney would have to be made lor 
[b, so that a cross-section of the chimney, minus t 
|- Bntn of the oroas-sectionB of the tnbes, would leave 
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remainder equal to the required size of au aspirating 
chimney. 

The main trouble with aspirating chimneys has been 
from making them entirely too Bmall. We saw above 
that the sectioral area necessary for a single school-room 
ia over 6 square feet. Calling it 6, then, for six rooms, 
it would be 36 square feefc — G feet square. For eight 
rooms, 48 square feet — nearly 7 feet square. For four- 
teen rooms, 84 sqnare feet — over 9 feet square. In the 
arrangement above illustrated the necessary area for 
smoke-flues must be added to these numbers to obtain 
the size which the chimney would have to be built. 

To calculate the area of smoke-flues, engineers usually 

nse the formula A = -128 ^=, where A = sectional area 

Va 

in square feet; K = pounds of coal consumed in one 

hour ; '12S = a constant ; h = height of chimney in feet. 

The corresponding values in the present calculation 

arB : K = 18-3 : A = 70. Then A = '138 ^ = -279 

V70 
square feet = -279 X 144 = 404 square inches. We found 
above that the necessary area of an aspirating chimney 
for one room ia 6 '3 squaM feet = 892 '8 square inches ; 
40'1 inches being -044 of 892'8 square inches, the en- 
tire size of the chimney, including smoke- and foul-air 
flues, may be found by moltiplying the necessary aspirat- 
mg chimney area by l-0i4. Then 6-2 square feet, the 
area of an aspirating chimney for one room, multiplied 
by 1-044 = 6-472 square feet. This is auflBcient to show 
that the chimneys, when intended for the double purpose 
of carrying smoke and foul air, must be large and high. 
On this account, where there are more than six rooms in 
the same building, it ia better to have two chimneys. It 
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thua appears from the foregoing tbat, by a properly-con- 
etnicted aspirating chimney, yentilation may be, under 
favorable conditions, secured without additional cost for 
fuel. The attendant unfavorable conditions will be no- 
ticed presently. 

Coat of the Plenum Movement. — Now, to calculate the 
coat of the plenum movement : It the Eitteuger fan be 
used, and calling its per cent of efficiency 40 — the value 
of X in formula for estimating Hp. (see page 8G) — we 
have Hp. = -28 V h (h = height of manometer). In the 
present example V = 180,000; h= -08 (taking the av- 

, ™ o -28X180,000 X-08 , , 
erage). Then Hp. = ■ — ^ ^^j^ = I'l, say one 

horse-power for each room. In practice, it requires from 
5 to 8 pounds of coal per horse-power per hour, so that 
the cost of moving the air by mechanical power would be 
about one third of the cost of heating. 

This estimate is made without reference to recent im- 
provements which have been made in fans and blowera 
for moving air more economically. The efficiency of the 
Blackman fan ia doubtless as much as 70 per cent, and, 
with the Hope water-motor fan, where the water- pressure 
ia as much aa 60 pounds to the square inch, the cost would 
not be more than one third of that of the one above cal- 
culated. 

It is also important to remember that, in this calcula- 
tion, enough ])ower has been provided to remove the air 
independent of the aid of aspirating chimneys. The as- 
pirating chimney ahould be conaidered one of the essential 
parts of every school-house. It will cost nothing but the 
first cost of building, except in warm weather, when heat- 
ing is not necessary ; when, of course, means must be 
provided to build a fire in it for the sole purpose of cre- 
ating a draft. The aspirating chimney always serrea A 
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good purpose, and, in ordinary conditiona, will bo suffi- 
cient for all the purposes of ventilation ; but tliere will 
be times when it will not be wholly adequate. Jn windy 
weather it is impossible so to regulate the draft that all 
the rooms of a large building will be ventilated equally. 

Again, it must not he forgotten that the aspirating 
chimney, dmwing as it does the air from the room, is a 
Tacu urn -forming process, so that the incidental openings 
of doors and windows, as well as the crevices around im- 
perfect fitting ones, neeesBarily become inlets, thus inter- 
fering with the draft through the ioleta intended to admit 
the fresh warm air. (Let it be repeated and emphasized 
here, that in cold climates double windows should be pro- 
vided. They lessen by one half the amonnt of heat lost 
by conduction through them, as well as shut off air-cur- 
renta where they are not wanted.) 

It becomes evident, then, that in systems now in use 
the plenum movement is necessary as a supplement to the 
aspirating chimney. This gives a fullness of air in the 
room, restoring the balance between internal and external 
air, made nneqoal by the aspirating chimney when acting 
'Itloue. It also establishes the current independent of ac- 
ital openings, and prevents interference to draft in 
ly weather. When thus working with the chimney, 
iCl^-^li^ed ia of course much less than when 
III" whole work of moving the air. It should 
latiol of a competent janitor, who could 
■^ existing conditions. 

■niiin movement as a supple- 

e of modern improvements 

lie ^iiljiistmenta to be super- 

ia the principles of vpntila- 

I for doubt as to whether ti 

be afforded. It not c 
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"be afforded, bnt it should be regarded as indispensab5 
Nothing !3 more needed in this age than a general en- 
lightenment on this subject of ventilation. Ignorance of 
employes should be no excuse for deferring necessary 
improvements. The improvements are needed by the 
public. The public are willing to pay for them, and 
there are persons competent to make them. Wlien this 
kind of service ia demanded, the supply will follow ad 
a natural consequence. 

L CHAPTER STI. ^H 

Heat : The Amount needed for Comfort. — The degree 
of temperatDre most conducive to health ia not a con- 
stant. The temperature varies not only for different in- 
dividuals but for the same individuals at different times. 
A youthful, healthy adult, actively employed, will be 
comfortable at a temperature of 60°, while elderly persons 
or invalids require a temperature of 68° to 75°, Children 
generally require a higher temperature than adults, and 
this especially when they are bodily inactive, as in the 
school-room. It is impossible to fix the temperature of a 
school-room to suit the changing conditions and indi- 
vidual characteristics of all, but some degree must be 
maintained which most nearly approximates the average 
necessities. A temperature of 70° is generally considered 
the proper degree for school-rooms ; it is probably as 
nearly correct as any fixed temperature can be. 

The relative humidity of the air has something to do 
vith the temperature which will be most conducive ta 
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comfort. In a moiat atmosphere a temperature of 65° 
WouJci probably seem as warm as 70° in a dry atmosphere. 
It is woi'thy of remark here that many medical authorities 
think that the American tendency is to overheat our 
houses, and that a much lower temperature than that 
generally maintained would be more healthy. Feeling is, 
no doubt, the truest guide to the proper temperature. 
The body should be made comfortable, even if a higher 
temperature bo required than is thought norma!. If an 
individual's circulation is so sluggish as to require a high 
temperature to maintain comfort, the remedy is not in 
an immediate deprivation of the heat, but in removing 
the desire for it by exercise and due attention to the lawa 
of health. 

The Transmission of Heat. — Heat is transmitted in 
three ways — by conduction, by radiation, and by convec- 
tion. By condaetion, heat passes through bodies from 
particle to particle, without any change of relative posi- 
tion between the particles. Heat applied to one end of a 
metallic rod passes through its entire length. The facility 
with which heat passes by conduction depends upon the 
nature of the medium through which it passes. All sub- 
stances conduct heat, but some so slowly that they are 
Bometimes called non-conductors. In general, the metals 
are good conductors, while air, water, and dry vegetable 
fabrics, such as wood, cotton, etc., are bad conductors. 

The conductivity of bodies usually diminishes aa the 
temperature is raised, thongh no definite laws of the rate 
of this decrease liave been formulated. This fact becomes 
important in house -heating, and furnishes another objec- 
tion to overheating stoves and heaters ; for while in this 
condition they not only become pervious to poisonous 
gases, bat by their diminished conductivity compel the 
heat to seek an exit through the chimney instead of oon- 
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dncting it into the room. In selecting stoves and 
era, due precantion should be exercised on tliese two im- 
portant points, thus secnriug a maximum of heat, and a 
minimum of escaping gases. Heaters Bhould therefore 
be large, bo as to lurniah a largo surface moderately 
heated, instead of a small surface highly heated. They 
ehonld he lined with fire-clay or brick, to intercept the 
poisonous carbonic oxide and other gases. By the con- 
ductivity of iron the heat stored up in steam or hot water 
is utilized iu a room after liaving been carried some dis- 
tance from the source of the heat. It will also be a 
source of great waste if the convey-pipes leading to the 
Beveral places where heat is wanted are not packed in 
some non-conducting material, to prevent the escape of 
heat into places where it is not wanted. 

Radiation. — Radiant heat difEers from conducted heat 
in several ways. While conducted heat requires a senri- 
ble medium for its transmission, and a time which is de- 
termined by the nature of that medium, radiant heat re- 
quires no such medium, and travels with the velocity o( 
hght. Radiant heat will perhaps be better understood by 
a few introductory remarks on light, with which radiant 
heat is probably identical. Without entering into a dis- 
cussion of radiant energy, it may be said that all experi- 
mental observation thus far serves to corroborate the 
theory that light is a mode of molecular motion in a sub- 
tile medium not cognizable to the senses and permeating 
al! space. It travels at the rate of 185,000 miles jier sec- 
ond. Its effects on life are well known, it being the 
prime active agent in all vegetable and animal existence. 
If a beam of solar light be admitted into a darkened room 
and allowed to pass through a prism, it divides into seven 
parts, and, if projected on a white wall or screen, it will 
appear in as many different colors, red, orange, yellow, 
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^reen, blae, indigo, and violet, commonly called the solar 
epectrnm. When passing from one medium to another 
of different density light is bent out of its direct course. 
This is termed refraction. Mow, in the solar Bpectrnm 
the several parts denoted by the seven colors are refracted 
at different angles, the red least and the violet most. It 
ia this which makes the light spread out like a fan and 
appear as a continnous band un the screen. 

These colors, when examined separately, manifest 
properties somewhat different, though they have maoy 
properties in common. Tiie red ray — the least refracted 
— shows the greatest heat, and the violet the least. By 
Kewton's interference disks it is proved that tlieae rays 
also differ in wave-length, the red being the longest and 
the violet shortest, hnt their vibratory rapidity is in- 
versely as their length. In common, all those rays have 
the property of reflection, refraction, and polarization. 
The relevancy of these remarks will now appear. 

If the spectrum be examined, ]Est beyond the red, 
where it appears dark, it will be found to possess the same 
characteristics, except visibility, as other parts of the 
spectrum. The ratio of increasing heat from the violet 
to the red is continued into the dark part, which ia found 
to be of a higher temperature than any other part. This 
part may be deflected from its course by a smooth surface, 
and collected by a lens, showing that it possesses in com- 
mon with light the properties of reflection and refraction. 
It differs from light only in being invisibie. Its waves 
are longer and vibratory motion slower than the luminous 
parts of the spectrum. The waves and vibrations are not 
of the requisite length and frequency to affect the optic 
nerve. Tiiat ia to say, there is nothing in the organ of 
sight to respond to waves and vibrations of this length 
and rate. 
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^B The eS(?ct of radiant heat frum the eun, both lumi- 
^Btiou9 and n on- luminous, ia well known to all. Ko arti- 
^WSciiil heat can take the place of solar heat. The sanitary 
^m beneficence of sunshine ia proverbial. It ia reasonable 
H now to Buppose that the form of artificial beat which 
B most nearly resembles solar heat is most healthful. All 
™ bodies radiate heat. If two bodies are separated by noth- 
ing but air, each is constantly receiving heat from the 
other, but if one ia of a higher temperature than the other 
the hotter body will radiate more than it receives, while 
the cooler body will radiate lesa than it receives ; hence, 
by this process of exchange, the heat of the two bodies 
will become equalized. The air between the bodies will 
not be afEected by the radiant heat of either, and this ia 
■ equally true whether the radiant heat ia luminous, as 

tfrom an open fireplace, or non-luminous, as from stoves 
or heated pipes. 
Radiant heat ia transmitted in straight lines, and, lite 
light, diminishes in intensity as the square of the distance 
from the source of heat increases. It passes through the 
air without affecting it, but heats all solid bodies upon 
which it strikes. Tyndall, by a series of experiments, has 
concluded that vapor of water in the atmosphere, if in 
considerable quantity, intercepts the passage of radiant 
beat, and to such a degree as almost to make a humid air 
opaque to radiant heat. This, however, has not been 
Terified by other experiments. 

The air of a room heated by radiation can not be ac- 
curately tested by a thermometer, as the bulb receives 
radiant beat, while the air surrounding it remains cooL 
f To prevent this, the bulb should be surrounded by a 
" " " t piece of tin, to reflect away the radiant heat. 

One advantage of radiant heat is that it warms the 
Wdy and the objects in the room without heating the&ir 
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ire breathe. An accompanying disadvantage is that, in 
ordinary heating by radiation, especially that of the fire- 
place, the radiant heat can warm but one side of the body 
at the same time. There is no doubt that if the body 
could receive sufficient radiant heat to warm it on all 
Bides an atmospheric temperature of 50° would be mora 
healthful than a higher one. 

Radiant heat is believed to posaess peculiar sanitary 
virtues, and wo have seen good reasons for this belief. 
Some writers even express the relative values of con- 
ducted, radiant, and convected beat by characterizing 
radiant heat as "golden," conducted heat as "silver," 
and convected heat as " copper." From the earliest 
times the open fire has been instinctively felt to possess 
Bpeeial virtue. The peculiar exciting glow produced by 
the fireplace is the common experience of everybody. Its 
peculiar virtue is not alone in abstracting foul air from 
the room, but in the nervous stimulus of direct radial 
contact. 

The relative value of luminous and non-luminous ra- 
diation is not known, but there is little doubt that the 
former far exceeds the latter. There is reason for this. 
The luminous heat appeals to one more sense, that of 
sight, and, even though the physical qualities of the two 
kinds were otherwise the same, this alone might materially 
modify the total effect. We always look at the glowing 
grate, and are never indifferent to it. The direct lumi- 
nous radiation of a fireplace is the best substitute for sun- 
ehine, and the direct radiation of a heated body is proba- 
bly next in value. It will he seen, however, in our dis- 
cussion of combined methods of heating and ventilating, 
that direct radiation alone is not sufficient. 

Convection. — In flnids, such as air and water, the 
compoeing particles are free to move among o 
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there being no friction or cohesion between them, 
any of these particles become heated by contact with a 
hot body they expand, decrease in density, and rise, other 
particlea moving in to fill their places. The circulation 
thna caused is termed convection. Convection is not, 
like radiation, a specific kind of heat, but is simply a 
mode of heat-conveyance. The particles, when separately 
considered, are heated by conduction, wheu they at once, 
by their diminished specific gravity, rise and give place 
to others to be heated in the same mauner. The proce^ 
may be likened to a large number of pupils crowded 
around a stove ; the nearer ones become warm, fall back 
and give place to the others, till the whole number be- 
come warmed. It is by convection that air and water are 
heated. Both of these fluids are poor conductors, and 
were it not for the lack of cohesion between their parti- 
cles there would be no hope of warming them. Their 
non-conducting property maybe proved by trying to heat 
them from the top downward. If ether be ponred on the 
surface of water it maybe burned off without affecting 
the bulb of a thermometer placed half an inch below the 
surface of the water ; but the same amount of heat ap- 
plied at the bottom of the containing vessel would sensi- 
bly raise the temperature of the whole contents. It is 
evident, then, that air or water must bo heated at the 
bottom. 

To prevent the too rapid escape of heat, warm air is 
Bometimes admitted at the top of the room, and drawn 
ont at the bottom near the floor. This has been tried in 
some of the European hospitals. As naturally to be ex- 
pected, this method has not been successful. It is work- 
ing against the force of gravity instead of with it. If 
implished at all, it mast be at the expense of con- 
ierable power. Hot water oan by means of a ejriagt 
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be forced to the bottom of a ressel of cold -water, thna 
warming it, but it takes power to do it. The same prin- 
ciple holds when dealing with air. 

I .- , I 

^^t METHODS OF WAHMIKQ. ^^W 

The various methods of wanning school-houses will 
be considered in connection with their accompanying pos- 
sibilities of vontilafcion ; for a Byatem of heating the air 
which does not at the same time provide for its necessary 
renewal is hardly worthy of consideration ; such meth- 
ods, therefore, will be considered only to expose their 
defects, that they may the sooner give place to better ones. 

The Open Fireplace. — The open fire, aa a means of 
heating, is coming to be regarded as an antiquated insti- 
tution, which very well answered the purpose of our un- 
learned forefathers, but which is now regarded as too 
primitive for this age of steam, hot air, and patent stoves. 
While the open fire still has a limited existence in private 
dwellings, in the form of ornamental, badly-constracted 
grates, and dummy mantels, it is no longer even thought 
of in this country as a means of warming school-houses. 
It will receive attention here, not aa an historical relic, 
but partly because it ie the best arrangement, as far as it 
goes, for the combined purpose of warming and ventilat- 
ing that has ever been devised, and partly because the 
best school-bouse in the worid — the City of London High 
School — is BO warmed, ventilated, and made comfortable. 

The history of the open fireplace, from its first use by 
the Romans, need not here be given ; we ate iutawatftsi. 
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only in that form of it which best conforms to the prju- 
ciplea of heating and yentilating. One of the best con- 




strncted fireplaces ia Dr. Arnott's smokeless grate, whicli 
may be understood by reference to Pig. 16. The chim- 
Pflfi y a M m, ia of tha nanal oooBtniction ; ab ef 
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sent the front bara of a bottomless grate, it being open 
for the admission of coal, and needs to be supplied only 
once a day. The fire is lighted by layiog on the surface of 
the coal, at e/, a sufficient quantity of light wood to insure 
ignition. The coal below becomes heated; the bitumen 
rises and burns. As the fire burns low, it is raised by 
means of a lever. A, working in the notched bar I, which 
pushes op a false bottom s s, upon which the coal rests. 
The fire is supported by air which passes through the 
bars in front ; v represents a valve or damper in the wall 
near the ceiling, and regulates an opening into the chim- 
ney. This farther serves aa a ventilator, and may be con- 
trolled by means of the cord x suspended within easy 
reach. In ordinary fireplaces the large space above the 
fire robs the room of much of its pure air, which mixes 
with the smoke in large quantities and passes up the 
chimney. This is prevented in the grate now under con- 
sideration by a device, here described in Dr. Arnott's own 
words: "The whole of the air so contaminated, and 
which may be in volume twenty, fifty, or even a hundred 
times greater than that of the true smoke or burned air, 
is then all called smoke, and must all be allowed to as- 
cend away from the room, that none of the true smoke 
may remain. It is evident, then, that if a cover or hood 
of metal be placed over a fire, as represented by T in tho 
diagram, or if, which is better, the space over the fire be 
equally contracted by brickwork, bo as to prevent the 
diffusion of the true smoke or the entrance of pure air 
from around to mix with it, except just what is necessary 
to burn the inflammable gases which arise with the truo 
smoke, there will be a great economy. This ia done in 
the new fireplace, with a saving of from one third to 
one half of the fuel required to maintain a desired tem- 
perature. In a room the three dimensions ot ^\a.>;^ «s5& 
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15 feet, 13^ feet, and 13 feet, with two large windowH, 
tho coal burned to maintain a temperature of 65° in cold 
winter daja haa been 18 pounda for 19 hours, or lesa than 
a pound an hour." 

The room here supposed has about one fourth the ca- 
pacity of an ordinary school-room. This fireplace would 
then, according to Dr. Arnott, warm a school-room with 
less than 4 pounds of coal per hour. But we found by a 
previous calculation that about 18 pounds are necessary 
when the conditions of ventilation are all provided for 
and the temperature to be raised is 35°. It would appear 
from this great difference that, after making due allow- 
ance for the four extra windows and for the rigor of our 
climate over that of England, a form of open fire, such 
as that just described, is as economical as other modes of 
heating. 

Heat is further economized in Boyd's open fireplace, 
by means of which, in addition to Dr. Arnott's plan, the 
cold fresh air is admitted from the outside to a chamber- 
box just back of tlie fire. This being put in communica- 
tion with the room furnishes an inlet of pure warm air. 
It is this kind of fireplace which is used in the magnifi- 
cent high-school building of London, which has only 
recently been finished. Further provision was made in 
the construction of this school-house in making foul-air 
openings near the ceiling and leading to a mammoth as- 
pirating chimney extending to the basement. For the 
open fireplaces a separate fine is provided for each room 
independent of all the others. 

In a climate in which the heat thus supplied is suffi- 
cient, this plan is about as nearly ideally perfect as can be 
imagined. Here the room is heated by convection of the 
ascending warm currents rising from the fire, by that 
which cornea in from behind the grate, and, beet of 
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rT>y the direct radiation of live luminous beat direct from 
the open fire. Tlie fresh air is warmed before entering, 
without being overheated. The room is ventilated both 
from the top and from the bottom of the room. The 
COe, and other respired impurities, always at the top 
of the room, are drawn off by the aspirating chimne}'. 

t Other fo\il colder gases, from the floors and neigiiboriiig 
closets, which may be larking in the lower strata of the 
air, are effectually drawn off by the draft of the fireplace. 
"Whether thia mode of warming would be adequate for 
the coldest days of an American winter is not known. It 
has never been tried. But it ia safe to presume that it 
would be sufficient for nine tenths of the time in which a 
fire is needed. In severe weather it could he supple- 
mented with steam-pipes, of which more hereafter. 

Stoves. — Everybody who reads this book knows what 
a stove is, hence no general definition need be given. As 
a means of warming, a stove may he good or bad, according 
as the principles which should govern warming and ven- 
tilation are conformed to or violated. As the latter prac- 
tice is more common, stoves are growing into general dis- 
t favor. 
The necessary conditions governing the selection of a 
etove are : 1. It must be large, having sufBcient surface 
to warm saEQcioHtly without overheating. The evils of 
■OTerheating the air have already been referred to in 
another place, and it may be here emphasized that air 
coming in contact with a highly-lieated surface is rained 
for purposes of respiration. The peculiarly disagreeable 
odor of such air is probably due to a charring of the or- 
ganic matter contained in the air. The relative humidity 
L of such air is so low that it is rendered not only unfit for 
I respiration but rainous to all animal tissue with which it 
jomea in contact. 3. A stove should be \.\ueA. "«S!Oa. %js»- 
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brick, or other Bimilar material, to intercept poisonoM 
gasea which would otherwise pass through the heated 
iron into the room and coataminatie the air. 3. It should 
combine or be accompanied with some efficient means 
of ventilation, i. The smoke-pipe should be long, taking 
a turn around the room so aa to economize the heat. 

These requirements being complied with, there is lit- 
tle objection to the nae of atovea. On the contrary, there 
is much in favor of them. In point of economy it is 
the cheapest means of warming known. But where the 
requirementa jnat enumerated are not observed — when 
stoves are small, without lining, often heated t« redness, 
and without means of ventilation — they are not only uaa- 
lesa but become engines of destruction. Hundreds of 
different kinds of stoves are in nae, but I shall specify 
no further than is necessary to illustrate the correct ap- 
plication of underlying principles. After canvassing the 
whole ground, I return to Dr. Arnott, who understood 
principles, and knew how to apply them. Fig, 17 illus- 
trates the Arnott cloaed atove, and is thus described by 
him: "The complete self-regulating stove may indeed 
be eonaiderod aa a close stove with an external case, and 
certain sdditiona and modifications to be described. The 
- dotted lines and the small letters mark the internal stove, 
and the entire lines the external case or covering. The 
letters A B C D mark the external case, which prevents 
the intense heat of the inner atovejaSc;?, from damaging 
the air of the room, F is the regulating valve for ad- 
mitting the air to feed the Are {see Fig. 4), It may be 
placed near the ashpit-door, or wherever more convenient 
The letters // mark the fire-brick hning of the fire-box 
or grate, which prevents such cooling of the ignited mass 
aa might interfere with steady combustion. H is a hop- 
per or receptacle with open month below, suspended aboTB 
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the fire like a bell, to hold a sufficient charge of coal for 
twenty-four hours or more, which coal always falls down 

Fio. IT. 




of itself, as that below it intbL Ml i ii-^orued. The 
hopper may at any time be filled wiLk codl from above 
througb the lid K of the hopper, and the other lid K' of 
the outer case These lids are rendered nearly air-tight 
by sand-j'ointa ; that is, by their outer edges or circumfer- 
ence being turned down and made to dip into grooves filled 
with sand at ee. The bumod air ot Bmtikfcl^Qvo.'OnaSaft 
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rUes up in the space between the hopper and the inner 
stove-case, to pass away by the internal flue x into the 
other flue X of the outer case. L is the ash-pit under the 
fire-barB ; G is the ash-pit door, which must be carefully 
fitted to shut in an air-tight manner by grinding its face 
or otherwise. The coal is intensely ignited below where 
the fresh air maintains combustion, but colder gradually 
as it is farther up. Only the coal in the fire-grate below, 
where the fresh air has access to it through the fire-bara, 
can be in a state of active combustion." 

This, it will be observed, is the origin of the modem 
" base-bnrner," which is a somewhat degenerated modifi- 
cation. Modern store-mongers study for ornament rather 
than utility. 

To be complete as a ventilator, furnishing an abun- 
dance of pure wanned air, the space between the inner 
and outer stove-cases should be in connection with the 
ontside air by means of an air-duct, in which there woald 
be found an inflowing cnrrent as the air rises in becoming 
heated. The outer flue X should be open into the room 
in order that this wurmed air may be utilized. This waa 
not the intent of Dr. Arnott, as he supposed the air in 
contact with the inner case to be vitiated by escesaive 
heating. But the stove could easily be made of such a 
proportion between the size of the coal-hopper and the 
weight and surface of iron used in the constrnction of 
the cases as, together with the cold-air connection, to pre- 
vent overheating. 

A very simple, effective, and inexpensive stove is il- 
lustrated by Fig. 18. P represents a stove of ordinary 
construction, upon which is placed a large double drum, 
the outer part, F, of wJiich is in connection with the fire, 
and conducts away the smoke and waste products tbrongh 
the pipe P. The inside drum A communicates with the 
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outside air by the duct D. The size of the drum and the 
length of the pipe P should be such as to utilize all the 
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heat before the chimney is reached. The action is sim- 
ple. As the air inside the drum becomes heated by the 
fire-draft around it^ it expands, rises, aud ^o&^t ^'^\. ^^ 
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into the room. The partial vacunm thus formed ia filled 
with inflowing cold air through the duct D. If desired, 
an upper room may be heated by the same fire by extend- 
ing the pipe P through the ceihng, enlarging it in the 
room above into a drum of the same construction aa the 
described. A patent was granted in 1884 to A. M. 
Hicka and A. Dishman, of Kentucky, for the invention 
|<rf a stove of similar construction, 

Stovea, while not the best means of warming, may by 
a little care and attention be made serviceable and eco- 
nomical. Considering their comparative simplicity and 
easy adjustment, and the qualifications of the average 
bnilder, it is questionable whether it woald not in the 
lajority of caaes be better to make use of improved stove 
heating than tamper with those more improved syatems, 
the adjustment and management of which require scien- 
tific knowledge and technical stdlL A fairly good system 
properly managed is better than a more excellent one in 
nnakillfu) bands. 

Many forma of open stoves have recently been made, 
intended to combine the advantages of the closed stove 
and the open fireplace ; among which may be mentioned 
the so-called " Baltimore Heater," It consists of an open- 
front stove set back into a chimney recess resembling the 
common fireplaj^e. The amoke-pipe extends up through 
the entire length of the chimney, leaving the space be- 
tween it and the inaide walla of the chimney aa a venti- 
lating flue which may be put in communicatiou with the 
room. 

The Ruttan System. — Stoves may be greatly enlarged 
and placed in a separate apartment, preferably a basement, 
where they are made to furnish the heat to the various 
parts of a building by means of commnnieating tubes. 
Ihejr ar6, when so aituated, sometimes called furnftcea. 
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Many different kinds of furnaces are in use for tbus sup- 
plying rooms with hot air, all having for their object the 
heating of air and transferring it to the various rooms. 
Many of theso furnaces are constructed with the sole 
object of heating, no provision being made for ventila- 
tion. Some of these fnlfill their object well, but, as it is 
not the purpose here to consider the merits of heaters 
simply as such, they will not be discussed. 

The most which has been accomplished in the way of 
warming by means of hot air, where ventilation at the 
same time has not been ignored, has been done by the 
so-called Euttan system. This system of heating and 
ventilating ia coming into quite extensive use in Canada 
and many of the Northern States, where it is receiving 
many testimonials of approval. 

For some of the excellent features which this system 
undoubtedly possesses, and for some of the overdrawn esti- 
mates of its merits made by its friends, its merits and 
demerits will here he considered. The system combines 
the patented inventions of Henry Ruttan, of Canada ; J. 
D. Sraead, of Toledo, Ohio; and B. R. Hawley. For 
heating, the tubular furnace is used, which, on account 
of the large surface which is thus brought in direct con- 
tact with the fire, is economical as a consumer, and the 
large surface which is also subjected to the air makes it 
effective as a heater. It cooforms well to the require- 
ments of a heater which have already been insisted oh 
under the discussion of stoves. The flre-box, hy its con- 
struction, presents a large surface to the Are and to the 
air. The surface is further increased by causing the 
Bmoke and burned products to pass sueeefesively through 
the tubes. The furnace is set into masonry, into which 
the cold air is admitted for warming, and passes out at 
the tubes to the rooms. The method oi aAcnMo.\i.% "Otis. , 
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heated air into the room is embodied in an invention of 
Mr. Smead, patented by him in 1882. It may be under- 
stood by reference to Fig. 19, which represents a vertical 




transverse section through the heater and lower part of 
one of the fines. A represents the building. B the air- 
flue, the heating chamber, D the cold-air duct, E ths 
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ftiriiace chamber, F a wail separating the farnacc from the 
flues, G an opening from the furnace into the flue, H the 
oiiening from cold-air duct into the flue, I a hinged valve 
for regulating the relative supply of hot and cold air, J 
the opening into the room to be warmed, L a hand-knob 
for raising and lowering the valve I, d a weight to hold 
the valve in position. Tiie arrows show the direction of 
the air. The action of this arrangement is as follows: 
The air in the chamber C becomes heated, rises and passes 
up the flue M, and into the room through J. The cold 
air flows in at D to fill the partial vacuum thus made. 
When the room becomes too warm, the inflowing hot air 
is mixed with cold air by turning the knob L, which 
raises the valve I, closing the hot-air passage Q and open- 
ing the cold-air passage B. The heigh t to which this valve 
is raised regulates the relative size of the hot- and cold- 
air openings. It will be well at this point to notice that, 
while the relative size of the hot- and cold-air openings 
may be thus regulated, it is doubtful whether tlie same 
proportions maintain between the hot and cold air pass- 
ing through them. The quantity of inflowing hot air 
may undoubtedly be regulated by this valve, by opening 
and closing it : bnt how the cold air is to rise and flow in 
its place is not so clear. Suppose the valve bo raised so 
aa to make the size of the hot- and cold-air openings 
equal, what wiil then be the action ? The hot air rising 
through the flue has a vacuum-forming tendency, and it 
Ib supposed by the inventor that the cold air at the bottom 
of the flue will rise up to fill the partial vacuum. This it 
might do were there not a source of supply by which the 
vacuum is supplied with leas resistance. There is an in- 
exhaustible supply of hot air coming from the furnace, 
already possessing a tendency to rise, and half closing the 
hot-air opening, as in the ease supipoagA, lwrtlb.gt -gtfa^aMfe 
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^^be tension of the hot air thus resisted as it rises from the 

^Koniace. Will not, tben, this Buppl^of hot air with high 

^Pensiou be anSieient to supply aU Tacuom which the air 

rising in the flue will create ? If the cold air will rise 

under these conditiona, it is difficult to see why the cold 

sir of the room into which the warm air enters will not 

Prise along with and be drawn up by it aa it passes in at J 
(Ud rises to the top of the room. 
Thia is not a case parallel with the aspirating chim- 
ney, where hot air rising in a shaft will cause cooler air 
to flow in through openings into it. In this case the 
partial vacuum has no other adequate source of supply, 

I which we have seeu is not the case in the flue under 
pons! deration. 
• It is not here maintained, however, that this valve is 
Jiseleas ; on the contrary, it may be, under certain cou- 
flitions, very useful. If it be nearly or quite raised, so as 
to shut off most or all of the hot air, and if there is a 
good aspirating chimney drawing the foul air from the 
room which is being supplied, and if the doors and win- 
dowB are carefully closed, then the cold air will rise in 
thia cold-air duct. But it is safe to conclude that all 
these conditions are necessary. If there ia no aspi- 
rating chimney there will be no vacuum-forming tendency 
in the room sufficient to cause cold air to rise. If a door 
or window is opened, the draft in all cold-air ducts imme- 
diately ceasea, aa air, like all other moving bodies, seeking 
the line of least resistance, will come from a source where 
it ia least opposed ; and through an open door or window 
the resistance by friction is nothing, while in the cold-air 
flue it ia considerable. Here, let it be obseiTed, ia another 
argument for double windows and spring-cloaing doors. 

In the Ruttan system the foul air ia drawn out of the 
foom from the bottom through registers near the floor. 
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These outlets are placed, ivlieTi convenient, on the sidea 
of tlie room opposite the final outlet, so that fou! warm 
air, as it leaves the room, will pass under the floor which 
it ia thus intended to warm. The foul air thus passing 
from the different rooms is all collected into a foul-air 
room adjacent to the smoke-chimuey, into the bottom 
of which it communicates by a large opening. 

The theory of the system may be summarized aa fol- 
lows : The air warmed by the furnace rises through the 
air-flue into the room, where, within convenient reach, a 
hand-knob is plaeed for regulation of hot and cold air. 
The warm air, after ita admission, rises to the top of the 
room which, on being filled from the top downward, 
presses the cold air down and out of the outlets. The 
foul air, it ia claimed, being "at the bottom," ia thus 
drawn off, and the upper part of the room kept constitntly 
filled with pure warm air. The floor ia warmed by the 
foul air as it passes beneath on its way out. This foul air 
is kept in motion by the draft of the chimney into which 
the foul-air room opens. It may be said in favor of this 
system that it shows throughout a studied effort toward 
conformity to physical laws, and is therefore a valuable 
contribution toward the solution of the difficult and all- 
important problem of ventilation. It is an ingenious 
syatem, and is doing comparatively good service. The 
critical review to which it will now be submitted ia in- 
tended to be in the interest of truth and the public good, 
and toward suggesting improvements rather than con- 
demning the system. 

In the first place, considering the large amount of 
friction which the air necessarily encounters in finding 
its way out, and the rapid passage of air which is neces- 
sary to secure proper ventilation, a higher degree of fur- 
nace heat is necessary than is harmless to th.% %\t. 
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^^ the tension of the hot air thug resisted as it rises from to^^ 
fumuce. Will not, then, thia supply of hot air with high 
tenaiou bo sufficient to supply all vacuum which the air 
rising in the flue will create ? If the cold air will rise 
under these conditions, it is difficult to see why the cold 
air of the room into which the warm air enters will not 
rise along with and be drawn np by it as it passes in at J 
and rises to the top of the room. 

This is not a case parallel with the aspirating chim- 
ney, where hot air rising in a shaft will cause cooler air 
to flow in through openings into it. In this case the 
partial vacuum has no other adequate source of supply, 

I which we have seeu is not the case in the flue under 
consideration. 
It is not here maintained, however, that this valve is 
Useless ; on the contrary, it may be, under certain con- 
ditions, very useful. If it be nearly or quite raised, so aa 
to shut off most or ail of the hot air, and if there is a 
good aspirating chimney drawing the foul air from the 
room which is being supplied, and if the doors and win- 
dows are carefully closed, then the cold air will rise in 
this cold-air duct. Bnt it is safe to conclude that all 
these conditions are necessary. It there is no aspi- 
rating chimney there will be no vacuum-forming tendency 
in the room sufficient to cause cold air to rise. If a door 
or window is opened, the draft in all cold-air duets imme- 
diately ceases, as air, like all other moving bodies, seeking 
the line of least resistance, will come from a source where 
it la least opposed ; and through an open door or window 
the resistance by friction is nothing, while in the cold-sir 
fine it is considerable. Here, let it be observed, is another 
I argument for double windows and spring-closing doors. 
In the Kuttan system the foul air is drawn out of the 
&W1 from the bottom t\iroug\i le^aXaw, tssas the floor. 
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a short distance, and, before passing out of the room, 
must again ctosb the breathing line. Now, the shorter 
the distance between this stratum and the breathing line, 
the less opportunity for diffusion to take place in time to 
prevent rebreathing the expired impurities. 

An objection to the arrangement for warming the floor 
might reasonably be urged in the fact that so large a part 
of the building is submitted to the contamination of foul 
air with no provibion fur clednsing. The walls of a shaft 
or room in which there exist large quantities of air viti- 
ated by respiration soon become coated with an offensive 
and poisonous accumulation of organic matter which, if 
not removed, is liable to contaminate the entire building, 
and in case of temporary reversal of the draft, as is some- 
times Bure to take place in warm weather, when little or 
no fire is required, the air, in passing over this foul mat- 
ter, becomes unfit for respiration before it reaches the 
room. All foul-air passages should be accessible to the 
brush of the janitor. 

One obstacle in the way of this system is the difficulty 
of managing the average builder. In order that the pos- 
Bibilities of the system may be realized, buildings mii"*- 
be constructed from the beginning with special design lor 
its application. In buildings not specially constructed 
for this system it is practically worthless, and the same 
is true in buildings improperly designed for it by design- 
ers who do not fully understand the principles which the 
system requires of them to materialize. This is in itself 
no fault of the system, but is, in the present state of me- 
chanical service, an inevitable obstacle. 

It is not unfrequent to see school-houses built for this 
system where the construction ignores the very principles 
upon which the success of the system mainly depends. 
la one instance which I now have in mind, and which I 
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^B bad excellent opportuoitieB of observing, the foul-air out. 
^M lets led to single chlmucjs for each room, which were 
^K oloeed up solid at the bottom, and unconnected with the 
^^ Bmoke-chininey or other source of heat. The windows 
^B vere numerous and loosely fitted, which allowed the hot 
^B air to pass out at the top of them before it arrived at a 
point low enough to be utilized. The small dummy aspi- 
rating chimneys, having little draft, failed in their legiti- 
mate function of removing the foul air of the room 
tin order to give place to the incoming hot air, which 
could not otherwise find an entrance sufficient to warm 
the room. These circumstances admitted of but one 
result. The hot air, all that oould be forced to enter, 
found a lodgment in the upper pai-t of the rooms, where 
a temperature of about 200" was maintained, while at the 
floor it was little above the freezing point. Of course the 
apparatus had to be taken out. 

In conclusion, it may be said of the Buttan system 
that, if the requirements of the theory be carefully con- 
formed to iu the construction of the buildings, the win- 
dows and doors made tight-fitting and kept closed, it 
will work comparatively well, yet even at its best it has 
inherent defects which must be recognized and met b^ 
fore it can be received as a perfect system. 




STEAM HEATING. 
CHAPTER XVIIX 

STEAM HEATING. 

lu" heating with steam, water is converted into steam 
in a boiler heated by a fnrnace situated in the basement 
or other convenient locality. The steam is then conveyed 
by means of pipea to the parts of the bnilding to be 
warmed. 

It will be seen by a careful reading of the foregoing 
pages that one of the chief defects in all systems of warm- 
ing and ventilating so far considered is the inadequate 
distribution of the warmed air. This ia a matter of prime 
importance. Heat shoald be furnished not only of the 
necessary amount, but it should be furnished in such a 
manner that it can be utilized. 

We have seen that it is impossible thoroughly to do 
this by stoves and hot-air furnaces in buildings more 
than one story in height. If our school-houses could be 
confined to a single story, furnace-warmed air might be 
nsed, and perfect ventilation be attained. The English 
House of Commons is heated by means of furnace-warmed 
air, on a modified plan of Dr. Reid, and all the required 
conditions of ventilation and distribution are there com- 
plied with. But the same results would not be possible 
in an upper story of a building. 

In this building a hot-air chamber, extending beneath 
the entire floor, supplies the room wilh warmed air ad- 
mitted through a perforated floor. Ventilation is at the 
top, and the foul-air flues have their opening into an as- 
pirating chimney. 

In buildings of several stories, containing many rooms, 
the difficulties of heat distribution without waste are met 
bj the use of steam. This ia ineyitabVe iTom. 'Oaei ■o.^-arSs. 
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properties which eteam posseases. A correct popular un- 
derstandiog of these properties would cTeutually settle 
the question aa to the best method of warming large 
Bchool-buildinga. While these properties are easy of dem- 
onstration, it is ciiriouB what erroneous notions are cnr- 
rent concerning them, 

Of course it can not be expected that the printed ad- 
Tertisoments prepared by fnmace-heating companies will 
contain much that is scieutifically reliable concerning the 
peculiar heating advantages of steam ; and while it might 
be pertinent to ask why they do not remain silent regard- 
ing that which they either misrepresent or misunder- 
stand, it may perhaps be excused as a sort of sjiecial 
pleading which has come to be regarded as legitimate in 
advertising. 

Bnt thia is not the only source of published error con- 
cerning the properties of steam. A single instance will 
suffice. W. C. Whitford, ex-Superintendent of Public 
Instruction of Wisconsin, in a book on " Plans and Speci- 
fications of Jchool- Houses," in referring to steam heat- 
ing says : "Avery eonaiderable percentage of the force 
derived from the heat applied to the water in generating 
steam is lost in expanding and driving this steam along 
the iron pipes or through the radiators. In other words, 
the heat of the burning fuel appears in part in tnechani- 
oal action and not in temperature." 

That this mechanical action is lost ia a somewhat 
8t> ige doctrine. A few quotations from authors who 
J»ave given special attention to physical laws will be snflS- 
cient to stand against this view. 

Gage, in his "Physics," says: "Heat that is con- 
sumed in liquefying solids and vaporizing liquids is 
always restored when the reverse change takes place. . . . 
Xha fact that steam in oondenaing generates a hagt 
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amount of heat la turned to practical use iu heating 
buildings by steam." 

William J. Baldwin, a scientific mecbanical engineer, 
in his work on "Steam Heating for Buildings," Bays: 
" When a solid becomes a liquid, or a liquid becomea a 
vapor, heat is absorbed more than was necessary to raise 
it to the temjieralnre of conversion, and this latent heat 
does work in the destruction in the force of cohesion and 
other occult changes which take place, and must be ab- 
BoibeA from some other substance. In the case of ateam 
in a boiler, it comes from the fuel during combustion, 
and when a pool of water is vaporized in the street, it 
comes from the sun directly, and from the earth, air, etc., 
indirectly. When steam or vapor is condensed this same 
quantity of heat that was received, no matter where, is 
given off to any substance within its influence, air, water, 
etc., colder than itself, and it is this property, to convey 
more heat within ordinary controllable temperatures than 
any other substance, which makes water and its vapor so 
■valuable." 

These properties of steam may be demonstrated by a 
simple and interesting experiment : 

An apparatus, consisting of a flask, lamp or Bunsen 
bamer, bent tnbe, and beaker, is arranged as shown in 
Pig. 20. Into the flask A pour one ounce of water at 
32° Fahr., and into the beaker C pour 6^ ounces at the 
same temperature. In a short time the water in A will 
be converted into steam, which will paas through the 'be 
B and be condensed in the beaker 0. Immediately afu • 
the total evaporation of the water in A, the water in 
will be found by fasting to be at a temperature of 212° 
Fahr. By carefully noting the time which elapsed from 
the first application of the heat till boiling commenced, 
and also from when boiling commenced tvVV ^\^% e^^^Kjnr 
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tion was completed, it will be found that tbe latter time 
is 5J timea the former, that it requires 5^ times as long 



m 
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to convert boiling water into steam as it does to raise 
water from the freezing to the boiling point.* 

Now, theae facta teach, first, that, as the application of 
the heat is constant, 5^ times as much of it exists as la- 
tent heat than exists as sensible heat. Daring the entire 
process, neither the boiling water nor the steam acquires 
a temperature above 313°, the boiling-point of water. 
Second, that this so-called latent heat is really no heat 
at all, but mechanical energy, into which the sensible 

* To nvoid accident in tMs ciperimcQt, the flask Bhould not be al- 
lowed to boil qnite dry, it9 this would oanae a vacuum to ba formed in 
the Qask, wbich would saddenlf be Slled bj a rush of water from the 
beaker through the tube. To avoid a eimilar result, the lube a 
alwajB be miacd out of the beaker before tbe heat is removed, for if Q 
water aeaaes Ui boil the flteam will cease to be driven off, and a vi 
will result the same as though the fiask ncro alloni^d to boil diy. 
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beat of the flame was converted ; thia energy being suffi- 
cient to OTercome the cohesion between the particles of 
the water and to transfer them against gravity over into 
the heater. Third, that as the water in the beaker, con- 
taining 5J times as much as was evaporated, was raised 
to a temperature eqnal to the highest temperature of the 
steam, this latent heat, iu the form of mechanical energy, ■ 
appears as sensible heat as soon as condensation takes 
place. Fourth, that during the passage of the steam 
through tho tube, none of the latent heat ia lost ; that 
its re-a]ipearanee as sensible heat is reserved until the in- 
stant of condensation. 

In view of these principles, practical insight need not 
be very far-reaching to see the great advantage possessed 
by steam for the purposes of heating, when heat is to ba 
carried to some distance and distributed. The mechani- 
cal work necessary to "drive steam through pipes and 
radiators " exists in tho steam itself, for its inherent prop- 
erty of expansion makes it self -driving. 

If steam-pipes could be perfectly insulated, so as ab- 
solutely to prevent exchange of temperature between them 
and the air, heat could be transferred to any distance 
whatever, and without loss. Perfect insulation is of course 
impossible, hut it may easily be made sufficiently good to 
render the loss in a single large building practically 
nothing. 

This has been demonstrated by Mr. Holly, who has 
extended the system from heating a few buildings to as 
many hundreds, where the steam ia all generated in one 
place and conveyed through carefully insulated tubes to 
the several houses. 

The method of insulating the pipes which Mr. Holly 
used may be described in the words of his circular : " The 
pipe is placed in a lathe, and wound about fiM,t mya. <*• 
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bestos, followed by hair felting, porous paper, manilla 
paper, finally thin strips of wood laid on lengthwise, and 
the whole fastened together by a copper wire wonnd spi- 
rally over all. This is thrust into a wooden log, bored to 
leave an intervening air-chamber between the pipe and 
the wood, and of sufficient size to leave from three to five 
inches of wood covering. The elasticity of the wrappings 
permits the free expansion and contraction of the pipe 
irrespective of the wooden log, which is securely anchored 
and made immovable. The whole is placed in a trench a 
short distance below the surface without regard to frost. 
At the bottom of the trench is laid an earthen tile drain 
to carry off any earth moisture, and in order further to 
iBure the continuous dry neSiS of the wooden log inclosing 
16 pipe." 

Such careful insulation is of course wholly unnecessary 
in the heating of a single building. This description is 
given simply aa an example in further demonstration of 
the principles in steam heating, 

Mr. Holly also demonstrated, by a carefully conducted 
experiment, that steam may be conveyed through 1,600 
feet of three-inch pipe, with a loss by radiation of only 
3J per cent. This is sufficient to show that in single 
buildings, where the risers are about the only pipes from 
which radiation is not wanted, the loss may bo regarded 
as practically nothing. 

It has already been noticed that steam, when not un- 
der pressure, has a temiwrature of only 313°, that of boil- 
ing water. When, however, its free expansion is arrested, 
its temperature will increase in proportion to the pressure 
to which it is subjected. It is bettor, therefore, in order 
not to overheat the air by contact with superheated iron, 
to have the pressure as light as possible. Here is another 
"nportant advantage of steam heating : the air need never 
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be OTerheated if a proper regulation of presanre be ob- 
eerved, and a sufficient amount of piping be used to fur- 
nish the requisite snrface for radiation. 

Steam-pipes can be carried to any place in a building 
where heat ia desired. In most other systems of heating 
the heads of the occupants of a room inevitably occupy 
a position having a higher temperature than that of the 
feet. This is exactly the reverse of what it should be. 
Nothing is more subversive of good circulation than cold 
feet. On the other hand, if the feet are kept warm, good 
circulation may comfortably be maintained, even when 
other parts of the body are subjected to a comparatively 
low temperature. 

An arrangement of steam-pipes beneath the floor, as 
hereafter described, would settle the question of cold feet, 
and remove the necessity of so high a temperature in 
other parts of the room as is commonly maintained. 
There remains no question, then, as to the superior fa- 
cilities of steam for heat distribution. 

[Its coat may be figured otherwise than from the above 
negative coosideratinn of the loss. The latent heat of 
eteam is 960, that is, it requires 9C0 units of heat to con- 
vert one pound of boiling water into steam. Tliia ia 
really the amount that is actually realized as heat. The 
hot water, when firat condensed in the pipes, does on its 
return impart some of its heat to the room, but the same 
amount will be necessary to raise it again to the boiling- 
point in the boiler before it can again bentilized. Theo- 
retically, one pound of coal wiU furnish heat sufficient to 
convert 14 pounda of water into steam, but in the average 
practice only 9 pounda are realized. Then 060 X 9 = 
8,640 is the number of thermal units which can be real- 
ized from one pound of coal. 

It was found, when calculating the coat qI \ifealOTv^f,S»i 
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another place, that 142,959 units or heat are necessar^^^ 
snpply tho requirements of one average school-room for 
one hoar, where all tho demanda of warming and venti- 
lating are rigidly complied with. Now, 142,959 -r- 8,640 
— 16 '66, tho number of pounds of coal necessary to sup- 
ply one room for one hour. In the former calculation it 
was found that 18'3 pounds was the number required, 
which shows nearly 2 pounds per hour in favor of steam. 

So far, steam has been treated with sole reference to 
its warming and distributing facilities. Objection ia 
sometimes made to steam heating that it does not furnish 
sufficient ventilation. To this it may be answered that 
the same is true of any method of heating simply as 
each 

It has already been explained how heating and venti- 
lating are antagonistic processes, ventilation always being 
at the expense of heat. In any method of heating venti- 
lation must be provided for and arranged as an accessory 
to the heating. No heating apparatus is in itself a venti- 
lator. Good ventilation is possible with any system of 
heating, as no ventilation at all frequently accompanies 
good methods of heating when by themselves considered. 

That poorly ventilated school-houses are sometimes 
heated by steam is no argument against steam as a method 
of warming; nor does it prove that good ventilation is 
not possible with steam heating. This will soon be made 
apparent in the consideration of the different methods of 
steam heating, which are of three Idnds, viz., beating by 
direct radiation, by indirect radiation, and by direct- 
indirect radiation. Heating with hot water is not well 
adapted to school-buildings, which are occupied only at 
intervals. This method, therefore, while possessing su- 
perior advantages for warming private dwellings, will not 
be here considered. 



V STEAM EEATING. 137 

Direct Radiation. — In direct radiation tbe coila of 
Eteam-pipe or radiators are placed within the room to be 
warmed. They warm the air of the room by radiation 
and convection, and do precisely the work of a simple 
stoye where heating is alone provided for and ventilation 
ignored. The single point of superiority of this method 
over that of the store is in the comparatively large radi- 
ating surface and moderate temperature. Aa a mere 
heater, where the temperature of the room is alone con- 
sidered, DO method is more effective, but when so used to 
the neglect of ventilation, heating by direct radiation 
alone can not be too heartily condemned. 

Enough has already been said concerning the evils of 
heating tlie air of a room without provision being made 
for frequently changing it. It needs only to be noted 
here that nothing is more eertaio to produce these evila 
than direct radiation when used alone, 

This must not be considered as an argument against 
direct radiation in itself, but by itself ; indeed, it should 
form a part of every system of steam heating. It ia here 
condemned only when used exclusively. When direct ra- 
diation is used in association with a good aspirating chim- 
ney, in which coila of steam-pipe may be placed to give a 
good draft, and when the radiators are so arranged that 
the cold air from the inlets will come in around them and 
bo warmed before reaching the occupants of the room, it 
makes a fairly good arrangement. This is illustrated in 
Fig. 31, where D is the outside wall ; W, the window ; 
E, the cold-air duct ; E, the radiator ; A, the ventilating 
shaft ; B, the upper foul-air vent ; C, the lower foul-air 
vent. The arrows show the direction of the currents. 

This arrangement is commonly met with in school- 
houses, and is somewhat better than no provision at all 
for ventilation, but it ia very iiiadequatfi. The \isai. <:as\. 
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not by this meana be properly distributed. If the ontlet 
B is kept open, the warm nnnsed air will escape ; if it is 




kept closed, the foul air will accumulate in the top of t! 
room. The radiator R, while good so far as it goes, doe 
not warm the air sufficiently as it enters to prevent colfl 
drafts, providing the inlete are sufficiently large for the^ 
demands of ventihition. 

Steam heating by direct radiation, even without any 
provision for ventilation other than by windows, is previt- 
lent, almost discouragingly so. As a single illoHtration, 
the following words of John D, Philbrick, in his circuhtr 
on " City School Systems in the United States," may b 
used. In speaking of the high-school in the city of Was' 
mgton he says : "It is to be regretted that the high-scho( 
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faotiee recently erected in our national capital bIioiiM be 
in its planning so far behind tiie times. Ita conspicaoua 
absence of merit was not to have been anticipated, consid- 
ering the high reputation which the city had acquired for 
good school-house building in the erection of the Frank- 
lin and so many other good school buildings. . . . The 
heating is efifected by means of direct steam radiation." 

Washington is here named because of ita prominence 
and the common interests which center there ; but it is 
not the only city in which blunders have been made, and 
are being made, in school-house building relative to beat- 
ing and Tentilating, In fact, the taking of Washington 
as typical is exceeding liberality toward other cities, some 
of which are really much worse. 

During the summer of 1886 I Tisited many school- 
bnildings, with a view of studying their provisions for 
warming and yentilating. Among those which were 
warmed by direct radiation, several were arranged as rep- 
resented in Fig. 33, which is here given, as some of these 
buildings were new and may be supposed to represent the 
best that has been done in the localities where they were 
found. The figure shows the interior of a school-room 
with the two sides nearest the observer removed, R rep- 
resents the steam-pipes, extending along the sides of the 
room under the windows. S is a ventilating shaft in the 
corner of the room opposite the windows, made tight at 
the bottom, with no provision for heating the air inside 
of it. V is an outlet about one foot square, from the 
room into the ventilating shaft, and situated near the 
floor. No provision is made for air to enter the room ex- 
cept through the windows. 

The theory of this arrangement is difficult to gness, 
but the only one which approaches rationality is that the 
air b expected to rise from the pipes, tqq^6 wK.OTi^'&^^«s 
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d the room to the opposite corner, then to dive down 
be bottom of the room and crawl up the shaft. This, 



own s^^ 




■while quite as reasonable as many current ideaa concern- 
ing ventilation, ia expecting altogether too mnch of the 
air, whose power of moving ia passive and not active, 

The air will rise from the pipes to the top of the room. 
This is the only correct snpposition in the above supposed 
theory. There is nothing to make it descend when it 
reaches the comer opposite, unless it is colder than the 
air below it, and what is to make it colder ? It may be 
at a temperature lower than when it started from the 
pipes, but it is still of a higher temperature than the air 
below it, in all parta not directly over the pipes. Hot air 
constantly rising to the top of an inclosed space will 
Btratify along the highest plane, the warmest occupying 
the highest level. As the process continues the line of 
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demarkatiou between warm and cold air will descend 
lower and lower till the floor is reached, provided there is 
no outlet higher than the floor through which the warm 
air may escape. But in the present case there is such an 
opening, for the air is expected to enter at the windows, 
and where air can flow in when room is made for it within, 
it can also flow out when room is made for it without. 
Now, room will always be made for it without, when the 
windows are on the leeward side of the room. It has 
been previously explained how wind produces a partial 
vacuum on the leeward side of buildings or other obstruc- 
tions. The air inside will, therefore, have a tendency to 
flow outward on that side unless there is some counter- 
acting force inside to prevent it, and in the present case 
there is none. Cross-currents will thus set in, and the 
windows will be both inlets and outlets. 

If this little fonl-air shaft were converted into an as- 
pirating chimney of sufficient size in which heat could be 
easily supplied from coils of ateam-pipe extended into it,- 
there would be something to counteract this influence of 
the wind, as well as to furnish an adequate exit for foul 
air. In short, these little foul-air shafts, when so ar- 
ranged, are almost useless. They are not quite useless, 
because in cold weather, when the air is still, there will 
be a slight upward draft through them, due to the air in 
them being a little warmer than the outside air, but when 
the wind is blowing they are liable to become inlets. Di- 
rect radiation, with no other means than this for venti- 
lating or preventing cold drafts, is objectionable. The 
use of direct radiation, when accompanied with other pro- 
visions, will appear hereafter. 

Indirect Radiation. — In indirect radiation the pipes 
are not placed inside of the room to be warmed, but out- 
flide in an inclosed chamber opening mto t\^ia twi^a. mb^. 
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into the outside air. The air in these chambers becomes 
heuted, rieea and passes into the room, and is followed 
by frosh cold air from outside the building. 

It is evident that a room warmed in this manner is neces- 
aarilj partially ventilated, for the warming is not by ra- 
diation or convection, but from inflowing warm air, wiiioh 




muEt in entering displace an equal amount of air pr^ 
viously in the room. 

This method of warming may be understood by ref- 
erence to Fig. 23, where a = outside wall of the house; 
B = the fresh-air duct ; c the register opening into the 
^'Qom, and E the coila of ateam-pipt 
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Indirect radiation sbonld be accompaDied with ade- 
quate means for abstracting the foul air from tlie room, 
either iu the form of a good aspirating chimney or a ven- 
tilating fan. Unless thia be done, any form of indirect 
radiation will fail ; for, as two bodies can not occupy the 
eame apace at tho same time, the foul air must pass out 
before fresh air can pass in. A mere outlet into the open 
air will not gcDei-allj aaffice, for then the air must be 
pushed out by the air coming in from the radiators, a 
work which can not thus be adequately performed. 

The position of the radiators in a system of indirect 
radiation may vary according to local circumstances. 
Soma buiidei's, however, have a rule of placing them in 
the outside walla, and others in tho inside walla near a 
central fresh-air shaft situated near the center of the 
building. Mr. Baldwin is of the former class, and gives 
afi a reason for the outside position that, as the windows 
furnish a constant source of rapid cooling, a current of 
cold air is always passing down inside the room in front 
of them, thence along tho floor, cooling the feet of the 
occupants. Placing the radiators in the outside walla 
under the windows furnishes an upward current of warm 
air which meets this cold current, thus counteracting it. 

Mr. Briggs, on the other hand, is of the latter class, 
and gives as reasons for interior locations of radia- 
tors : That basement piping is thereby saved ; that it 
obviates danger from freezing of pipes ; that it prevents 
loss of heat from introduction ducts or flues which run 
up the outer exposed walls of the building, and that the 
internal location makes it possible to place the inlets and 
outlets on the same side of the room, which it is claimed 
facilitates the bringing down of the warmed air from the 
top of the room, where it first rises, to the breathing line. 

Each of these plans of locating radisktora ^«(»r»% 
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eome advantages orer the other, bnt both are equally at 
fault on the one thing necessary to make steam heatiog 
perfectly successful. Both admit the warm air through 

^a few large openings eitiiated at the sides of the room, 
where it at once rises to the top before it is utilized. 
This, of course, necessitates the placing of the outlets 
near the floor, iu order to retain the warm air till it has 
cooled sufficiently to descend and be used. The problem 
of distributing the warm air as it enters is not solved by 

(either of these methods. Until it is solved, until the air 
I!&n be so admitted that it can be utilized while on its 
vay to the top of the room, so that when arriving there 
it may be let out at the ceiling, the place where Nature 
plainly dictiites that its exit shoald he made, instead of 
trying to force hot air downward ; nutil this can be ac- 

toomplished, steam heating has little advantage in noist 
at ventilation over some other systems. 
The necessary physical conditions of warming and 
Tentilating have now been fairly well discussed. In our 
investigations of the different plans which have been em- 
ployed, the merits and demerits of each liave been pointed 
out. While all have some characteristic points of excel- 
lence, none so far considered are without numerous and 
serious defects. Thus far no system has been devised 
that so distributes the air as it enters the room that it 
may be let out at the top — the place which Nature plainly 
dictates for its exit. No plan has yet been hit upon which 



CHAPTER XIX. ^ 

JlS ideal plan for WAHMINO and TBNTILATIlTa. 



AN IDEAL PLAK FOR WARMING AND VENTILATING. 145 

keeps the feet of the occupants warmer than the head — 
a necessity which the laws of blood-circulation make 
plainly evident. No system has yet been put in practice 
which does not at some point oppose the natural laws of 
ascent and descent. 

A device will now be described which I believe will 
not only remedy these defects but will comply with all 
the requirements of ventilation. In order better to esti- 
mate its valae, let us first enumerate the requirementa 
of ventilation. 1. The air must come from a pure source. 
2. It must be sufficient in quantity, 3. It must ba 
warmed before being admitted into the room. 4. It 
must not be overheated. 5. It must be distributed aa it 
enters, so that it may be utilized before it reaches the top 
of the room. 6. In order that this may bo possible, it 
must be admitted through the floor. 7. It must not be 
eutrapped in the top of the room, 8. The ventilation 
and air-supply must be independent of doors and win- 
dows. 

A careful study of the following figures will show how 
this may be accomplished. Fig. 34 shows the interior of 
a double chimney, with partition and side toward the ob- 
server removed so as to reveal the parts. B is the floor 
of a fresh-air shaft which constitutes one division of the 
chimney, as shown by the broken partition wall EG. 
H is the opening into the large tube 0, which carriea 
fresh air to the rooms ; X X shows the front of this tube, 
cut away so as to show the other side. J J are floor- 
joists. A shows where the fresh-air tube sends off a 
branch directly under the floor of the first story ; F is 
the foul-air register, oiiening from the top of the room 
into the chimney. J' J' A' and F' show corresponding 
parts for the second story. A is the floor of the aspirating 
chimney, which contains the fresh-air tube iiiai dftwis'A«&, 

ii 



|_ AX IDEAL PLAN FOR WARMLVG AND VENTILATING. 147 

and also the Btnoke pipea, P, which come from the fur- 
nace and esteud to the top of the chimney. 

The actiou of this chimney explained is as follows : 
This chimney is to perform tiie work of ventiJating and 
t carrying the fresh air to four school-rooms. The large 
' furnace pipe is divided into the several smoke pipes, P, 
so that the waste heat from the Are may be utilized in 
heating the air in the chimney, by making the heated 
radiating surface as large as possible. The air in this 
part of the chimney, thus heated, rapidly rises and creates 
a powerful upward draft, making a partial vacuum, which 
draws the foul air through the foul-air registers F at the 
top of the room. The smoke-pipes are extended upward 
to the top of the chimney, to prevent the possible reflux 
of smoke which might otherwise occur in windy weather. 
The heat from these pipes will also be communicated to 
the fresh-air pipe C ; and the fresh air which it contains, 
being thus warmed, will rise and pass under the floor 
through the branch tubes A and A'. It would probably 
be better to have the fresh-air tubes leading to the sepa- 
rate rooms independent of one another to avoid inequality 
of draft. In the figure two rooms are represented as be- 
ing sapplied from one main pipe C, merely for conve- 
nience of illustration. The air thus rising in the tube 
is followed by cold pure air from the fresh-air shaft B 
through the aperture H. This shaft, being a part of the 
chimney, extends to the top of the building, and there- 
fore brings the air from an elevated and pure source. 
The top of the fresh-air shaft should be several feet be- 
low the top of the smoke part of the chimney to avoid 
the drawing down of smoke. 

As we have seen in previous pages, this chimney must 
bo large. There is little danger, under the present ar- 
rangement of conveying the smoke, of gattmn \\,Wi\'sx^S" 
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It should, if bnilt for foar rooms, have an area of crosa- 
sectioa of at least 64 square feet, making it equivalent to 
8 feet square. Summarized, a chimney thus constructed 
furnishes an outlet for smoke, for foul air, and an inlet 
for fresh air. The heat in it from the furnace has a ten- 
dency both to draw the foul air out and the pure air into 
the rooms, as explained. 

How, now, is the fresh air thus admitted beneath the 
floor to be warmed and distributed F This may be un- 
derstood by reference to Fig, 35. J represents a aeries of 




floor joists, and J' another series resting upon the first at 
^jdght anglea. This double Mxangement is to give efficient 
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room for the various radiating boxes necessary to perfect 
distribution The' let « corresponds to A and A' of Fig. 
24, and ia the oj n j, to the bos B, extending along 
under one b d of he oon ; are openings or registers, 
opening from tl e la g box B into smaller radiating boxes 
i, which extend along under the floor between the upper 
set of floor-jo ts s a e steam-pipes for further warm- 
ing the air as it enters. 

The heat from this source gives to the air already in 
motion another impulse in the same direction, upward 
through the floor register E, as indicated by the arrows, 
thus further increasing and securing constancy and steadi- 
ness of the air movement. 

The air, on thus entering, will be properly warmed, 
and being admitted at the floor will secure comfort for 
the feet. There should be a radiating box, b, for every 
row of desks, to deliver the air through registers situated 
at frequent intervals along the aisles. The warm air, thus 
perfectly distributed, as it enters rises toward the ceiling, 
both by its own specific lightness due to temperature, and 
by its tendency to fill the vacuum produced at the top of 
the room from the draft of the aspirating chimney, as 
explained in Fig. 34. 

Here there can be no nncertainty about the disposition 
of COj and the organic emanations from skin and lungs. 
All of these impurities are carried ofE as fast as formed, 
both from a tendency which an animal temperature of 
98° gives them to rise, and the constant stream of rising 
air into which they are poured. 

Steam-pipes should also be placed in the large radiat- 
ing box B, to aid both in warming the air and in increas- 
ing the strength and steadiness of the movement. These 
boxes should be made of wood and lined with tin. F is 
the floor of the room. At theTB BVo^Ai\)e.tt.&Ktss2 
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for regulating the draft, and controlled by a lever ex- 
tending up throngh the floor. The opening, a, should 
be large, as the amount of air deliyered through it ia 
great. The form and proportion are of course not sjieci- 
fied in the figure, which is only intended to make the 
principle of the movement understood. 

What, now, it miiy be asked, will preyent the space 
beneath the floor from filling with dirt through the floor 
registers ? This ia answered in Fig. 36, which lepreaente 
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■n cross-section through a ])ortion of the floor, the radial 
jng box, and containing steam -pipes. F shows the 
floor ; r the connecting box-riser ; b b, the radiating box ; 
fl s 5, the steam-pipee ; and / 1, the lid of the register in 
the space fitted for it in the floor. 

The peculiar shape of this lid, as represented, will be 
suEBcient to suggest how the dirt is prevented from fall- 
ing into the box. Everything which falls through the 
spaces at the top of the lid will be received by the loops 
at d. The arrows indicate the direction of the air through 
the numerous holes made in the perpendicular sides of 
the several loops. Floating dust will have no tendency 
to enter theae holea, becanae the ouirept of air will i 
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vent it, being from the direction to drive it away. These 
lids, made of light eastinga, will not be expensive, and 
can be easily raised out and freed from dirt, which from 
time to time will accumulate in the loops. 

The two sets of floor-joists which this system neceBsi- 
tates will incur some additional expense, but this will ba 
slight when the accompanying advantages are considered. 
The greater space which the double arrangement wonld 
require would not necessitate any increase in the height 
of the building, for it is plain that when rooms are venti- 
lated as above described, the height of the room is not 
important. The number of cubic feet of air space for 
each pupil loses importance as perfect ventilation is ap- 
proximated. Thousands of people may stand crowded 
together in the open air and all be provided with pure 
air. This is simply because the ventilation of Nature ia 
jierfeet. The heated emanations from the body rise and 
fresh air comes in from all sides to fill the partial vacuum. 
This is the method above proposed. The movement of 
all the air in the room is upward, with ample provision 
for the supply of plenty of fresh warm air from below. 

Thus far we have considered ventilation with reference 
to the requirements of winter, or when artificial heat is 
required to raise the internal temperature of the rooms 
above that of the outside. In the fall and spring, when 
no extra heat ia needed in the rooma — when the internal 
and external temperatures are nearly equal — it is then 
only necessary to heat the air in the foul-air compartment 
of the chimney in order to maintain a draft sufficient to 
abstract the foul air as fast as formed. There are several 
ways to do this. A stove may be set at tiie bottom of the 
chimney, or coils of steam-pipe may extend into it from 
the boiler. For the system we are considering this ia the 
proper method of heating the chimney ia watim. "^^eJOosiv. 
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By means of valves tlie steam may be shut off from all 
the radiator pipes, aliowiDg it to pass only through the 
pipes in the chimney. And, owing to the manner in 
which the heat of the smoke and the waste products of 
comhnetion are utilized, the necessary heat could be by 
this means most economically produced. 

This heating of the chimney in warm weather should 
not be neglected. It ia commonly supposed that in warm 
weatlier, when the windows may be opened, ventilation is 
easily secured. This ia a great mistake. It is easier to 
ventilate in winter than in summer. In cold weather the 
inequality of internal and external temperature is in itself 
a cause of movement, as heretofore explained ; but when 
the internal and external temperatures are nearly equal, 
change of position takes place (in the absence of wind) 
only by diffusion. 

In order to suit the conditions of cool weather, when 
a little heat is needed, the pipes extending through the ra- 
diators should be connected in sections, so that steam 
could be shut off from any number of them as desired. 
For instance. Fig. 37 shows a main supply pipe, sending 
off branches which are again subdivided, each sending a 
pipe to the several radiators. Thus, section A sends one 
pipe through each radiating box in the building ; section 
B another, section C another. When only a third of the 
usual amount of heat is required, all the valves are closed 
except 0, through which steam will then alone be admit- 
ted. If more boat is needed, open valve B. In coldest 
weather, open all. For the severest weather, in high lati- 
tudes, a aection should be aet apart leading to direct ra- 
diators placed in the rooms. By skillful management of 
the details any temperature may be secured and ventila- 
tion be equally good in all aeasona. 

Another advantage which the double set of floor-joists 
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secnres is in the effectual deadening of sound which 
the enlarged space would secure. In all school-houses of 
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two or more stories some means of deadening the sound 
of moving feet, conducted through the flaot ^jDkjJL ^i«^sx^% 
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to the room below, is absolutely essential. Where this 
effectually doue, the cost will exceed that of the double 
joists. This system of warming and ventilating, it ap- 
pears to me, answers all the requirements of ventilatioa : 
1. The air taken from the height of the building is from 
a pure source. 2. From the large size of the chimney 
and fresh-air shaft, this air is snfificient in quantity, 3. 
By the distribution of ateara-pipes aa described it is 
warmed before being admitted into the room. 4. By a 
proper apportionment of these pipes the air need not be 
overheated. 5, By the numerous small registers distri- 
bution is perfect. 6. It is through the Boor, thus secur- 
ing the warmth of the feet. 7. It is not entrapped in the 
upper part of the room, but rapidly hurried away from 
this point, 8. The inlets and outlets being of ample size, 
and the velocity of the air sufficient, the ventilation will 
be independent of doors and windows. 

On the latter point too much stresfl can not be laid. 
Open doors and windows, especially in a city, are a source 
of great annoyance. The rattle of passing vehicles, the 
diu of machinery and steam- whistles, sometimes render it 
impossible to hoar a recitation. In windy weather great 
clouds of dust from the streets, and smoke from neigh- 
boring chimneys, pour in through open windows to com- 
plete the discomfiture of all helpless victims of window 
ventilation. In winter, where windows are relied upon, 
currents of icy cold air pour in, endangering the lives of 
pupils ; while currents of warm air pour out, sometimes 
before it has been utilized. 

It will doubtless be a surprise to many that the fresh- 
air shafts and chimneys for foul air need to be so large ; 
but a careful perusal of the foregoing pages will convince 
the intelligent reader that there is no help for this if any- 
thing like perfect ventilation is approximated. Facilities 
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for Tentilation are to a hoase what lunga are to an ani- 
mal. They must be eapacioua and active, to maintain a 
healthy and vigoroua life. The rentilating and warming 
apparatus constitute the vital organs of a bailding, and 
are therefore of first importance in school-house building. 
Utility first and ornamental finish last. Where utility 
and architectural symmetry conflict, the latter should 
give way to the former. Give us life first and beauty 
second. However, it need not be supposed that sym- 
metry is necessarily sacrificed or school-room capacity in- 
terfered with by the use of these generous chimneys. 

The three essential qualities of a school -ho use, named 
in the order of their importance, are utility, simplicity, 
and beauty. If these qualities are attended to in the or- 
der here named, all three are possible of attainment ; but 
if the order be reversed, as is commonly the case, only 
the first — beauty — will be attained. 

In a two-story building one chimney should not be 
required to serve more than four rooms. If three stories, 
it may supply six rooms. A peculiarity of this system of 
ventilating is that the higher the building the greater ta 
its efficiency. The reason for this is evident. The draft of 
a chimney is not only always increased with its height, but 
in this case the higher the building the farther the fresh- 
air tubes will extend upward through the heated air of the 
aspirating chimney. This not only adds still more power 
to the draft, by the additional heat given to the ascending 
fresh air, but this heat is utilized in giving additional 
warmth to the air before it enters the radiators. 

There are many designs which might be made, where- 
by all the qualities of a good school-house are secured. 
An original plan is suggested in Fig. 28, which may be 
considered the first story either of a two or three story 
building. If two stories, there will be eixtea^ twraa-,"*. 
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three stories, twenty-four rooms. This is as many rooms 
as will commonly bo found necessary in a single building. 
The plan ia self-esplanatory. The spaces between the 
rooms serve the purposes of fresh air, foul air, smoke, 
water-closet, and hat-room. The water-closet adjoins 
the foul-air part of the chimney. An opening through 
the dividing wall will effectually ventilate the closet. A 
is the smoke and foul-air part of the chimney, and B 
the fresh-air shaft ; the latter eommunicatiog with the 
former, as shown in Fig. 34. The combined chimney 
and fresh-air shaft should have at least 64 square feet 
sectional area. It may be made by this plan of almost 
any size without inconvenience or sacrifice of symmetry. 
Iron ladders should be secured ou the inside of both com- 
partments of the chimney to facilitate the adjustment and 
repair of the various pipes, 

^One half of this design makes a plan for an eight- 
room building. Eight rooms is generally preferable to 
any other number. For this arrangement not only gives 
unobstructed light on two sides of each room, but more 
easily meets architectural requirements, and is sufficient 
to serve the ends of ordinary graded school-work. The 
large plan is here given to answer the requirements in 
large and crowded cities wliere the economy of space re- 
quires as few buildings as possible, and for high-school 
buildings where eight rooms are sometimes insufficient to 
serve the demands of the proper specialization of tha 
various departments. 

Fig. 29 is a plan illustrating how the same qualities 
l-may be secured in a building of 6 or 12 rooms. 

The advantages which these plans secure are : 1. The 
whole building is perfectly warmed and ventilated. 3. 
There is light on two sides of each room. 3, The chim- 
neys are out of the way and do not project mto tbi&w^<y^ 



i 



18 VENTILATION AND WARMIXG OF SCHOOL-BUILD I SI 



rooms, 4. There is pleuty of blackboard r 

surface nnbrokea by adjutting chimneys and a malti- 

pljcity of windows. 

Let it be noted here that narrow hat-rooms are gen- 
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erally a nuisance, and a source of crowding and disoij 
at diamisBal. The lialls should be wide, with a stationary 
hat-rack extending along each side about three feet from 
the wall. This arrangement gives not only plenty of room 
for hats and wraps, but makes them accessible. The small 
hat-rooms in the foregoing plan are giren not so much to 
meet any real necessity for them, as to utilize space which 



AN IDEAL PLAN FOR WARMING AND VENTILATING. 159 

would otherwise be useless. By using them as merely 
supplementary to the hall space> crowding in them may 
be ayoided. 

These, it appears to me, are some of the essentials of 
a school-house. I leave the superficial embellishments to 
the taste of the architect. Towers, turrets, buttresses, 
cantilevers, balustrades, consoles, corbels, scrolls, cupolas, 
pilasters, pendants, paint, and colored glass are of later 
consideration. These are all useful after the essentials 
are first secured. They are educative, and should be en- 
couraged to the full extent of the remaining means for 
procuring them after the vital organs have been intelli- 
gently planned and skillfully adjusted. 

Note. — A patent on this system has been applied for. 
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By a long and laborious Beries of observations with 
hygrometerB and dry- and wet-bulb thermoniL'ters, Mr, 
Glaisber deduced empirically a series of factors which are 
of inestimable value in testing the humidity of the air by 
means of the wet and dry bulbs. To use these factors, 
multiply the difference between the dry and wet bulb 
readings by the factor which stands opposite the dry bulb 
temperature, and tbe product subtracted from the dry 
bulb teraperatui'e will give the dew point. 

Let t = temperature of dew point. 

" f'= " "dry bulb. 

" f — " " wet bulb. 

" k =: factor. 
We then have the formula 
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The elastic force of vapor of water increases with the 
temperature. If, then, the elastic force of vapor of water 
at the temperature of saturation (dew point) be divided 
by the elastic force of vapor at a given temperature, the 
quotient will express the ratio of humidity to saturation. 
The following table shows the elastic force of vapor of 
water, measured in inches of mercury : 
Let t = temperature of dew point. 
** B = ratio of humidity. 
** jt? = elastic force of vapor at temperature T. 
" T = temperature of the air. 
p' = elastic force of vapor at temperature t (dew point). 

ThenB = ^' VJu^ 

P 

12 
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—If the temperature of the room as BbowQ 
by the dry-bulb thermometer be 73°, what should be the 
temperature of the wet bulb in order to conform to the 
provisional standai-d of humidity given by de Chaumont, 
73;^ ? From formula (3) / = R^ = -73 X -785 = -573. 
The degree in the table corresponding to this number is 
63°. This ia the dew point corresponding to our standard. 

From formula (1) i' = ' ■ ■ = - — '--^ — ^-;^;r — 

= 66, the number of degrees which ehoDld be shown by 
the wet bulb when the dry bulb stows 72°. 



Aspirating chimneys and ventilating shafts are Bome^ 
times employed to counteract the force of the wind, to 
increase the velocity of the flow of air into the room by 
means of a fire in the chimney, to wanu the air before it 
enters the room, and to draw the air from an elevated 
source to insure purity. The following. Fig. 30, illus- 
trates a simple form, sufSciently accurate to illustrate the 
use of the formulas, though not ideally correct as to the 
relative position and number of openings. Eeference : 
1, entrance shaft ; 3, horizontal air-ducts ; 3, room ; 4, 
aspirating chimney ; 5, grate. We have here, in addition 
to the conditions before given, an acceleration in the ve- 
locity of the air entering the room due to the aspirating 
power of the chimney ; increase of temperature in the 
chimney by fire ; and friction due to the surfaces and 
angles in the air-passages. The co-effieients of friction 
used by engineers are as follows : In ducts, 0*024: ; for 
rough flues, '05 ; for brick flues, '05 ; Iot «Q;asx<& ^^smii « 
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^•60 ; for circular elbow, 0'50 ; air passing from a larger 
a smaller flae, -50 ; air passing through a wall or plate, 




0-50 ; air passing from a smaller to a larger flae throngh 
an opening in tin.- wiill. Fig. 31, Reference : A, A', A' 



I 



=: areas of flues ;/= co-efficient of friction in dm 
J^ = co-efficient of friction in elbovs ; 



V -60 
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when A > A^,/': 



when A' = A'^ < A, /^ = -j -^ - 1 t . 

■When the angle of a tube, Tentilating shaft, or other air- 
passage is not 90° the conditions of any angle between 
and 180° may be approximately expressed by the formnla : 

1 -I- COS 

--■ ■ — . With these new elements, and from the fact 

that the velocity is inrersely proportional to the square 
root of the friction, and that for similar cross-sections 
the friotion is inversely as the diameter, we have the 
. following, another modiBcation of Moatgolfier'a for- 
mula : 






2j* . 



where V = velocity of air in feet per second in ducts. 

ie = expansion of air for 1° Fahr., -OOSOS. 
/ = external temperature. 
t*= internal temperature of the chimney. 
I = length of ducts, including h-\-h^-\-P -{-P. 
f= co-efficient of friction in ducts. 
/*= co-efficient of friction in elbows. 
g = acceleration due to gravity — 32'lf»6 feet 
rf= diameter of ducts. 
A' = height of aspirating chimney. 
A° = height of entrance chimney. 
k = total height of chimneys. 
£'xam;j/e.— Suppose that t* = 100° ; / = 60 ; l = h-\- 
A'f-f P + ?« = 80-1-30 + 8 + 8 = 126 feet ; A= 80;/ = 
■05 for brick flaes ; /• for 3 square elbows = 1 '5 X 3 = 3 ; 
d = 3. Then: 



I 



■166 VENTILATIOS" AND WABMISG OF ECnOOt^BCILPISGS 



^ H--0 



(100 — W) 3 X 32-16 X 50 _ 



■0813 X 5145-6 _ /417-83272 



^. 



-. 7-7 feet 



' 1-1318 X (3-266 ' 7-03919 ^ 

per second. This, being the rate at whieh the air passesont 
of the room, may also be takeo as the rate passing in. It 
thus appears that where the frictioQ is considerable tiie 
aspirating chimney, or other means of accelerating the 
movement of air, becomes a necessity. 



C. (See page 84.) 

The following formulas, taken from Scbnmaim'ft 
" Manual," will be nseful in determining the size and 
constrnction of the various parts of the fan : 

Reference ; 
V = volume of air delivered in cubic feet per sectq 
A = height of manometer. 

c = velocity of air entering the fan. 
Ct= Telocity of air leaving the fan. 

r = outer radius of vanes. 
r,= inner radius of vanes. 
r)= radius of inlet. 

} = width of vanes, 

a = height of outlet. 

0,= distance from vertical radius to point e (see Fig, 14). 

n = number of revolutions per minute. 

p = radios of a circle whose diameter is unity = 3'1416. 



sctm^^H 



-/; 



where there is one inlet. 
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d = —■ , where there is one inlefc. 

r 

V 

b = ^5 ; ri = rg to 2 rg ; 

2636, /T- V 

ai=0'159a. 



D. 

coin)ucTii!ra powek of mateeials. 

Value Cy being the units of heat transmitted per hour 
per square foot of a plate 1 inch thick^ the two surfaces 
differing in temperature 1°. 

c = 

Copper 515-000 

Iron 233-000 

Zinc 'S25-000 

Lead 113-000 

Marble, gray, fine grained 28-000 

Marble, white, coarse grained 22*400 

Stone, calcareous, fine 16-700 

Stone, calcareous, ordinary 13*680 

Glass 6-600 

Brick- work, baked clay 4*830 

Plaster, ordinary 3*860 

Oak, perpendicular to fibers 1-700 

Walnut, perpendicular to fibers 0-830 

Pine, perpendicular to fibers 0-748 

Pine, parallel to fibers 1-370 

Walnut, parallel to fibers V^^ 
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Gnttarpercha 1-380 

Indifr-rubber 1-370 

Brick-duat, sifted 1-330 

Ookc, pulverized 1-390 

Cork 1-150 

Chalk, in powder 0-869 

Charcoal of wood, powdered 0-636 

Straw, chopped 0-563 

Coal, small sifted 0-547 

Wood-ashes 0-531 

Mahogany dust 0-523 

Canvas of hemp, new 0-418 

Calico, new 0-402 

Writing-paper, white 0-346 

Cotton or sheep's wool "323 

Eider-down 0-314 

Blotting-paper, gray 0-274 

For double windows, when the glass is not leas than 3 
inches apart, c = 3-6. 

Stagnant air, c=^Q'i 



1 



I 



I « 

Value of r, being the radiating and absorbing power 

of bodies, in units of heat per square foot, for a difEerence 

_.of 1° Fahr,, from the experiments of Piclet : 



Silver, silvered copper 0-02657 

Copper. 0-03370 j 

Tin 0-04395 [ 

and braaa, polJahed. 0-04W 
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H Iron, tinned 0-08585 

V Iron, Hheet 0-09200 

Iron, ordinary 0-66630 

Iron, cast, new -64800 

Iron, aheet and cast, rusted 0'68680 

I Lead, sheet 0-13386 

Glass 0-59480 

Chalk 0-67860 

Wood sawdust, fine 0-72150 

Building stones, plaster, wood, brick . . 0-73580 

Sand, One 0-74000 

Calico 0-74610 

Woolen stuffs 0-75320 

SOk stuffs, oil paint 0-75830 

I Paper 0-77060 

Lampblack 0-81960 

Water 108530 

Oil 1-48000 

F. (See page 87.) 

The Blackman Fan. — My invention is a veatilating- S 
fan, constructed, as fully described hereinafter, so as to 
rapidly transmit motion to large volumes of air, carrying 
the same in solid columns without dispersing it or creating 
back currents. 

In the drawings, Fig. A (see page 87, Fig. 13) is a near 
view of a ventilating-fan with my improvements. Fig. B 
is a section on the line 1, 2, Fig. A. Figs. C to G (Fig. 
32, page 170) are diagrams illustrating the formation of 
the blades. Fig, H, aperapeotiyeTie^ialft.XJa&ftwA.'^ioS' 
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In experimenting witli that clasB of fans ased to put 
air in motion for ventilating and other purposes, I ascer- 
tained that, in ordinary constrnctiona, while voiumea of air 
would be driven forward by the revotntion of the fans, other 
voiumea would be thrown off radially, and still others 
ivould be thrown backward instead of forward, aa deaired, 
creating currents interfering with the free flow of air to 
the fan. After many experiments I ascertained that by 
bending each blade outward at the upper end, forming per- 
ipheral sections, thus compelling the large volumes ordi- 
narily disaipated in this direction to move directly forward. 

My present invention relates to certain improvements 
whereby I have succeeded in preventing altogether any 
back-flow, insuring a forward propulsion of all the air 
coming within the influence of the wheel. 

lu the course of my experiments I ascertained that it 
was necessary to so construct each blade of the wheel aa 
to draw or deflect outward the air from the forward edge 
of every portion of the blade, and to set every portion or 
face of the blade at such an angle that the forward edge 
at every point would "cut under "the air rather than 
move it laterally or carry it with the wheel, and that 
while portions of the blade might be so bent as to throw 
the air outward, other portions, if not properly shaped, 
would draw it back, creating counter currents. I found 
that to prevent such results it was essential to vary the 
angle and curve of the blade at different points, and that 
although such angles and curves would be difierent, ac- 
cording to the sizes of the wheels and number of blades, 
there were certain definite and specific proportions and 
forms common to all, which result in much improved 
effects, and which I will now specify. 

The hub A of the wheel may be solid, or may consist 
of disks a a' secured to the shaft B. Stoth. \!a&\s*i vsfc- 
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tend rsdial ribs i, which meet an annular rim c, 
said ribs constitnte tho straight edges of the blade D, the 
rim c and ribs being all in the same vertical plane x. The 
diameter of the hub A and the depth of the wheel should, 
to secure the best results, be about equal to one sixth of 
the diameter of the wheel, and the riba or edges b, instead 
of being radial, should coincide with lines extending from 
the periphery, through the'hub, midway between the axis 
and periphery of the latter. The blades, instead of being 
set with their inner ends parallel to the axis, join the hub 
upon lines yy, crossing the axiaJ line at an angle at the 
center, and the forward edge of each blade corresponds to 
a curve which is gradually increased toward the outer 
end, the edges of all the blades being upon a plane z i, 
parallel to the plane x x. Thus the forward edge of each 
blade may be a rib, e, extending from the hub nearly par- 
allel for a short distance with the rib S, and then curved 
forward until it nears the periphery, when the curve ia 
sharper, as shown. The body of the blade, between the 
edges or ribs 5, e, ia gradually bent at an angle which be- 
comes more and more obtuse to the axis of the shaft as it 
approaches the periphery, as shown in fine lines, Fig. C, 
and is also bent from a perpendicular line, parallel to the 
edge i, as it recedes from said line toward the edge e, as 
shown in dotted lines. Fig. A. At the periphery the 
blade is bent to form a peripheral section, d, that estenda 
from the blade to the rim c, and has a forward edge, /, 
parallel to the axis of the shaft. This peripheral section 
may form part of the hiado, or may be a separate piece 
riveted or otherwise secured thereto. If the blade were 
bent or hollowed from each end to the center, as shown 
by the outline. Fig. D, the air collected by the ends of 
the blade, instead of being carried outward, would be 
^rawu to the center and thrown backward in cDrrent^ 
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3ermg witli the flow of air to the wheel ; ao, if the 
blade at aay poiut, as at the hub. Fig. E, is too nearly 
parallel with the axis of the shaft, the air, instead of be- 
ing sent forward, will he carried round with the wheel, 
and the effect will not be proportioned to the power ex- 
pended. By setting the blade at an angle to the axis, as 
shown in Fig. C, by maintaining the portion near the 
hub comparatively flat, by bending the body beyond the 
center, and by giving a sliarper curve thereto near the 
periphery, where it meets the peripheral section, as de- 
scribed, I have succeeded in preventing any back-flow, 
and have with comparatively little power imparted move- 
ment to large volumes of air in one direction, and in 
nearly solid columns. This effect ia increased by setting 
the blade somewhat tangential to the axis, as described, 
instead of radially, the outer end thus being pitched for- 
ward, so as to draw in the air, instead of dispersing it 
radially. This will be best understood on reference to 
diagrams Fi^. F and G, in which diagram F illustrates 
a radial blade which throws ont the air by its revolution, 
while diagram G represents a blade set tangentially to 
the hub, and tending to draw the air toward the latt«r. 
It will be evident that the ribs 5 e may be flanges formed 
by bending the edges of the blades. 

It ia common to set ventilating-fans in openings in 
walls or frames, which completely surround the periph- 
eries of the fans and prevent any radial inflow of air. I 
set my fan back so that the front face will be nearly on the 
same plane as the inner surface, w, of the wall or frame, 
as shown, thus permitting a free flow of air to the pe- 
riphery (see Fig. 13). 
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SYLLABUS OF MORRISON'S ' 
VENTILATION OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

From the International Reading Circle Course of 

Ftv/essional Study. _ 



Pages I 1 to 2}. 



—J. General recognition of the poisonous effects of impure 
air. 

2. General ignorance concerning conditions and means 

of ventilation. 

3. General neglect of the matter of ventilation in the 

construction of school buildings. 

4. Importance of disseminating information of results 

accomplished in different instances of investigation 
and practice. 

5. The teachers' especial duty to study this subject and , 

to encourage its discussion. j^h 



6. The physical results of breathing impure air. ^^^ 

7. The immediate symptoms far less serious than the 

ultimate results. 

8. Not carbon dioxide, but organic matter, the serious 

poison in impure air. 

9. Authorities cited as to the large percentage of disease 

and death attributbale to impure air. 

10. The only reason for public apathy is the failure to 

realize the extent of the harm done. 

11. The mental evils resulting from the disordered phys- 

ical condition. 

(175) 
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fc "■ 


The economical aspect of the question as pertaining 


■ 


to the better results accomplished under conditions 


1 


of good ventilation. 


1 


Pages 24 to 58. 


^.3. 


Presence of other constituents than oxygen and nitro- 




gen in normal air. 


14. 


Nature and sources of impurities in the air. 


15 


Purifying conditions tending to counteract the poison- 




ous influence of the impurities. 


16 


Organic bodies in the air. 


17- 


Impurities peculiar to the locality whence fresh air 




is introduced into rooms, 


18. 


Carbonic monoxide escaping through the iron of over- 




heated stoves. 


^9- 


Right proportion of water vapor, and ill effects of Its 




lack. 


JO. 


Microscopic tests of air. 


Zl 


Chemical tests of air.. 


23. 


Tabulated record of experimental tests made by the 


L 


author. 


P 


Pages j8, sa 


'3. 


Amount of air vitiated in a given time by each person 




in a room. 


24- 


Not the size of the room but solely the number of oc- 




cupants determines the amount of fresh-air supply 




needed. 


'S- 


Mode of estimating the amount of fresh-air supply as 


L 


due to pressure caused by unequal temperatures 


h 


within and without the building. 
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26. Conditions necessary to make such estimate worthy of 

consideration. 

27. Insufficiency of size in ordinary inlet and outlet ducts 

provided for ventilation. 

28. Conditions that render ordinary provisions for venti- 

lation practically useless. 

CHAPTER VI. 

29. Difficulties in the problem of practical ventilation. 

30. Experiments with water to illustrate the general prin- 

ciples of room ventilation. 

CHAPTER VII. 

31. Natural ventilation requires that the ventilator exits 

be at the top of the room. 

32. Fallacies in the arguments for placing ventilator open- 

ings near the floor. 

Pages 51 to 69. 

33. In arranging for natural ventilation the inlets should 

be near the floor, and the air admitted should be 
warm. 

34. Change of function between inlets and outlets some- 

times occurring when the air in the room becomes 
colder than the outdoor air. 

35. Area of fresh-air inlet required for any number of 

pupils. 

36. Argument for distribution of inlets and outlets around 

the room. 

37. Need of drawing the air for the rooms through an up- 

right shaft from an elevation above the surface of 

the ground. 
13 



¥: 



4"- 
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Necessity for providing that the inlet flue^^ay'^B^ 
frequently cleaned. 

Influence of winds by their pressure and by the aspira- 
tion produced. 

Means of utilizing or counteracting the force of the 
winds. 

Provision for admitting air and exhausting it at the 
top of the room through a double tube. 

Windows the only efficient means of ventilation usu- 
ally found. 

Difficulties encountered in utilizing window ventila- 
tion. 

Various arrangements of window openings under dif- 
ferent conditions as to location of windows and 
direction and force of wind. 



Pages 70 to 90. 

. Provision for air supply should be a problem for the 
school architect. 

. General action of aspirating chimneys. 

. Upward acceleration of the current in an aspirating 
chimney. 

. The power of an air current in the chimney to ab- 
stract air from tubes opening into it. 

, The heating of aspirating chimneys by steam or gas, 

. Objections to draught-producing mechanism. 

. Advantages of the plenum movement for air supply, 

. Perfect warming and ventilating unattainable without 
the aid of mechanical means. 

. The distinctive features of several special appliances 
for the plenum movement of air. 
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Pages 90 to 104. 

54. The question of expense involves consideration of the 

amounts of heat needed and wasted, the amount and 
cost of fuel to provide this heat, and the additional 
cost of providing the plenum movement. 
55- Definition of thermal unit. 

55. Calculation to determine the number of thermal units 

necessary to heat an ordinary schoolroom. 

57. Formulas and calculations for determining the loss of 

heat through walls and windows. 

58. Heating power of a pound of coal. 

59. Practical ratio of efficiency for heat evolved. 

60. Final calculation for the cost of heating a school 

building. 

61. Correspondence of actual cost with estimated cost as- 

certained by reference to reports of school boards. 
61. Lack of pure air properly warmed accounted for by 
waste of heat from various causes. 

63. Calculations for estimating the cost of renewing the 

air in schoolrooms by means of aspirating chimneys, 

64. Suggested means of heating the column of air in the 

aspirating chimney so as to insure ventilation under 
ordinary conditions. 

65. Additional cost of the plenum movement of air as 

supplementary to the action of the chimneys. 

Pages 104 to 128. 

66. The temperature of 70° not a general standard for 

comfort, but merely an approximate average of vary- 
ing needs. 

67. Relative advantages and disadvantages of radiant 

heat as compared with conducted and convectadbA^v. 
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^BS$8, The admission of warm air at the top of a. room and 
^B its removal at the bottom to prevent too rapid es- 

^P cape of heat. 

69, Condemnation of any method of heating school- 

rooms without due provision for ventilation. 

70. The principle of the open fireplace discussed and illus- 

^trated. 
Ji, Provision in the London High School for warming the 
air admitted to the room, thus effectually combining 
convection and radiation. 
72. Necessary conditions for the effectual heating of 
school buildings by means of stoves. 

173. Discussion of the heating and ventilating appliances 
in the Smcad-Rutan system. 



Pages 129 to 144. 



£74. Misconceptions concerning the heating power of steam 
relatively to coal consumption. 

[75. Utilization for heating purposes of the force that be- 
came latent in production of steam. 
76.. Experiment illustrating the relations of latent and 
specific heat. 

77. Careful insulation of pipes prevents loss of heat in 

conveying steam to desired points. 

78. Loss of heat very slight within a single building. 

79. Temperature of steam in pipes dependent upon pres- 

sure maintained. 

80. Less fuel required to heat a room by steam than by 

hot air shown in theoretical computation. 
. Heating by direct radiation from steam coils unquali- 
fiedly condemned unless ample ventilation is pro- 
vided. 
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82. Inadequacy of the ventilation usually provided for 

rooms warmed by direct radiation. 

83. Indirect radiation also demands a good aspirating 

chimney or fan for ventilation. 

84. Difference of opinion concerning the placing of radia- 

tor chambers in systems of indirect heating. 

85. Objections to ordinary modes of admitting warm air 

from radiator chambers. 

Pages 144 to 159. 

86. The requirements of ventilation specified. 

87. System suggested for meeting the several specified re- 

quirements. 

88. Chimney plan for supplying the requisite amount of 

air beneath the floor and for removing it at the ceil- 
ing of each room. 

89. System of air chambers beneath the floor supplied 

with steam pipes for warming the air supply. 

90. Provision of numerous floor registers for the general 

distribution of the warmed fresh air. 

91. Special form of floor register to prevent accumulation 

of dirt from sweepings and other floor litter. 

92. Necessity of heating the ventilating chimney in mild 

weather when there is no need for heating the air of 
the rooms. 

93. Suggested plans for schoolhouses. 
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